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Membership Matters

Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Hello to all, and happy October to 
everyone out there.  Autumn usually is 
the time when I’m able to get out and 
about and visit some of our CSA lodges 
and Districts.  This year is no different, 
as I, along with a few people from our 
staff, will be (and have been) traveling 
around the countryside to several events. 
 
Kelly Deegan, our Fraternal Manager, 
has been traveling with our Miss CSA, 
Josie Schretter, to a few events. One was 
the Annual Kolache Festival in 
Caldwell, Texas in September, with the 
Czech and Slovak Folklife Festival in 
Virginia coming up in mid-October.   
Those events are always fun.  Be on the 
lookout for pictures from Kelly on 
Facebook and in our Journal. 
 
Additionally, Nick Kosmas and his wife 
Lisa attended the Brewnost Festival at 
the National Czech and Slovak Museum 
and Library in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.   I’m 
honored to be on the Board of the 
NCSML, and we at CSA/BetterLife are 
always happy to have representatives at 

museum events. 
 
As far as my travels, I’ve been all 
around visiting lodges and Districts, in 
addition to meeting up with our new 
partners, the Sons of Norway, at a few 
SoN events.  It’s been a wonderful expe-
rience to be a part of the growth at CSA/ 
BetterLife, and I look forward to the 
continued growth in the future. 
 
As always, feel free to reach out if you 
have any questions or concerns, or if 
you just want to say hello. We’re here 
for you! 
 
Thanks to all for your support, and 
(early) happy holiday season as we inch 
toward the end of the year. 
 
Until next month…  
 

John J. Kielczewski 
Senior Vice President 

CSA Fraternal Life 
BetterLife 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Autumn  –  A Time for Travel

John J. Kielczewski 
Senior Vice President 

Fraternal Development 
BetterLife 

Honor a Veteran 
 
CSA members who are current or past members of 

the Armed Forces will be honored  
in the November Journal. 

 
Please submit member names by October 15  

to CSAJournalEditor@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events 

October 15 
DEADLINE 
Submit names of CSA members who are veterans or 
currently serving our country to be included in the 
November Journal. 
 
October 15 
Happy Halloween 
 
November 11 
Veteran’s Day 
 
November 26 – 27 
Home Office Closed for Thanksgiving 
 
December 1 
DEADLINE 
CSA Serves Matching Funds Request Due. 

Board of Directors 
 

Chris Campbell 
Madison, WI 

 
Mary Bradley 
Frankfort, MI 

 
Michael Hosek 

Lincoln, NE 
 

Duane Jirik 
New Prague, MN 

 
Daniel L. Shinnick 
Mount Horeb, WI 

 
Maria Ferrante-Schepis 

McKees Rocks, PA 
 

Bradley Bodell 
Chicago, IL 

 
Russell Denk 
Madison, WI 

 
Daniel Biank 

Blanchardville, WI 
 

Terry Placek 
Lawrence, PA 

 
 

Executive Leadership 
 

Chris Campbell 
CEO and Chairman of the Board 

 
Leanna Letuchy 
Chief Financial Officer 

 
Dudley Simmons, CLF 
Chief Distribution Officer 
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Senior Vice President, 
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Member & Community 
Engagement Leadership 

 
Jake Manne 

Senior Director of  
Member & Community Engagement 

 
John J. Kielczewski 
Senior Vice President,  
Fraternal Development 

 
 

 
 

Leadership
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Today’s Fraternal
Enjoy the Season and the Activities it Brings
Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Summer is almost over—how sad! 
Summer always seems to go by way too 
fast. I hope everyone has had a wonder-
ful summer filled with fun, family, 
friends, and plenty of good memories. 
 
I would like to send a special thank-you 
to Lodge Svetlo for having Josie 

Schretter, Rita Schretter, and me at the 
Kolache Festival. We had a wonderful 
time and truly appreciated the hospitali-
ty and warm welcome. It is always great 
to visit our lodges and spend time with 
our members! 
 
The Photo Contest has brought in many 
wonderful entries this year! Thank you 
to everyone who took the time to send in 
your pictures. It has been great to see all 
the activities and memories being 
shared. The winners will be announced 
in the December Journal, so be sure to 
watch for them! 
 
A reminder: District Council No. 12 will 
meet at the Lombard office on October 
15 at noon. 

As we head into fall, I hope everyone 
enjoys the changing season and all the 
activities that come with it. Thank you 
for all you continue to do for CSA and 
for staying involved with your lodges 
and fellow members. 
 

Fraternally,  
Kelly Deegan 

,  
 

Kelly Deegan 
Fraternal Programs Manager 
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Miss National CSA

Hello Brothers and Sisters,  
I hope everyone is doing well! This past 
month has been so much fun! I had the 
opportunity to attend the Kolache 
Festival in Caldwell, Texas. From the 
second I was crowned Miss CSA, every-
one warned me about how hot Texas 
would be—and they were right! 
Temperatures were in the hundreds, and 
I definitely got a little burnt. Despite the 
heat, we had such a wonderful time. 
     We walked around the festival and 
saw so many cute stands and shops 
filled with jewelry, clothes, and decora-
tions. We met so many interesting peo-
ple, including all the SPJST royalty, 
who were so kind and funny. I also got 
to meet the King and Queen of the 
Kolache Festival! Kelly and I had to 
keep up with her tradition of getting per-

manent jewelry, which was such a fun 
keepsake to remember the festival by. 
Of course, we drank lots and lots of 
water and lemonade—and ate plenty of 
kolaches! My favorite was blueberry! 
     I also got to help with the kolache 
eating contest, which was equally enter-
taining and disgusting! Everyone was so 
dedicated, and I loved seeing the tradi-
tion of certain people and groups com-
ing back to compete each year. So many 
people came out to watch and partici-
pate, even in such a small town. I espe-
cially want to thank everyone from 
Lodge Svetlo No. 277 for showing us 
around and introducing us to even more 
people. Overall, the festival was a blast, 
and I’m so glad I got to be a part of it! 
     Other than that, school has been so 
much fun. I’ve continued taking clients 
and learning more each day. The girls I 

go to school with are so much fun to be 
around and are always so helpful to one 
another. I’m really enjoying everything 
I’m learning and the new experiences 
that come with it! 
     This month, I’ll be traveling to 
Virginia for another festival, and I can’t 
wait! I’m looking forward to another 
fun adventure and meeting even more of 
our CSA family. 

