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Josie Schretter of Lodge Harrison/Hus/Garfield No. 378 was crowned
Miss National CSA 2026-2027 at the 89th Annual Get-Together in
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Membership Matters

Celebrating a Successtul Get-Together

Brothers and Sisters,

Happy September to you all. I hope the
beginning of Autumn is treating every-
one well. It’s been an eventful past
many weeks here for CSA, as we are
just returning from another successful
CSA Get-Together, with this year’s
event being in the Milwaukee,
Wisconsin area.

The 89th Annual Get-Together kicked
off with a Friday afternoon registration
and Hospitality Suite. That evening, all
attendees reconvened to witness the
Annual Miss CSA Contest.

On Saturday morning, the GTG atten-
dees gathered to conduct our Service
Project. Later, many attendees toured
either the Lakefront Brewery, or the
Harley Davidson Museum - both being
“traditional” Milwaukee places to visit.

In addition to dinner and music on
Saturday night, of course, the excite-

ment of the evening was the unveiling
of our Fraternalist of the Year, and our

BetterLife Leadership Summit

Like us on Facebook

National Miss CSA.

Congratulations to John (Johnny) Weiss,
who was named our Fraternalist of the
Year, a much-deserved award for
Johnny, who is a lifelong member of
CSA from the Cleveland area. I’ve
known Johnny for several years, and
there couldn’t be anyone more deserv-
ing. He is such a wonderful, sweet man.
And congratulations to Josie Schretter,
from Lodge Harrison Hus Garfield, who
was named CSA’s 2026 National Miss
CSA. No doubt Josie will represent
CSA well over the next year as she’ll be
out and about at events.

The events of the weekend wrapped up
on Sunday morning with brunch and a
promise to see everyone again at the
90th Get-Together in 2027. Next year’s
GTG will be hosted by Lodge Karel
Jonas and Lodge Prokop Velky at a
location TBD, likely along the
Mississippi River. Stay tuned for details
and keep that first weekend of August
open.

/ o

John J. Kielczewski
Senior Vice President
Fraternal Development
BetterLife

Thanks again for your support, and until
next month...
John J. Kielczewski
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UPCOMING EVENTS

September 29
DEADLINE

CSA Photo Contest Entries
See details on page 31

October 15

DEADLINE

Submit names of CSA members who are veterans to
be included in the November Journal.

CSA Journal

Volume 139 No.8 SEPTEMBER 2026

A Dynamic Magazine "Dedicated to Our
Membership”
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Periodical Postage paid at Lombard, Illinois, and at additional

mailing offices. Subscription Rate: $12 per year, U.S. only.
Postmaster: send address changes to:
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Today’s Fraternal

8gth Annual Get-Together, Wonderful Success

Brothers and Sisters,

What an incredible weekend! The 89th
Annual CSA Get-Together in the
Milwaukee area was a wonderful suc-
cess, and I want to thank everyone who
attended and helped make the weekend
so special.

Planning an event of this size takes a
lot of time, coordination, and teamwork,
and I am incredibly grateful to everyone
who played a part. From registration and
the Hospitality Suite to the Miss CSA
Contest, Saturday’s Service Project,
tours, dinner, entertainment, and Sunday
brunch, there were so many moving
pieces—but seeing everyone come
together and enjoy themselves made all
the planning worthwhile.

A very special thank you to Kennedy
and Erin from Blueprint for all their
help throughout the planning process
and during the event itself. Their assis-
tance, ideas, organization, and willing-
ness to jump in wherever needed were
greatly appreciated. I could not have
asked for better partners in putting this
Get-Together together. Thank you,
Kennedy and Erin, for helping make the
weekend such a success!

It was also wonderful to see so many
members participate in our Service
Project and take advantage of the
Milwaukee-area activities. Whether you
visited the Lakefront Brewery, toured
the Harley-Davidson Museum, enjoyed
live music, or simply spent time catch-
ing up with fellow CSA members, I
hope you went home with some great
memories.

Special congratulations goes to Josie
Schretter, our 2026 National Miss CSA,
who had an especially exciting week-
end. In addition to earning the title of
National Miss CSA, Josie was also
named the 2026 Kropik Scholarship
recipient. Congratulations, Josie! We are
so proud of you and look forward to see-
ing all that you accomplish in the com-
ing year.

I would also like to thank Annabella
for taking part in the Miss CSA Contest.

We were incredibly fortunate to have
two outstanding young women compet-
ing for the title this year. It was a tough
contest with two great contestants, and
both Josie and Annabella represented
themselves and CSA wonderfully.
Thank you, Annabella, for stepping for-
ward and being part of this special
event. Your participation helped make
the contest such a memorable part of the
weekend.

Congratulations once again to John
“Johnny” Weiss, our 2026 Fraternalist
of the Year. Johnny is a wonderful
example of the dedication and commit-
ment that make our organization so spe-
cial, and this honor was very well
deserved.

As we look ahead, mark your calen-
dars for the 90th Annual CSA Get-
Together in 2027, hosted by Lodges
Karel Jonas and Prokop Velky. More
information will be coming soon, so
stay tuned!

And one more reminder before I
close: the deadline for the CSA Photo
Contest is September 26. If you have
been meaning to enter a photo, now is
the time! We would love to see the won-
derful moments, activities, and tradi-
tions happening throughout our CSA
family. Be sure to get your entries sub-

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com

Kelly Deegan
Fraternal Programs Manager

mitted before the deadline.

Thank you again to everyone who
attended, volunteered, helped with the
planning, or supported Get-Together in
any way. Events like this don’t happen
without our members’ dedication, and I
am truly grateful for every one of you.

I look forward to seeing everyone
again soon!

Fraternally,
Kelly Deegan
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ith our partnership with Sons of

Norway, we have taken another

important step in how we grow,

strengthen our community
impact, and serve our members. Here's what the
partnership means for BetterLife:

Expanding Our Communities for More Impact
Welcoming Sons of Norway's members and lodge
communities to BetterLife expands our presence to
more than 400 communities and 41 states.