All the best, 
Josie Schretter 

Miss CSA 2026-2027 

Fun Times at Kolache Festival
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Member in the Spotlight Times Two: 
Barbara and Don Pulkrab
Lodge Prokop Velky No. 137, Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa – for our member spot-
light, we have the dynamic duo of 
Barbara and Don Pulkrab. Barb and Don 
are very active members of CSA. Barb’s 
dad was a CSA member and officer in 
the organization, and Barb has followed 
in his footsteps, holding offices as well. 
Barb has fond memories of attending 
CSA bowling activities as a child.  
     Don’s parents were members of 
ZCBJ Western Fraternal Life and Sokol 
Cedar Rapids Gymnastics and Fitness 
Center. Marj Nejdl was a member of 
both ZCBJ and CSA and invited the 
Pulkrabs to join CSA. With Barb’s dad’s 
involvement and her classmates Dorothy 
Ditch and Peg Zach as members, they 
became active members as well. Both 
Barb and Don said they really enjoy 
being with the people in CSA. They rep-
resented Lodge Prokop Velky No. 137 at 
the Get-Together in Pittsburg and had a 

great time meeting all the people, play-
ing cards with Tom and Loretta Ledvina, 
and joining in all the activities. 
     Don’s grandfather on his father’s side 
came to the United States in 1908. His 
grandmother came the following year. 
They immigrated at a time when immi-
grants needed proof of sponsorship to 
leave the boat, making separate arrivals 
for family members common. Don’s 
parents were both born in 
Czechoslovakia. Barb’s mom was born 
in Chicago, Illinois, and was orphaned 
as a young child, coming to Cedar 
Rapids to make her home with her 
maternal aunt. Barb’s dad was born in 
the United States, and both her mom and 
grandmother spoke Czech. Her dad 
made sauerkraut and wine, and worked 
at Cherry Burrell (now Evergreen 
Packaging), where Don also worked for 
45 years. 
     Don started classes at Sokol gym at 
the age of five as both of his parents 
were Sokols born in Czechoslovakia 
who were very active in the Sokol Cedar 
Rapids Gymnastics and Fitness Center. 
His mother, Beatrice, served as 
Women’s President at one time. Don 
attended classes until the junior boys 
level and began helping in all Sokol 
activities, including pork suppers and 
the dancing group, etc. He went to 
Western District Instructors Schools and 
National Schools, and began teaching 
small boys classes at the age of 15, con-
tinuing to teach for 25 years except for 
the two years he served in the Army. He 
met his future wife, Barbara Dalecky, at 
Sokol as she also began Sokol at the age 
of five. They met in the gym. Don’s 
folks had a cabin at Sokol Camp located 
two and a half miles from Center Point, 
Iowa, and Barb attended camp. Don was 
a Sokol Camp Counselor for several 
years during summer break, while his 
mother and his aunt, Annie Podzimek, 
worked as camp cooks for many years 
with the other Sokol ladies. 
     Going into the men’s class at the age 
of 18, Don competed in All District and 
National Sokol competitions. He is a 

certified Sokol Gymnastics Judge, judg-
ing not only Sokol meets, but also Cedar 
Rapids High School meets for as long as 
the sport was in the Cedar Rapids 
School District, and events for the 
University of Northern Iowa. Don com-
peted from the age of 14 in Sokol meets 
until his last meet at the age of 52 when 
he competed in the Masters II Division 
in the Sokol U.S.A. Slet in 1987, where 
he placed first! 
     When Don came home on leave from 
Army basic training at White Sands 
Missile Range in New Mexico, he and 
Barb were married on his birthday, 
October 12, 1957. He has never forgot-
ten an anniversary! On their wedding 
night, they decided not to stay in Cedar 
Rapids and headed toward Des Moines, 
Iowa. Unfortunately, their car broke 
down in Des Moines, presenting a prob-
lem as Don had to return to base on time 
to avoid being absent without leave 
(AWOL). Fortunately, they made it back 
in time.  
     Initially, Don was assigned to be a 
cook in the Army. Later, he became a 
clerk in the office, responsible for esti-
mating the costs for missile testing. He 
worked with the testing program, but he 
never saw the missiles go off. Barb and 
Don lived off-base. After Barb took the 
civil service test to work on the base, 
they carpooled to the base and ended up 
working in the same building just a cou-
ple of doors down from each other. 
While stationed in New Mexico, they 
would cross the border to Juarez to get 
gas, take the car back to the United 
States, then return to Mexico to see bull-
fights, go shopping, and see other enter-
tainment. They even saw the Kingston 
Trio, the group responsible for the 1958 
smash hit “Tom Dooley,” in concert! 
     Barb worked as an usherette at the 
Iowa Theater and at the Harmony 
Cafeteria while in high school, and after 
graduation accepted a position with 
O’Dea Finance Company where she was 
responsible for keeping records and 
accounts payable. While working at 
O’Dea, she had coffee and pizza for the 
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Member in the Spotlight Times Two: 
Barbara and Don Pulkrab
first time at work. After Don completed 
his service, they returned to Cedar 
Rapids, where Barb worked at Collins 
Radio Company, the Curiosity Shop, 
and at Brosh Chapel for 14 years. 
     In addition to their membership in 
CSA, Barb and Don are members of 
BetterLife Lodge No. 262, the Czech 
Heritage Foundation (Barb is the secre-
tary), the Federation of Czech Groups 
(Barb is the secretary); lifetime mem-
bers of the National Czech & Slovak 
Museum & Library; and Sokol 
Gymnastics Association participants and 
members for over 70 years, where Don 
held the offices of Men’s President, 
Recording Secretary, and Head of Men’s 
Board of Instructors. They both belong 
to St. Wenceslaus Church, where Barb 
helps with Czech Goulash Day, is a 
member of St. Monica Circle, and has 
held the offices of president and secre-
tary. Barb is also a member of the Czech 
National Cemetery, and Don is a 42-
year member of the Linn County Trails 
Association and the Hawkeye Bicycle 
Association. Don and Barb also partici-
pated in a Czech dance group wearing    
Czech costumes. 
     Don became an avid cyclist in 1975, 
purchasing his first 10-speed at Hall 

Bicycle—a family-owned business start-
ed in Cedar Rapids in 1898, purchased 
in 1929 by the current owner’s great- 
grandfather, and standing as one of the 
oldest continuously running bicycle 
shops in the U.S. It was definitely a 
starting point for many miles of bicy-
cling for Don.  
     Don rode in the Register’s Annual 
Great Bike Ride Across Iowa (RAG-
BRAI) for 42 consecutive years, partici-
pating in 42 of the 53 years since its 
start in 1973. RAGBRAI is the oldest, 
largest, longest multi-day bike tour in 
the world. Riders from all 50 states and 
more than 20 countries come to Iowa to 
experience Iowa’s hospitality and fun! 
Don’s first RAGBRAI was number 3 in 
1975. The following year, his sons Mike 
and Alan joined him and continued rid-
ing RAGBRAI during their high school 
years. Don credits Dick Kittrell as an 
influence in his passion for bicycling. 
He rode his bike across the state, the 
entire route, without walking a mile, 
conquering every hill on his bike 42 
times! Many people think Iowa is flat. 
Anyone who has ridden RAGBRAI 
knows it is not flat and Don rode every 
mile! Don was a mileage nut who com-
pleted 326 century rides (100 miles in 

one day), 5 double centuries (200 miles 
in one day), and over 280,000 miles of 
riding. He toured Ireland by bike for two 
weeks in 1980 and completed the 
Florida SAFARI, multi-day bike ride, 
for 20 years. 
     Barb is an amazing baker. As a mem-
ber of St. Monica Circle, she bakes 
kolaches for fundraisers, helps make tra-
ditional Czech goulash for St. 
Wenceslaus, and makes dinners and 
kolaches for Sokols. However, she may 
be best known for her cakes! She was 
inspired by a neighbor who made wed-
ding cakes. This prompted her to take a 
class where she found she really enjoyed 
making and decorating wedding cakes. 
She began baking and decorating cakes 
for weddings and graduations, making 
May and June exceptionally busy. She 
was very creative, she used her neigh-
bor’s freezer, the pool table in their 
home for cake assembly, and made 
frosting in big containers. In 25 years of 
baking, decorating, and transporting 
elaborate wedding cakes featuring mul-
tiple tiers, pillars, stairs, bridges, and 
fountains, she never dropped one. Many 
members of Lodge Prokop Velky No. 
137 speak from experience when they 
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Member in the Spotlight Times Two: 
Barbara and Don Pulkrab
say they were delicious! Barb’s artistic 
abilities may have come from her mom, 
who demonstrated talent in painting and 
drawing. 
     Barb does not enjoy cooking or mak-
ing cookies, so Don is in charge of 
cooking, which is probably for the best 
since Barb is a picky eater. Their daugh-
ter Debra enjoys decorating cookies so 
the artistry continues.  
     When they travel, it seems to turn 
into an adventure. They traveled to the 
Czech Republic in 1996. While there, 
they were robbed on the tram/subway 
system. They weren’t robbed by some-
one from the Czech Republic, apparent-
ly individuals from other countries with 
nefarious intentions cross the border to 
prey on tourists. When they visited 
Hawaii, their flight was delayed, leading 

them to find it safer to just stay home, 
keeping busy with their many activities. 
     Barb and Don have four children: 
Debra (Steve) Stark, Michael (Sheila) 
Pulkrab, Carol (Scott) Lund, and Alan 
(Michelle) Pulkrab; nine grandchildren 
and two step-grandchildren: Breanna, 
Alex, Slater, Bailen, Drew, Grant, 
Bryce, Brady, Tori, Gage, and Killian; 
and three great-grandchildren: Brooke, 
Barrett, and Henry. 
     At 88 and 91 years young, Barb and 
Don maintain a healthy lifestyle through 
stretch classes at Sokols, and Don con-
tinues to ride his bike, having biked ten 
times this year. They embody the CSA 
spirit of giving. We are proud to call 
Barb and Don Pulkrab our sister and 
brother.    