Growing Our Membership

BetterLife will be welcoming over 15,000 new
policy-holding members and over 30,000 new
social members.

Strengthening Our Ability to Serve

Sons of Norway shares our commitment to serving
our members, their families, and the communities
that they're part of.
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‘Norway Is Offi

A Milestone in Our
Continued Growth and Outreach

has partnered w SONS of

with

cial!

NORWAY

Together, we will continue to promote service,
belonging, and stability in our communities.

No Changes for BetterLife Members
There are no changes to your membership,
benefits, or relationship with BetterLife.

Fraternally, Sons of Norway will maintain its

name and structure, preserving the organization’s
traditions, programs, and local activities. Sons of
Norway insurance products will become BetterLife.

Integration work is underway, with full integration
expected by the end of this year. We will continue
to communicate updates as the two organizations
work to combine operations.

Scan the QR code or visit
betterlifeins.com/SonsofNorway
to learn more about this exciting
new partnership.




Miss National CSA

Honored to be Chosen Miss CSA

Hello Brothers and Sisters,

I am so excited to be writing my first
article as Miss CSA! I want to start by
introducing myself for those who may
not know me. My name is Josie
Schretter, and I am from Naperville,
Illinois. I am 18 years old and currently
attending Hair Professionals Career
College in Oswego, Illinois. My dream
is to become a hair and makeup artist on
film sets. I have been a member of CSA
since birth. My mom and both my older
sisters have run for Miss CSA before.
My older sister Laney was Miss CSA
24-25! 1 am so honored to have been

Like us on Facebook

chosen as this year’s Miss CSA, and I
cannot wait to see what’s to come.

Next, I would like to thank everyone
who attended the Get-Together this year.
I had such a blast talking to everyone.
The weekend was so wonderful. My
family and I drove up on Friday and
started meeting everyone at check-in
right away. That night, we had dinner
and gave our speeches as well as our
questions and answers. Speaking in
front of crowds like that was a great
way to get out of my comfort zone. The
next day, we had our very successful
service project as well as our outings
and dinner. My family and I attended
the Lakefront Brewery Tour, which was
so entertaining and funny. I got to drink
some of the best root beer I’ve ever had

k.3 [ —

there. Overall, the weekend was fantas-
tic!

Other than that, I have just been in
school. We are in our color unit right
now, and I just gave one of my friends
some highlights that I was very proud
of. I am still loving it and having so
much fun learning all things hair!

Fraternally,
Josie Schretter
Miss CSA 2026-2027
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Congratulations to Our 2026 Fraternalist of the Year —

16 — www.csalife.com - SEPTEMBER 2026

ohn Weiss

Congratulations to John Weiss, our
2026 Fraternalist of the Year! John has
been involved with CSA throughout his
life, attending meetings, holding offices,
participating in bowling leagues, and
supporting lodge activities.

Over the past year, John served on the
Cleveland Get-Together Committee and
continues to attend District Council
meetings each month. He is also known
as the lodge’s unofficial “Sunshine
Person,” sending greetings to members
to let them know they are missed and
brighten their day.

John’s dedication extends well beyond
CSA. He is deeply involved in the
Czech community through DTJ and
Sokol Greater Cleveland, helping with
dinners, festivals, baking, holiday fairs,
and other activities. He also serves as
Mt. Pleasant Club Vice President and
participates in his local VFW, helping
with picnics and patriotic celebrations.

What truly sets John apart is his willing-
ness to help wherever he is needed. He
brings youth and adults together
through community activities and
always greets others with warmth, com-
passion, and a helping hand.

John’s lifetime of service, commitment
to his community, and genuine care for
others truly represent the spirit of
Harmony, Equality and Fraternity.

We are proud to recognize John as our
2026 Fraternalist of the Year and con-
gratulate him on this well-deserved
honor!



Fraternalist of the Year Nominee Mary Ellen Janda
A Dedicated Fraternalist

Mary Ellen is a wonderful example of
the spirit of fraternalism. As our lodge
President and Scribe, she works hard to
keep our members connected and
involved. She reaches out to members to
encourage participation in meetings and
social events and makes a special effort
to check on those who are ill or unable
to attend.

She also keeps our lodge connected to
the Czech community by sharing mem-
bers’ involvement in organizations and
events such as Friends of BNC, T. G.
Masaryk School, and Memorial Day and
Lidice Memorials through articles and
photos in the Journal.

Mary Ellen encourages our lodge to sup-
port CSA/BetterLife service projects
and inspires our younger members to
participate in activities such as the
Youth Bowl-o-Rama. Her kindness is

1
evident in the thoughtful cards, visits,
treats, and gifts she shares with mem-
bers throughout the year.

Most importantly, Mary Ellen makes
people feel welcome and cared for. Her
warm smile, generous spirit, and will-

ingness to lend a hand demonstrate what
Harmony, Equality and Fraternity truly
mean. We are grateful for all she does
for our lodge, our members, and
CSA/BetterLife.

HONOR A VETERAN

CSA members who are current or past members of
the Armed Forces will be honored
in the November Journal.

Please submit member names by October 15
to CSAJournalEditor@gmail.com

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com
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LODGE HAPPENINGS

All Things GTG

Lodge Sokol Pilsen No. 434, Oak Brook, Illinois — On
August 16, 2026, Lodge Sokol Pilsen No. 434 held a meeting
at Matt Bultas’ house in Brookfield, Illinois. It was a small
meeting and a short one. President Bultas discussed his tele-
phone conversation with Candy Papuga regarding the lodge
and its donations that were given to CSA for the Get-Together.
Candy handled the donations and President Bultas attended
the Get-Together. After this discussion, President Bultas
talked about the Get-Together. He related how well run it was
and all the things that the committee had prepared. Also talked
about was the trip to the Harley Davidson Museum. The meet-
ing was then adjourned.