Michelle Nejdl
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Have You Earned a 50- or 75-Year Pin?
District Council

District Council No. 10, Northern 
Ohio – Our meeting was on September 
3.  In attendance from Lodge 
Paramount/Southgate were: Diane D., 
Johnny W., Kris and Bruce M., Mary 
Ann T., Donna S., and me.  From Lodge 
Cleveland Chapter, attendees included:  

Freddie S., Marsha G., Jan R., Tony G., 
new member Denise K., and her guest 
Diana W. 
     Congratulations, Johnny Weiss, on 
being selected as Fraternalist of the Year 
2026!  Diane presented him with a Beer 
& Belly Sports Grille gift certificate and 

we had a cake in his honor. His mom 
Fran had the honor of being named 
Fraternalist of the Year some 30 years 
ago!  Johnny said he was so surprised 
when they called his name!  He thanked 
Freddie for the cards from Lodge 
Cleveland Chapter, Melissa G. for 
preparing his nomination form, and 
Paramount/Southgate for all of their 
support.   
     We sponsored a race and bought a 
horse for the DTJ “Night at the Races” 
on October 10.  
     The 2027 Get-Together is going to be 
in Dubuque, Iowa. More information to 
follow. 
     We are looking for people who have 
earned a 50- or 75-Year Pin but have not 
received one.  Please contact your lodge 
with the dates of your policies.  
     Remember, November is the Election 
of Officers.  If you’re interested in 
becoming an officer in your lodge, get 
your name in the running! 
     Happy Birthday to:  Jan and Kris 
(June), Judy (July), Marsha (August), 
and Diane (September).  
     Congratulations to the 50/50 win-
ners: Johnny won all three times. He 
was on a roll!  He put the third win back 
in and picked Freddie.  Congratulations! 
     Thank you to the Home Office for 
the travel spork and straw, smartwatch 
charging cord holder, notepads, and 
pens. 
     We had a very nice picnic lunch of 
fried and BBQ chicken, potato and mac-
aroni salads, coleslaw, and chips.  The 
desserts were cake, marshmallow fluff, 
watermelon, and mini eclairs.  
     Our next meeting will be our 
Christmas Luncheon on December 3 at 
the Clubhouse Restaurant, 6365 Pearl 
Road, Parma Heights, Ohio. 
     Our meetings in 2027 will be:  
Saturday, July 18, (Picnic/Pin Party) at 
the DTJ and Thursday, December 2, 
Christmas Luncheon (place and time 
TBA). 

 Fraternally, 
 Annette Reichman     
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Lodge Happenings
Wishing for Winning Horses
Lodge Paramount/Southgate No. 372, 
Maple Heights, Ohio – Our meeting 
was on August 27 with our Annual Mike 
Wallett Steak Roast at the DTJ in 
Taborville, Ohio.  
     Our President Mary Ann Toncar was 
back at the helm to lead our merry band 
of members: Kris, Bruce, Donna, 
Johnny, Diane, and me.  Mary Ann 
thanked everyone for all the cards. We 
are glad to have her back! 
     Johnny thanked everybody for nomi-
nating him for Fraternalist of the Year.  

This is the first time this area received 
the award since his mom Fran won it in 
the 70s.  Diane presented him with a 
Beer & Belly Sports Grille gift certifi-
cate. 
     We sponsored a race and bought two 
horses, Eye Yi Yi Yi and P S Trotter, for 
the DTJ “Night at the Races” on 
October 10.  Hope we have the winning 
horses! 
     We visited Lodge Cleveland Chapter 
No. 219 on September 8. Their guest 
speaker was member Jan Russell.  

     Congratulations to the 50/50 win-
ners: Mary Ann won the first two draws 
and put her second winning into the 
donation jar, and Johnny won the third.  
He has a winning streak going; he has 
won every month!  
     The DTJ in Taborville, Ohio will 
have their Chicken or Duck Dinners 
October 4 and November 1. All dinners 
require reservations and are served 12 – 
2 p.m.  For reservations, call Kris Marek 
at (440) 543-8489. Reservations must be 
in by the Wednesday before the dinner. 
Meet up with friends and have a great 
dinner. 
     For our Steak Roast, we enjoyed an 
appetizer of Boursin cheese and fig dip 
with crackers, steak, baked potatoes, 
salad, garlic bread, and Drumstick 
Dessert.  Thank you to everybody for 
bringing all the food; it was very tasty!   
     Our meetings for 2026 will be:  
October 22, November 19, and 
December 17.  We would love to see 
you!   Come to a meeting, reconnect 
with friends, and have a tasty snack. 

Fraternally,  
Annette Reichman     
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Lodge Happenings
Memorial Day Ceremony at BNC
Lodge Yankee-Jungmann No. 77, 
Brookfield, Illinois – Several Lodge 
Yankee-Jungmann members attended 
the 2026 Memorial Day Ceremony at 
the Bohemian National Cemetery.  
Lodge member Chuck Michalek helped  
organize the event which included ser-
vice members from the Army and Navy.  
CSA member Jerry Silhan played 

“Taps” during the flag raising ceremony, 
and speakers included representatives 
from the Czech General Consul’s 
Chicago Office and Klara Sebestikova 
from T.G. Masaryk Czech School. 
     Four members from our lodge 
attended the 89th Get-Together in 
Brookfield, Wisconsin. Ken Dvorsky, 
Cindy Bueneman, Mary Ellen Janda, 
and Chuck Janda. Saturday morning, we 
met up for the Sojourner Family Peace 
Center Service Project. A special thank- 
you to Cindy Bueneman for her gener-
ous donation to this project.   
     Later, my son and I attended the 
Harley Davidson Museum tour. What an 
amazing history for this famous motor-
cycle company.  We had lunch at The 
Brat House in Milwaukee. Naturally, the 
brats were the greatest tasting, especial-
ly with the addition of cheese, grilled 
onions, and mushrooms! Across the 

street was the Usinger’s meats whole-
sale store.  Good thing we brought our 
cooler! 
     There were many gift baskets for the 
raffle at the Get-Together.  We would 
like to thank Cindy Bueneman again for 
her generous donation of a basket from 
our lodge.  One of the most popular bas-
kets was from the Testicle Festival 
donated by the lodge in Vining, Iowa.  
They hold the Fest every year in 
February.  Lodge member Chuck Janda 
was the lucky winner of the basket!  It 
was Chuck’s lucky night as he also won 
the top prize in the cash raffle. 
     We ended the night with the crown-
ing of Miss CSA. It was a great Get-
Together and we had a very enjoyable 
weekend! 

Continued on page 25. 
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Lodge Happenings
Celebrating Eunice Semple’s 100th Birthday!
Our lodge experienced a very important 
milestone this summer.  Eunice Semple 
turned 100 years old on August 20, 
2026.  Her daughter Margaret held a 
party for her at the Windsor Park 
Retirement Community.  There were 
friends, relatives, and our lodge mem-
bers honoring Eunice on the special 
occasion.  
     We were given a sheet of paper on 
events that she witnessed in her 100 
years: 
1926 – Route 66 is born 
1929 – Wall Street crashes 
1931 – Empire State Building opens 
1939 – World War II starts 
1948 – TV sets become common in 

homes 
1961 – First man in space 
1965 – US Troops sent to Vietnam 
1969 – Armstrong walks on the moon 
1983 – The internet is born 
1994 – Amazon.com is launched 
2020 – COVID-19 pandemic 
2026 – Eunice turns 100! 
     Everyone also received a bookmark 
celebrating her birthday.  They had two 
of her favorite quotes on them: “Count 
Your Blessings” and “Accentuate The 
Positive”. In her honor, our lodge has 
made a donation to the CSA Scholarship 
Fund. We wish Eunice a Happy 100th 
and give our heartfelt thanks for being 
our lodge’s longtime Treasurer! 

     Lodge member Susan Lieneman’s 
grandson, Ben Saballus, graduated from 
La Grange Highlands Middle School. 
He will attend Lions Township High 
School where his brother, Frank, is a 
sophomore. Susan’s other grandson, 
Charlie Biddle, participated in the Iron 
Bull 26K Run in Wausau, Wisconsin. 
He came in First Place! 
     We wish everyone a happy 
Halloween.  Please be safe and look out 
for the little creatures trick-or-treating! 

Fraternally,  
Mary Ellen Janda 

 
Editor’s Note: Regrettably, last month’s 
article was inadvertently omitted from 

the magazine so it appears on page 24. 
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Lodge Happenings
Congratulations, Adam and Lauren Wilt 
Lodge Lincoln No. 7, Berwyn, Illinois  
– We would like to wish all our youth 
members and teachers a successful 
school year.  As children head back to 
starting another school year, please be 
careful when riding bikes or walking to 
school.  Adults, remember to stay alert 
and slow down when driving in school 
zones.  Pictured are youth members 
Penny, Ben, and Fox Gruskovak as they 
prepare for their first day of school this 

year. 
     We are proud to announce that in 
June, at the Quadrennial Convention in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, Brother Adam Wilt 
was re-elected to another term as 
President of the American Sokol, and 
Sister Lauren Wilt was elected to lead 
the Sokol Foundation. She was also 
installed as Secretary of the Bohemian 
Lawyers Association in May.  We know 
that their dedicated leadership will add 
much to these programs. 
     In August, Stan and Pat Smolucha 
hosted our annual Ribeye Steak 
Cookout at their home in Winfield. 
Everyone came hungry and brought 
appetizers, salads, or homemade 
desserts. We enjoyed fresh fruit and 
cheese kabobs, shrimp salsa and chips, 
potato salad, broccoli salad, garlic 
mashed potatoes, and Stan’s amazing 
steaks garnished with mushrooms.  For 
dessert, the homemade apricot kolacky, 
cupcakes, and chocolate dipped straw-

berries completed the meal.   
     President Matthew Schultz presided 
over our meeting and opened with the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  Secretary, Vera 
Wilt, and Treasurer, Stan Smolucha, 
gave their reports.  We then planned our 
activities for the remainder of this year.    
     Our September 30 meeting began at 
6:00 p.m. and was hosted by Sister 
Chris Lanzel with dinner included. 
Members brought dessert.   
     On October 28 at 6:30 p.m., we will 
meet at John Pritasil’s home at 606 
Robinhood Ln., La Grange Park, Illinois 
for dinner with members bringing sides 
or desserts.  We will have election of 
officers at this time since we will not 
meet in November.  All lodge members 
are welcome to come.  We look forward 
to seeing you there! 
     Have a safe and fun Halloween! 

Fraternally yours, 
Pat Smolucha   

(s.smolucha@sbcglobal.net) 
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Woodrow Wilson No. 377, 
Brookfield, Illinois – Our Annual 
Lodge Recognition Picnic was a chance 
to gather outside on what turned out to 
be a lovely day. The forecast said “rain,” 
but it never materialized during our pic-
nic time: nice to have the weather coop-
erate! This summer tradition celebrates 
our ‘Platinum’ Award in last year’s 
Lodge Recognition Program. 
     The Annual Highground “Heroes 
Ride” Bike Tour is a three-day, 165-mile 
ride that serves as a major fundraiser for 
the Highground Veterans Memorial in 
Neillsville, Wisconsin, and it has 
become a regular commitment for our 
lodge to support. Joan Cervenka, again, 
did the “heavy lifting” for the event as 
one of the ‘Northern Route’ riders, start-
ing in Hayward, Wisconsin and continu-
ing to the Memorial Park. Joan has been 
riding for this cause for over 35 years, 
and we are so proud to support her and 
the Highground Memorial.  
     Lodge officer elections are held dur-
ing the November lodge meeting, so if 
you want to serve the lodge in any 
capacity, let us know! As always, the 
meeting is the first Friday of the month: 
November 6 at 6:30 p.m. at the CSA/ 
BetterLife Home Office location in 
Lombard, Illinois.  
     In addition, our traditional holiday 
toy drive will be underway, and we ask 
for donations by that date. We will be 