Andrew Bultas
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Fraternal Well Wishes

Mariann Ebright
Lodge Kruh Osvojenych Zen A Panu No. 121

Judy Genco
Lodge Cleveland Chapter No. 219

Jack Snider
Lodge Kruh Osvojenych Zen A Panu No. 121

Mary Ann Toncar
Lodge Paramount/Southgate No. 372

Have you considered a donafion fo (%)
the Scholarship. Fund as

one of your CSA Serves choices? ) 3’?

244

L1
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LODGE HAPPENINGS

Lodge No. 409 — Well Represented!

Lodge DuPage Pioneers/Edison No.
409, Lombard, Illinois — Lodge No.
409 was well represented at this year’s
Get-Together in Wisconsin. President
and Treasurer, Linda and Dale Burton,
Vice President Lisa Cassai, 2025
Fraternalist of the Year Annmarie Antos,
and CSA’s Fraternal Programs Manager,
Kelly Deegan were there to join the fun
and festivities.

Our traditional Hospitality Suite,
manned by Bro. Andy Bultas, delivered
delightful Sunky pins and invigorating
drinks of Slivovitz and Becherovka.
Members gathered, enjoyed refresh-
ments, and caught up with old friends.

Friday night’s banquet featured our
Miss CSA contest with two wonderful
candidates from Illinois and St. Louis.
Congrats to our Illinois winner, Sis.
Josie  Schretter from Lodge
Harrison/Hus/Garfield No. 378.

Saturday began with a service project
assisting those in need in the local area.
Guests then boarded buses to enjoy out-
ings at the Harley Davidson Museum or
a local brewery. They were back to the
hotel in time for the crowning of Miss
CSA, dinner, music and dancing.

Too quickly, the weekend came to an
end with a brunch, goodbyes, and travel
home. We look forward to our 90th
Get-Together next year!

Fraternally,
Gerri Romanelli
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Scholarship Fund Donation Form

With the price of higher education rapidly increasing, scholarships continue to be an
important fraternal benefit. The CSA Scholarship Fund assists young adults, not only with
their education, but with their professional goals. We appreciate your generous donations

and your continued support!
Fill and send this form with donation. Please make checks payable to CSA Fraternal Life Scholarship Fund.

Enclosed is my donation of $

D For the general Scholarship Fund or |:|In Memory of

Send acknowledgement of contribution to

Address

City State Zip

Donor’s Name

Address

City State Zip

We were delighted to donate $5,000 from our
t-shirt and mug sales to the CSA Scholarship Fund!

— the 83rd Annual CSA Get-Together Committee

CSAFr%t@rgal f]_ﬂlff; www.csalife.com

f' ' e 0060DD0G

'|

2050 Finley Rd. Ste. 70, P.O. Box 249, Lombard, IL 60148 - Phone: 630-472-0500 - Fax: 630-472-1100

SCHFNDDONFRMO02242020
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LODGE HAPPENINGS

Member Michelina Spano Takes First Place!

Lodge Brookfield No. 475, Brookfield,
Ilinois — Lodge Brookfield member
Michelina Spano attends Western
Michigan University in Kalamazoo.
She is a member of Delta Zeta sorority
and granddaughter of Fred and Dolores
Chiappetta. Her proud parents are Mike

and Mary Spano. Recently, she partici-
pated in the school’s annual Greek week
event. Michelina’s team took first place
in the dance competition. All proceeds
went to benefit Children’s Trust
Michigan, a non-profit organization that
works to prevent child abuse and

22 — www.csalife.com - SEPTEMBER 2026

neglect throughout the state. Five

Lodge Brookfield members travelled to

Kalamazoo to cheer on Michelina’s win-
ning team!

Fraternally,

Kimberly Silhan




LODGE HAPPENINGS

Great Time at the Get-Together

Lodge Washington No. 30, St. Louis,
Missouri — What a great time we had in
Wisconsin at this year’s Get-Together!
From seeing old friends and catching up
with everyone, to supporting the
Sojourner Family Center in our Service
Project, to shopping and enjoying a cou-
ple of interesting tours in the Milwaukee
area, it was a memorable weekend.
CSA is one of the few fraternal societies
that holds an event like this, and it’s
wonderful that the tradition has held for
89 years. And, how impressive it was to
note that so many people who were
there have attended more Get-Togethers
over the years than they can count.
That’s some real staying power!

Congratulations to our new Miss
National CSA, Josie Schretter. Here’s
hoping you have an amazing year, and

Like us on Facebook

we look forward to seeing you at the
Czech Festival in St. Louis in April.

We’re so proud of our Miss National
CSA Contestant, Annabella Ryals. She
did such a good job representing her
family and the lodge, and we were very
happy to be in attendance to support her.
She also made some life-long friends in
Josie and outgoing Miss CSA Cassidy
Payer. Anna is the daughter of Ericka
(and the late T.J.), and the granddaugh-
ter of Bob and Karen Ditz. Special
thanks to Gary Stupka, who was Anna’s
escort for the contest. She really appre-
ciated a friendly arm to hold onto!

We also congratulate Riley Miller,
who won the raffle basket we donated.
The theme was “Taste of Missouri,”
including Missouri wine, regionally
made soup mixes and jam, and St.

s oSt
I ANERCH

Louis-based food items. Riley told us
how much he wanted to win that basket
— he attended the University of
Missouri!

Now we turn our attention to some
upcoming events at our ACEC — the
Duck Dinner on October 17, and the
Czech Winter Market on December 5.
There’s always something happening in
the Czech community in St. Louis, and
for more information, take a look at our
Facebook page, under American-Czech
Educational Center. Maybe we’ll see
you at some of our events!

Fraternally,
Deborah Zeman
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LODGE HAPPENINGS

GTG Tradition Continues!