collecting books, toys, games, winter 
apparel, and gift cards; this early dead-
line allows us to best coordinate with a 
local distribution effort. Can’t come to 
the meeting, but want to contribute and 
help those who are struggling in our 
community? Simply contact me. I can 
coordinate at your convenience! 
     Do you have any news or photos to 
share? I’m always seeking updates 
about our members to share here – 
please reach out and let me know. 

Fraternally, 
Jean Hemzáček Laukant    
hemzacek.j@gmail.com   

630-915-9745 
 
 

Caring, Crafting, and Community 

Riders and veterans gather together at Highground. Joanie is just left of center, in the first row standing behind 
those seated on the ground.

August lodge picnic

Joanie’s ride helps veterans - again! 
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Pingree No. 366, Dearborn 
Heights, Michigan – October is a won-
derful month transitioning us into the 
Fall with its beautiful colors, cooler 
temperatures, and fun activities – trips 
to the cider mill, harvesting apples, 
hayrides, and more.   
     Lynn and Jonathan Conrad and 
Vaclav and Jarmila Kalivoda welcomed 
Sawyer Lynn into their family circle.  
Another addition will be daughter 
Catie’s future husband, whom I met at 
the September Detroit Tiger game.     
     Seventeen of us enjoyed the game 
and being entertained by the doggies in 
attendance for Doggie Day.  Watching 
them interact with their family members 
was great entertainment along with all 
the funny antics of the fans in atten-
dance.                               
     However, it was also a time of sad-
ness as different memories were shared 
of those who left our lodge in October: 
Jerry Fiema (2016), Lillian Sasseen 
(2015), Nancy Peltola (2015, not pic-
tured), and Jeff Teichman (2025).  Tom 
Sasseen and Annie Eisner also no longer 
with us.  They all played important roles 
in our lodge and are greatly missed.  
More to follow in upcoming months. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Marie Palmer 

Doggie Day at Detroit Tigers Game
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Missouri No. 1, St. Louis, 
Missouri – As the schools are back in 
session, we are gearing up for Fall. Fall 
brings several activities to the 
American-Czech Educational Center 
that our members and volunteers attend.   
September 25, 2026, was our Chili and 
Tamale Dinner.  The event featured chili 
(three kinds), tamales, and cornbread.    
     On October 17, 2026, we will have a 
Duck Dinner with yeast dumplings, cab-
bage, and a sweet treat.  Reservations 
are required for this event.    
     On December 5, 2026, we will have 
our annual Winter Market with a visit 
from St. Nick and the Angel and the 
Devil.  There will be kids’ shopping, 
foods, and pastry available for purchase 
and more.  Hope to see you at these 
upcoming events.  
    Our lodge is preparing mailings to our 
members and friends informing them of 
our upcoming collection of new or gen-
tly used kitchen items.  These items are 
being collected for Home Sweet Home.  

Home Sweet Home 
is a 501(c)(3) orga-
nization that helps 
families in the St. 
Louis region begin 
again in a new liv-
ing situation by fur-
nishing their homes 
and creating spaces that support stabili-
ty, comfort, and dignity.  Items can be 
dropped at the ACEC. We are accepting 
cash donations and will do the shopping 
for you. Or, we have an Amazon list at 
the link below and you can order and 
have your items shipped to us for deliv-
ery to Home Sweet Home.  Use 
bit.ly/4gXL3uY (or use the QR code) 
and have your donations sent to Marla 
Breidenbach, 4937 Trailside Court, St. 
Louis, MO  63128.   We hope we can 
count on all of you to help our commu-
nity with this collection project.  

Until next time, 
Marla Breidenbach 

 

Collecting New and Used 
Kitchen Items

C h a r i t a b l e 
Activities and 
D o n a t i o n s 
Discussed 

Lodge Cermak No. 99, Brookfield, 
Illinois – Lodge Cermak’s September 
meeting reviewed the lodge’s outing at 
the Chicago Dogs vs. Gary Southshore 
Railcats game, which the Dogs won, 
their visit to the casino located near the 
ballpark, and future lodge adventures.       
     The lodge discussed the organiza-
tions that should receive our annual 
donation and other charitable activities 
to assist the lodge’s quest for the 
Platinum Award. New ideas and mem-
bers are always welcome.  
     Happy Fall and good health to all 
members. 