Lodge Harrison/Hus/Garfield No. 378, Cicero, Illinois —
The 89th Annual GTG is history and the tradition continued.
Our members who supported the weekend did so in a true fra-
ternal spirit. A big thank-you to Kelly Deegan, our Home
Office employee, for the hard work put into the weekend. Our
lodge was well-represented by the entire Schretter family and
grandmother Mary Oskroba. We were fortunate to have Josie
Schretter run in the Miss CSA contest — the third sister to run.
A Friday night contest featured the then current Miss CSA.
Three local judges asked the two contestants questions and
then the young ladies gave their presentations.

Saturday trips were offered to the Harley Davidson
Museum and Lakeside Brewery. Saturday night was the coro-
nation and Josie was crowned Miss CSA and also awarded the
Kropik Scholarship. The Fraternalist of the Year was Johnny
Weiss of Cleveland, a well-deserved win. Sunday was a
speaker.

Fraternally,
Ken Dvorsky

New Sign

Lodge Missouri No. 1, St. Louis, Missouri — Greetings from
Lodge Missouri No. 1. Our members were pleased to once
again receive the Platinum Award in the Lodge Recognition
Program. We are happy that our members continue to meet
the requirements for this award. Many volunteer hours are
being tabulated for this year’s CSA Serves.

We have had many of our members traveling this summer
and we can’t wait to hear about all their adventures. We had
Connie and Mike Wolf and Marla Breidenbach represent the
lodge at the BetterLife Leadership Summit in Lincoln,
Nebraska and the CSA Get-Together in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. I have included photos of Mike, Connie and
Marla enjoying the tour at the Lakeside Brewery during the
CSA Get-Together in Milwaukee.

At the Get-Together, our lodge donated a Czech-themed
basket for the raffle along with items for the project for the
Sojourner, which they helped to pack. Our lodge continues to
collect pull tabs for the Ronald McDonald House through the
American-Czech Educational Center and new or used books
that we distribute to little libraries, and recently, some were
given to a veteran’s home. These activities and many more by
our members help many in our community.

I have also included a photo of a new sign that was
installed along with upgraded lighting at the American-Czech
Educational Center. The work on the sign was made possible
by a grant from the American Sokol which helped with the
replacement costs. The new sign looks great and we thank all
who helped to make it happen.

Until next time,
Marla Breidenbach
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LODGE HAPPENINGS

Lodge Cleveland Chapter No. 219,
Cleveland, Ohio — We had our July meeting
on the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad in
the Silver Bronco dome car. Thanks to our
member, Carol Schroeder, who arranged the
outing for 13 of us members. To add to our
experience, Carol dressed up as a Zepherite,
an old fashioned train stewardess. They had
very specific outfits and things to do. They
acted like a stewardess on an airplane. After
the train trip, we all had a nice lunch at the
Winking Lizard restaurant.

Carol also made us some railroad pins
and gave birthday pins to our July birthday
girls, Joan Sapp and Judy Genco. A nice
round of “Happy Birthday” was sung.

We had a short meeting on the train and
discussed upcoming events. We decided to
buy raffle tickets to the Get-Together, donate
money to the charity, and pay for the ad in
the booklet. We had four members attend the
GTG.

Jan Russell and her husband are taking a
hiking trip through the Alps, France, Italy,
and Switzerland. She will give us a presen-
tation at our September meeting.

At our August meeting, members brought
school supplies, toiletries, diapers, gift cards,
or other supplies for our charity, Community
of Hope. We also put together raffle baskets
for DTJ events.

Our August meeting was in the brand new
Parma Heights Public Library. We had 16
members attend; among them we had two
new members, Elizabeth Hoinke and Denise
Kubinski - welcome girls!

We talked about the Get-Together in
Milwaukee. It was a good time. We took a

Train Trip, GTG, and Member Travel

trip to a beer brewery and had a delightful
tour guide. He kept all of us laughing! And,
we had plenty of beer to drink and some nice
glasses to bring home.

Our Miss CSA Contest was won by Josie
Schretter from Lodge No. 378. She is 18
years old and a lovely girl. The other girl
running was just as lovely, her name is
Annabella Ryals.

The Fraternalist of the Year was won by
Johnny Weiss, from Lodge Paramount/
Southgate. We all know and love Johnny.

Three people at our table won raffle bas-
kets! One person at our table won a gift card.
It was a good night.

At our September meeting, Jan Russell
will give a presentation on one of her travels.
Lodge Paramount/Southgate is invited.
Lunch will be provided.

On October 3, the Sokol group is having
a “Crock-Pot” dinner. Anyone bringing a
Crock-Pot of food gets in free. Otherwise,
there is a $15.00 cover fee. There will be raf-
fle baskets to bid on, music, good food, etc.
We donated money so they could buy
scratch-off tickets as a raffle prize. We also
donated money to the DTJ facility and to the
Community of Hope. Our members brought
in backpacks, school supplies, clothing,
hygiene products, etc. to give to the
Community of Hope. They were very appre-
ciative of our donations. We will also be
donating some money to our Cleveland Zoo
in Freddie Shima’s name.

Our 50/50 raffle was won by Sylvia, two
times! She gave some of her second win-
nings to a lodge member and to the lodge.

There was lots of traveling! Denise trav-
eled to New Jersey with some friends and
visited her friend’s father in a veteran’s hos-

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com

pital. Sue traveled from Florida to
Connecticut with her friend to hear his high
school band’s reunion concert. Sue has two
daughters who are members. Meredith was a
TV meteorologist who just got a new job in
Columbus with the Ohio Chamber of
Commerce as Director of Engagement for
the CEO forum. Her other daughter, Megan,
is the Dean of Students at the Pleasantview
Pre-School program. Way to go, girls!

We sang “Happy Birthday” to Marsha
Gorman. Marsha brought in a delicious cake
to share. Thank you, Marsha!

There will be a District Picnic at the DTJ
facility on September 3 at noon. Chicken and
sides will be provided. You can bring a
dessert or something if you want. Drinks can
be purchased.

October is our game day. So, bring your
favorite games to the meeting. November is
lodge elections. If anyone wants to have a
position, please let us know. We will proba-
bly play Bingo that day, too.

We hope you all have a wonderful end of
summer and start of Autumn.

Fraternally yours,
Judy (Sevcik) Genco
Scribe
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LODGE HAPPENINGS

“Czeching” In!

Kruh Osvojenych Zen A Panu No.
121, Dillonvale, Ohio — Greetings to
all, and happy September! How exciting
it is to be entering the beginning of
another school year. There is always a
special feeling in the air as students
head back to the classroom, reunite with
friends, and begin another year of learn-
ing and new experiences.

We would like to wish all of our
youngsters, teachers, school staff, and
administrators a wonderful and success-
ful school year! May the year ahead be
filled with learning, friendship, new
opportunities, and many happy memo-
ries.

Our members have been busy doing
volunteer work in our local churches.
They have been helping with fundrais-
ers, providing meals for church dinners

and funeral dinners, and assisting with
family fellowship activities. Other vol-
unteer work includes monthly mainte-
nance, kitchen duties, and the general
upkeep of the sanctuary and social hall.
We are very proud of the time and effort
our members continue to give to their
churches and communities.

Unfortunately, we have a few mem-
bers who are in rehabilitation at this
time. We extend our very best wishes to
these members who are away from
home as they work toward recovery. We
especially keep their families in our
thoughts as they help and participate in
their loved ones’ care. We hope each of
them has a smooth recovery and will
soon be back home with family and
friends.

As for this teacher, I am getting ready

to head back to school and begin a new
“assignment” as an elementary art
teacher. This year, my position involves
three different school buildings! So,
instead of preparing one building for the
new school year, I am preparing three—
what an adventure! Honestly friends,
I’'m very excited for this new opportuni-
ty! Because of that, this month’s check-
in is going to be short and sweet.

On behalf of BetterLife Lodge
No.121, we wish everyone a happy
beginning to the fall season. May
September bring cooler days, colorful
leaves, and a wonderful start to another
school year. We look forward to another
new school adventure and all that the
coming months will bring!

Best wishes,
Sister Wendy Kurtz Lovell

Getting Together & Finishing Strong

Lodge Woodrow Wilson No. 377,
Brookfield, Illinois — As with the rest
of this issue, August brings news of our
lodge from the CSA Get-Together in
Milwaukee. After a number of years that
I was unable to attend GTGs, I did trav-
el to Wisconsin for this one. I was
delighted to reconnect with people I
hadn’t seen over those years, and it also
was great to have the opportunity to get
to know some new faces from different
lodges. Photos and updates about the
major GTG events are spread through-
out this issue, so here I’'m just adding
my own spin. We did manage to grab a
photo of our lodge members who attend-
ed over the weekend; and I’ve also

included a photo of someone that I hope
you recognize — even without a camera
in front of her face! Because she is
always the photographer, you don’t
often see her featured in images of the
GTG, and I thought that should be recti-
fied. Thank you, Cynthia, for being such
an amazing Journal Editor — and for
being a good sport in my personal GTG
photo request!

It’s already “back to school” time, so
I know that families are busy getting
into the swing of things for the younger
set, while our college-age students are
immersed in the many experiences that
come with the start of a new term. Our
traditional lodge activities are a way that

we always finish the year strong, includ-
ing officer elections in November and
our year-end holiday potluck and toy
drive. We hope you will join us in par-
ticipating, and meanwhile we wish
everyone well for this academic year
and ask that you keep us posted about
any news from your own circle. Keep
watching this column for updates from
our lodge and members, and don’t hesi-
tate to reach out with any questions or
comments!
Fraternally,
Jean Hemzacek Laukant
hemzacek.j@gmail.com
630-915-9745
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LODGE HAPPENINGS

Lodge Laurel No. 452, Ashford,
Connecticut — We had two graduates
this year. Emily Mary Goodwin gradu-
ated summa cum laude from Sacred
Heart University in Fairfield,
Connecticut with her bachelor’s degree
in nutrition and dietetics with a minor in
psychology. She received Health
Science Honors and an honorable men-
tion for best paper for health science
capstone. She will be returning to
Sacred Heart this Fall to work on her
master’s degree in dietetics to become a
Registered Dietitian Nutritionist.

Ryan James Goodwin graduated
from Simsbury High School with hon-
ors. Ryan was the Senior Captain for
Simsbury High School Varsity teams of
Soccer, Ice Hockey, and Lacrosse. He
was MVP in Soccer when his team won
the State Championship. He was
Academic All State in Hockey and All
Conference in Soccer and Hockey. He
will be attending the University of
Tampa this Fall to study business.

Like us on Facebook

Graduates, Pin Ceremony, and Annual Picnic

On June 27, Lodge Laurel held our
Pin Ceremony, monthly meeting, and
our Annual Picnic at the home of
Brother and Sister Bob and Gail Zaicek.
We began with our Pin Ceremony, led
by Lodge President Sister Kirsten Varga.
We were disappointed that more pin
recipients were not present. However,
the pictures show Sister Kirsten present-
ing 75-Year-Pins to John Piader, Robert
Zaicek, and Jill Goodwin. She also pre-
sented a 50-Year-Pin to her husband,
Stephen Varga. Sisters Marion and
Laura plan to deliver pins to those local-
ly. Distant recipients will receive spe-
cial certificates.

We held a short meeting followed by
our picnic. The menu consisted of
smoked pork, hamburgers, hot dogs, and
many delicious salads and desserts pre-
pared by lodge members. We all
enjoyed speaking with and getting to
know member John Piader, as well as
visiting with all present. A great time

was had by all! We all left with very
full tummies!