 Respectfully submitted, 
Charles Courtney 

Lodge Scribe 
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In Memoriam
Name             Lodge No. Lodge Name Location 
Annamarie Miller     4 Groveton Coraopolis, Pennsylvania 
Marshall Cecconello 479 Christa N. Huntingdon, Pennsylvania 
Milo Salak   77 Yankee-Jungmann Lombard, Illinois 

It is with deep sadness that we remem-
ber our brother and fellow lodge mem-
ber, John Charles “Jack” Snider, 84, 
of St. Clairsville, Ohio, who passed 
away on Wednesday, August 26, 2026. 
     Jack was born on May 21, 1942, in 
Martins Ferry, Ohio, a son of the late 
John P. and Minnie C. Snider. He was a 
devoted husband, father, grandfather, 
great-grandfather, brother, friend, and a 
valued member and officer of our CSA 
family. 
     Jack retired from the former Saginaw 
Coal Mine in St. Clairsville, where he 
worked as a welder and electrician. 
Following his retirement, he continued 
serving families throughout the area 
through his business, Snider Furnace 
Service. He was a man who knew the 

value of hard work and took pride in 
helping others.  
     Jack also enjoyed giving his time to 
his community. For many years, he 
served as a Little League baseball coach, 
sharing his love of the game and helping 
young people learn the importance of 
teamwork, commitment, and sportsman-
ship. He also enjoyed bailing hay and 
spending time working outdoors. 
     His faith was an important part of his 
life. Jack was a proud member of the 
former St. Stanislaus Catholic Church in 
Maynard, Ohio, and later transferred his 
membership to St. Frances Cabrini 
Catholic Church in Colerain, Ohio. 
     Jack was a dedicated member and 
officer of CSA Lodge No. 121, serving 
as Guide and Sentry for many years. His 

service to our lodge and his relation-
ships with our members will be remem-
bered and greatly missed. He was a 
familiar and valued part of our lodge 
family, and we are grateful for the time, 
friendship, and service he shared with 
us.  
     He will forever be remembered as the 
“best storyteller” in our group! His sto-
ries of growing up in our small town of 
Dillonvale and all of the shenanigans he 
engaged in were a source of entertain-
ment at many of our lodge meetings. 
Everyone wanted to sit by Jack –  
because we all knew that’s where we 
would have the most fun! 
     Jack is survived by his loving wife, 
Bonita “Bonnie” Banal Snider, of St. 
Clairsville; his five children, Greg 
(Audrey) Snider of Jacobsburg, Gary 
Snider of Yorkville, Gloria Roberts of 
Martins Ferry, John (Karen) Snider of 
Salisbury, Maryland, and Greta (Rob) 
Brown of New Philadelphia; 13 grand-
children, 13 great-grandchildren, and 
four great-great-grandchildren; and his 
brother, Terry Lee (Bonnie) Snider of 
Georgetown. 
     As we mourn the loss of our brother 
Jack, we extend our heartfelt sympathy 
to Bonnie and the entire Snider family. 
May they find comfort in the many 
memories of a life filled with family, 
friendships, faith, hard work, and ser-
vice to others. Our members will 
remember Jack with affection and grati-
tude. His place in our lodge family will 
be missed, but his memory will remain 
with us. 
     May he rest in peace, and may his 
family be blessed with comfort and 
strength in the days ahead. 

Fraternally, 
The members of CSA Fraternal Life / 

BetterLife Lodge No. 121 
Sister Wendy Kurtz Lovell,  

No. 121 Lodge President 

In Memoriam
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Lodge Groveton No. 4, Coraopolis, 
Pennsylvania – It’s officially autumn! 
Here’s hoping the temperatures are cool-
ing off and you’ve been able to enjoy 
some Fall activities. My personal 
favorites are leaf peeping and visiting at 
least one pumpkin patch as Halloween 
nears!  
     Back in August, members from our 
lodge cheered on the Pittsburgh Pirates 
at PNC Park. The New York Mets 
stomped on the Pirates, but members 
were still able to enjoy the ballpark 
atmosphere. Our lodge also held a din-
ner at Olivia’s restaurant to celebrate 
our Lodge Recognition Program award!  
     I visited my friend in Portland, 
Oregon to finish out my summer trips. 
We visited the Dahlia Festival in Canby, 
Oregon, which happens to be the Dahlia 
capital of America! The flowers were so 
beautiful to look at, and we were able to 
look at new variants the farm is creat-
ing.  
     We also road-tripped to Seattle, 

Washington. I revisited all my favorite 
places from when I used to live there. 
We were lucky enough to meet up with 
Elijah Lovell from Lodge Kruh 
Osvojenych Zen A Panu No. 121! We 
were able to catch up and introduce my 
friend to CSA shenanigans. I was so 
happy to hear Elijah is excelling in his 
pharmacology residency and embracing 
all things Seattle! 
     A new school year is well underway. 
Madison Bichler started high school this 
year, and she made it as JV cheerleader. 
Some members have been able to attend 
her games. Go, Madi!  
     Lodge Groveton meets the first 
Wednesday of the month at Groveton 
Firehall at 7 p.m. Food and refreshments 
are available at every meeting. There is 
also an attendance drawing with a mon-
etary prize. Come hang out with us! 
Happy Halloween to those who like 
spooky fun!  

Fraternally,  
Sis. Hunter Rae Yurkovich  

Lodge Happenings
Celebrating the LRP Award
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TO CONTINUE CZECH HERITAGE AND CSA’S 
TRADITION OF ASSISTING OUR YOUNG 
MEMBERS IN PURSUING THEIR EDUCATION 
      Lodge Brookfield No. 475 
      Lodge Empire State No. 448 
 
 
 
 

IN MEMORY OF RUDY AND MARY PARIZEK 
     Terry Harrison 
 
 
Total Donations:                                       $350.00                                 
 
                                                                                          
       
       