During our meeting, we set the dates
for our meetings for the remainder of

the year. Our next meeting will be held
on Sunday, September 20 at 3:00 p.m. at
my home in Mansfield. Our October
meeting will include our Annual
Memorial Service to be held at St.
Philip’s Cemetery in Ashford at 1:00
p-m. on October 18, followed by a pizza
luncheon and meeting at the Midway
Restaurant.

Our November Annual Meeting will
be held on November 15 at St. Philip’s
Hall in Ashford at 2:00 p.m. We will
also hold our annual competition at this
meeting. Our December meeting and
Christmas Party will be held on
December 13 at St. Philip’s Church Hall
at 1:00 p.m. Please keep these dates in
mind and be sure to join us!

Fraternally,
Marion Varga
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LODGE HAPPENINGS

Graduations, GTG, and Baseball

Lodge Groveton No. 4, Coraopolis,
Pennsylvania — Hello, Brothers and Sisters.
Why does summer always come and go so
fast? It’s so hard to believe that it’s already
September. However, the —“ember” months
can sometimes be the best months of the
year with so much to look forward to!

Lodge Groveton does have more high
school graduations to report from the previ-
ous school year! Congratulations to the four
grandsons of Joan Obeldobel. They are
Justin Obeldobel from Hopewell High
School, Jordan Cannon from General
McLane High School in Edinboro, as well as
Grayson and Parker Liebert from Wheeler
High School in Georgia. All will attend col-
lege this fall. We wish them the best of luck
in their endeavors and hope they study hard!

Our lodge had representation at the 89th
Annual Get-Together in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, with four members in attendance.
We voted to make a monetary donation to
the Service Project. Congratulations to John
Weiss for winning Fraternalist of the Year!

John, you are wonderful and so deserving of
this honor. We would also like to congratu-
late Josie Schretter for being awarded the
Kropik Scholarship, as well as being
crowned as the new Miss National CSA! We
look forward to reading about your journey
in your articles! Best wishes to outgoing
Miss National CSA, Cassidy Payer, and con-
testant Annabella Ryals! Also, a big thank
you to the GTG Committee for all their hard
work and planning for this busy weekend.
Members were able to explore
Milwaukee a bit. Terry and Kathy Placek hit
the casino in their spare time! Patty and
Hunter Yurkovich were able to visit the
Public Market in the Historic Third Ward,
tour the Lakefront Brewery, visit the Harley
Davidson Museum, walk along the River

Walk, visit the Milwaukee Zoo, and attend a
Brewers game at American Family Field.
The Pittsburgh Pirates so happened to be vis-
iting the Brewers, and they took home a win!
Let’s go, Bucs!

Lodge Groveton did not have an August
meeting. We planned a dinner and purchased
tickets to a Pirates game at PNC Park for
interested members. Stay tuned for the next
Journal to hear all about the events!

Meetings are the first Wednesday of the
month at Groveton Firehall at 7 p.m. Food
and refreshments are available at each meet-
ing. There is also an attendance drawing with
a monetary prize. We hope you’ll join us for
a meeting.

Fraternally,
Sis. Hunter Rae Yurkovich
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LODGE HAPPENINGS
Remembering Lidice and Socializing, Too

Lodge Lincoln No. 7, Berwyn, Illinois
— Summer has been busy for many of
Lodge Lincoln’s members. In early
June, members met and attended the
annual Lidice Commemoration held at
Lidice Memorial Park, in Crest Hill,
Illinois. The park itself has 82 rose
bushes planted in honor of the 82 chil-
dren who were persecuted and died in
Lidice. Various organizations came
together sharing their talents to make
this a beautiful ceremony. The groups
included American Sokol Guard, stu-
dents of the T.G. Masaryk Czech
School, various officials from Crest
Hill, the Deputy Consul General of the
Czech Republic, a representative from
Cedar Rapids, and the featured speaker,
Tim Jenkins, from People in Need, who
was introduced by our own Sister Vera
Wilt, who represented Sokol Spirit.
There was a presentation of colors,
songs and anthems were sung, poems
recited, an elegy for Lidice was present-
ed, and speeches were given. If you
have never attended the ceremony

before, I recommend you plan to attend
— "

next June.

After the program and light refresh-
ments at the park, lodge members and
family went to White Fence Farm for a
group lunch and brief meeting. They
enjoyed a delicious chicken dinner with
all the sides, provided by Lodge
Lincoln, and enjoyed socializing with
friends. On August 16, they enjoyed a
steak cookout and lodge meeting at the
home of Stan and Pat Smolucha.

In July, Miss Czech-Slovak 2025-
2026 First Runner Up, Isabel Sherman,
attended the United Moravian Societies
Annual Picnic held in Glendale Heights,

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com

Illinois. Pat and Stan Smolucha spoke
with her and were able to get a photo
with her wearing the kroj that she and
her mother sewed and embroidered for
her. She is a proud, confident, and
delightful young lady who represents
the Czech-Slovak culture with much
grace. She is a resident of Cedar Rapids,
Iowa. The picnic had delicious food,
games for the children, dancing, enter-
tainment, and music.
Fraternally yours,
Pat Smolucha
(s.smolucha@sbcglobal.net)
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Irene Marie (Naxera) Hamous, 93,
passed away peacefully on June 20,
2026, after suffering complications from
a recent fall. Irene was born February 2,
1933, in Cedar Rapids, lowa, the daugh-
ter of George and Alma (Hajny) Naxera.
She was a lifelong Cedar Rapids resi-
dent. Irene’s mother died unexpectedly
from a tragic car accident in 1957, and
out of her grief, Irene became deter-
mined to always go out of her way to be
there for others. She was a devoted wife,
mother, grandmother and great-grand-
mother, and she was also famous for
“mothering” others who needed her
care. Irene never met a stranger, and she
is remembered by all who knew her as a
warm and welcoming presence.