Scholarship Fund Report

August 10, 2026 – September 10, 2026

Scholarship applications are available at CSALife.com 
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Lodge Happenings
Contributions Made and New Baby Welcomed
Lodge Century of Progress/Bila Hora, 
No. 231, Cicero, Illinois – Our meet-
ings are generally later in the month; too 
late to meet the deadline date for publi-
cation of the usual monthly report to the 
Journal.  In this case, the October 2026 
issue.  Therefore, this submission will 
be abbreviated.  
     The September meeting was held at 
the T.G. Masaryk School in Cicero, 
Illinois on September 9, 2026.  The 
usual protocols took place.  The 
Secretary’s Report and the Treasurer’s 
report were accepted.  The meeting con-
tinued with comments regarding the 
contributions to the St. Barbara Food 
Pantry.  
     Because Ed Slavik, Delores Klejko, 
and Nita Natkowski volunteer each 
month for three local senior groups, 
senior members of the groups contribute 
articles of food and other items to them 
for delivery to the pantry.  This month, 
senior group members came up with 

contributions of food, adult diapers, and 
waterproof sheets.  Ed, Delores, and 
Nita also contributed 10 bags of food 
along with some currency. 
     A contribution was made to the 
Salvation Army citing recent disasters.  
School supplies and currency were 
given to the Masaryk School, recogniz-
ing the beginning of the school season. 
     I did receive notice from our 
Treasurer, Roberta Kulik, of a birth in 
her family.    On September 5, 2025, 
Chelsea and Zachery Welk welcomed 
their first born, Evelyn Grace Welk (pic-
tured).  Zachery is Roberta and Bob 
Kulik’s grandson and Evelyn is their 
ninth great-grandchild. 
     Our meetings are generally held at 
the T. G. Masaryk School on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 12:30 p.m.  
We invite you, our members, to join us 
and welcome your input.  Please join us 
at the School at 5701 W. 22nd Place in 
Cicero, Illinois.  For more information, 

contact Ed Savik at 708- 423-5267. 
Fraternally, 

Elaine Tejcek 
 
 

Lodge Kruh Osvojenych Zen a Panu No. 121, Dillonvale, 
Ohio – As the warm days of summer begin to fade and the 
crisp, colorful days of autumn arrive, the members of 
BetterLife Lodge No. 121 are ready to welcome the beautiful 
fall season. Fall is a special time of year filled with changing 
leaves, cooler temperatures, harvest celebrations, and opportu-
nities to gather with family, friends, and our communities. Our 
members continue to stay busy by lending a helping hand in 
their local churches and communities.  
     Recently, several members helped with the Peach Social at 
Dillonvale Presbyterian Church. Members assisted in a variety 
of ways to help make this special gathering a success. 
Whether helping with preparations, serving food, visiting with 
those in attendance, or assisting with cleanup, everyone’s con-
tributions helped create a welcoming and enjoyable time of 
fellowship. We were especially blessed with the attendance of 
our lodge sisters, Mariann Ebright and Bonnie Snider (pic-
tured). It was a joy visiting with them as they have been truly 
missed. We were so happy to all be together once again! 
     Activities such as these are a wonderful reminder of the 
importance of working together and serving others. Our mem-
bers are always willing to share their time and talents, and we 
are proud of the many ways they support their churches, fami-
lies, and communities throughout the year. 
     As we welcome the fall season, we look forward to the 
many activities and gatherings that the coming months will 

bring. We hope everyone enjoys the beauty of autumn and 
takes time to appreciate the blessings of friendship, fellow-
ship, and community. 
     We extend our warmest wishes to all our members and 
friends. May this fall season bring you happiness, good health, 
and many opportunities to enjoy time with those you love. 
Remember to check on someone you love today. 
     Happy Fall from (former CSA Fraternal Life) BetterLife 
Lodge No. 121! 

Fondly, 
Sister Wendy Kurtz Lovell 

Welcoming the Fall Season
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Lodge Happenings
Big Plans Ahead
Lodge Cleveland Chapter No. 219, 
Cleveland, Ohio – Our September 
meeting was held at the new Parma 
Heights Library at 10:30 a.m. There 
were 15 members, including four from 
Lodge Paramount/Southgate. 
     The District Council picnic held at 
the DTJ facility was great. We have a 
Pin Party scheduled on July 18, 2027 at 
the DTJ facility.  
     The District Christmas Party will be 
on December 3 at the Clubhouse 
Restaurant. 
     Our lodge is sponsoring two horses 
at the “Night at the Races” event at DTJ, 
October 10, this year. 

     Please consider an office for our 
upcoming elections in November. 
     We want to thank Denise who has 
been bringing her mom to our meetings. 
     We also want to thank Kathy Setlift 
for bringing her mom, June Karecki, to 
our meetings. 
     Jan Russell, gave a wonderful pre-
sentation of her hiking trip to the French 
Alps. She was in France, Italy, and 
Switzerland. It was called the Mont 
Blanc trek. She and her husband hiked 
some dangerous, scenic, and thrilling 
mountains. She showed many pictures 
of her travels. It was very interesting. 
Thank you, Jan. 

     Pizza, salad, and beverages were pro-
vided. Carole Cirillo brought donuts. 
     The 50/50 raffle was won by Carole 
and Freddie. There were also two gift 
cards which were won by Carole and 
Jan. 
     Freddie is going to Colorado for her 
nephew’s wedding, which should be 
wonderful. 
     Our next meeting is on October 13 at 
the Parma Heights Library at 10:30 a.m. 
     Welcome Fall and cooler weather. 

Fraternally yours, 
 Judy (Sevcik) Genco 
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Send Just Kids your stories, riddles, etc. 
Mail: Just Kids, c/o the CSA Journal,  
P.O. Box 249, Lombard, IL 60148 

Email to: CSAJournalEditor@gmail.com
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Welcome, Autumn. 
Vítejte, podzime. 

 
Enjoy your candy. 

Dobrou chuť. 
 

Stay warm with hot apple cider. 
Zahřejte se horkým jablečným moštem.

Czech to English

Happy Halloween
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