Irene was united in marriage with
Don Hamous on June 6, 1953. They
were married 68 years and were able to
spend many years travelling in the U.S.
and Europe. They made frequent trips to
the Czech Republic where they main-
tained close ties with Czech family
members. Irene and Don enjoyed travel-
ing around much of this beautiful United
States by automobile and later by
motorhome. Frequent trips were made to
Wichita, Kansas to visit Steve and Janet
and family. A favorite motorhome desti-
nation was the Tampa and Petersburg

Lodge No. Lodge Name
463 St. Petersburg
419 Wayne Star

area of Florida from January to March.
And, yes, they got home in time to see
the Cedar Rapids snow melt!

One of their other favorite pastimes
was combing through garage sales, thrift
shops, and antique markets to add to
their many collections.

Irene kept very busy her entire life.
She was a lifetime member of NCSML,
NCSML Guild, CSA, ZCBJ “Zapadni
Cesko Bratrska Jednota” (Western
Bohemian Fraternal Association), Hus
Memorial Presbyterian Church, Central
Park Presbyterian Church (where she
sang in their choir), First Presbyterian
Church, Czech National Cemetery
board, Seminole Vally Farm board
(Board President), and the Czech
Women’s Educational board. She was
also a 60-year Sokol member and taught
several tots and small girl’s classes.

Irene was awarded Aristotelian mem-
bership at Wilson High School where
she graduated in the class of 1951. She
was an avid quilter and supplied family
members with warm, cozy quilts. Irene
was also known for her love of baking,
and she delighted many people with a
freshly baked Vanocka at
Christmastime, or a plate of her tradi-
tional butter cookies.

Irene was most proud of her Czech
heritage and was a tireless supporter of
the Czech community. Through her
work with and support of the National
Czech & Slovak Museum & Library, she
was able to make a significant contribu-
tion to educating the public about the
Czech culture and traditions. She and
her husband Don donated the funds nec-
essary to build the Museum’s rotating
Czech costume (Kroj) display, and many
of her family Kroj are highly valued
pieces of the museum’s costume collec-
tion.

Family members fondly recall her
efforts to support special events where
she outfitted family members in authen-
tic Czech costumes to march in various
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parades held in Czech Village.

Irene was preceded in death by her
husband Don, her parents, her brothers
Vic and Max Naxera, her granddaughter,
Sarah Hamous, and many beloved
cousins.

She is survived by her two sons
Bruce (Barbara) Hamous of Cedar
Rapids and Steve (Janet) Hamous of
Wichita, Kansas; grandchildren Brandon
(Sandy) Hamous, James Hamous,
Christina (Nick) Stanbrough, AJ
Hamous, and Michael Hamous; and nine
great grandchildren.

A memorial for Irene has been estab-
lished with the National Czech &
Slovak Museum & Library, 1400
Inspiration Place SW, Cedar Rapids,
Towa, 52404.

Lodge Yankee-Jungmann No. 377
recently experienced the loss of one of
our long time and enthusiastic members,
Frank Michalek. He participated in
numerous activities throughout his life
and was a devoted member, leader and
instructor in Sokol. His athletic fitness
enabled him to receive numerous awards
including setting several world records
in senior Olympic track and field com-
petitions. Frank was a Marine Corp
veteran and recently participated in the
Honor Flight Program. He was a life-
long musician and could be heard play-
ing his harmonica at many events. In
addition to being a life-long member of
CSA, he was also a member of the
Coast Guard Auxiliary and American
Legion.

Frank’s tireless and compassionate
work will be truly missed by all who
knew him throughout his 92 years of
life. Our heartfelt condolences are
extended to his family.



6 Photo Contest

(8 Best of Contest: $250
' Prize for Each Catergory:
1st Place: $125
2nd Place: $75

3rd Place: $50

Youth
1st Place : $125
2nd Place: $75
3rd Place: $50

Deadline: September 26,2026

Photo submission Categories
)Submitted photograph(s) must be taken By a

Animals
CSA member in the year 2025 or 2026. No Nature
prpffesmnaLor_s‘Fudlo photos will be People
considered, as this is an amateur contest. )
Photographers Choice
) Participants may send only one (1) submission (Objects or subjects of interest)

max, per each of the 4 catergories. A member
will also only be allowed to win up to two Send photos to:
catergories max.

kdeegan@betterlifeins.com

You may submit any size photo (up to .
) 8X10), un-mounted, in black and 2050 Finley Road

white or color. The photo must be Attn: Fraternal Dept.
submitted as is; no retouching or P.O. Box 249

photo shopping Lombard, IL 60148

Digital images must be sent electronically or printed traditionally on photo paper; print-outs on
computer paper will not be accepted. If mailing your photo, include your name, lodge name and
number, age, full address, phone number, type of camera used, and submission category. If the
photo includes specific scenery, please give the location. Do not write on the back of the photos

Connect with us:

L 1-800-779-1936 @ www.csalife.com 0 @csafraternallife =~ CSAPOCNST09192025
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Terry L. Harrison

Scholarslﬂip Fund RePor’t

June 10, 2026 - August 10, 2026

TO CONTINUE CZECH HERITAGE AND CSA’S IN MEMORY OF DECEASED MEMBERS

TRADITION OF ASSISTING OUR YOUNG Lodge Paramount Southgate No. 372
MEMBERS IN PURSUING THEIR EDUCATION
Lodge DuPage Pioneers No. 409 IN HONOR OF EUNICE SEMPLE’S 100th
BIRTHDAY
Gilbert and Lind Lilly Lodge Yankee-Jungmann No. 77

Lodge DuPage Pioneers No. 409

IN MEMORY OF RUDY AND MARY PARIZEK Total Donations: $1,500.00

Scholarship applications are available at CSALife.com

SEPTEMBER ] 7 — Home Office Closed (Labor Day)

26 — Deadline: Photo Contest Entry

OCTOBER ] 15 — Deadline: Veteran’s Names & Articles

o

NOVEMBER ] 26 — Home Office Closed (Thanksgiving)

27 - Home Office Closed (Thanksgiving)

S

DECEMBER ] 1 —Deadline: CSA Serves Matching Funds Request

24 — Home Office Closed (Christmas)

25 — Home Office Closed (Christmas)
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LODGE HAPPENINGS

Horse Races, Harvest Festivals, and More!

Lodge Paramount Southgate No. 372,
Maple Heights, Ohio — In lieu of our reg-
ular June meeting, we had our Annual
Casino Bus Trip to the Rivers Casino in
Pennsylvania on June 10. We missed our
President Mary Ann Toncar; we hope she
will be able to attend our meetings soon.

In addition to our local folk, we were
joined at the casino by members from
Lodge Groveton No. 4, and from the
Home Office, John Kielczewski and Julie
Souza. Julie had Pink Whitney “Nips”
with an attached lotto scratch off for
everyone, with a cute pitch: “Give us a
shot! You may scratch a win!” BetterLife.

Everybody boarded the bus, we said
the Pledge of Allegiance, and our adven-
ture began! We started the ride with the
$1 and $5 bags going around along with
beverages and snacks. We also did the
50/50 raffle. The back of the bus had the
winners: John K. won the $5 bag.
Unfortunately, I don’t recall who won the
$1 bag or the 50/50. Next up was the
Horse Race!

The horses were coming out of the pad-
dock heading for the starting gates as the
betting board went around the bus.
Anticipation was high as they entered the
gate: position #1 Coco, #2 Waldo, #3
Skip, #4 Chip, #5 Elmo, and #6 Cookie.

Symbolically the “Call to the Post” was
called and the horses started out of the
gate. Coco led the charge and was in the
lead through the turn. Skip, however,
decided to hang around the gate until all
the other horses were almost at the turn
before he decided to trot out. The horses
made the turn with Coco in the lead by 4
lengths; the other horses were trying to
catch up. Skip trotted happily along, not a
care in the world, in last place. Coco won
the race by 5 lengths. Congratulations to
all the winners!

We arrived at the casino and everyone
was told where to go to pick up their gam-
ing credit and to be back at the bus by 4
p-m. Everyone headed in to try their luck,
have lunch, try their luck again, or take in
the river walk. Everyone was accounted
for and the bus headed back. Wine service
began with other beverages, some snacks,
and another 50/50 raffle that Julie won.
Congratulations to the winner! Thank you
everyone who came. We hope you had a
great time!

Thank you, Judy and Tony and Maria
and Chelsea, who made cookies; Diane
and Barbara for the Jell-O shots; John and
Bill for the Bloody Mary’s; and Kris and
Bruce Marek for the chips. Thank you,
Maria and Chelsea, for taking care of the
bags, raffles, and Horse Race bets.

Our July meeting was held at the DTJ
in Taborville, Ohio with our regular band
of merry members: Diane, Kris and Bruce,
Donna, Johnny, and me. We had an extra
special youth member Grayson (Kris and
Bruce’s grandson) attend our meeting,
also! We are still missing our President,
Mary Ann.

We are getting ready for our Annual
Mike Wallette Steak Roast; it’s always a
good time.

Diane filled us in on the BetterLife
meeting she attended. They had a work-
shop where they broke out into groups of
7-8 people and discussed how to get
younger people involved in the organiza-
tion.

We will be selecting drivers for the
Thank-A-Driver program.

The 103rd Cesky (Czech Day) and the
92nd Obzinky (Harvest Festival) are over.
Everyone had a good time listening to the
bands that were playing in and out of the
building. Our President, Mary Ann, was
seen swaying to the music outside! There

were also many fantastic raffle baskets to
choose from at each event, and there was a
parade at the Harvest Festival. People
were enjoying all of the great food that the
phenomenal volunteers cooked up, be it in
the kitchen or on the grill. Many thanks to
all of the hard-working volunteers who
helped to make these events as great as
they are!

The DTJ in Taborville, Ohio will have
their Annual Clambake and Bake Sale on
September 20, serving from 1 — 3 p.m. “A
Night at the Races” will be held October
10 at 6:30 p.m. The DTJ in Taborville,
Ohio will have their Chicken or Duck
Dinners on October 4 and November 1.
All dinners require reservations and are
served 12 to 2 p.m. For reservations, call
Kris Marek (440) 543-8494. Reservations
must be in by Wednesday before the din-
ner. Meet up with friends and have a great
meal.

Birthdays for July were Diane’s hubby,
Gooey, on the 16 and Grayson on the 24.

Congratulations to the 50/50 winners:
Kris, Diane (she gave it to Grayson), and
Johnny.

Thank you, Diane, for the delicious
Sloppy Joe’s, Fritos, and pineapple/blue-
berry pie for a crowd.

Our meetings for 2026 will be:
September 24, October 22, November 19,
and December 17. We would love to see
you! Come to a meeting, reconnect with
friends, and have a tasty “snack”.

Please support the DTJ events; you are
sure to have fun! Go to
www.dtjtaborville.com or visit them on
Facebook for more information about
upcoming events.

Fraternally,
Annette Reichman

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com
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Just Kids

Back to School
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N Send Just Kids your stories, riddles, etc.
— Mail: Just Kids, ¢/o the CSA Journal,
1 P.O. Box 249, Lombard, IL 60148
Email to: CSAJournalEditor@gmail.com
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1 Czech to English

Let’s go to school.
Pojd’me do skoly.

Remember to pack your lunch.
Nezapomeiite si sbalit obéd.

I_I_IIJ

Do your homework.
Udélejte si domaci ukol.
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What Image Will §
You Capture

for This Year's
Photo Contest?

\ See details on page 31.




