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CSA members participated in Robinson Township’s Community
Clean-up. See page 24 for details.
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Membership Matters

Greatly Expanded Products

Brothers and Sisters,

Here we are! We’ve finally made it to
springtime. There’s a lot of things to
look forward to, whether it’s the nice
days outside or CSA and BetterLife-
related events to be a part of!

Here in the Lombard office, things
continue to keep us busy. Our Bowl-O-
Rama program has just wrapped up for
’26, while our Photo Contest program
will continue through September. As
you know, those are two of the most
popular CSA programs that we have. We
continue to accept applications for our
CSA Scholarship. And, of course, the
Fraternal Department is also putting the
final touches on the planning for the
Get-Together events, including our Miss
National CSA Contest.

Additionally, the Get-Together
Committee is working hard on final
touches for the details of the Get-
Together in the Milwaukee area, which
will be held in early August. (See pages
8 - 13.) I highly encourage every one of
you to make the trip to the Get-Together
festivities. It’s the crown jewel our

social calendar and is always fun.
There’s a lot of work that goes into set-
ting up an event such as this, so thanks
to those who are working on setting up
the GTG events.

With the CSA merger into BetterLife,
our Insurance and Annuity portfolio has
expanded greatly. Whether it’s basic
Whole Life, Term, an array of Annuity
options, or our new Juvenile Life
Insurance plan, you’ll have many
options to choose from if you’re in the
market to enhance your financial protec-
tion. Feel free to contact our
Distribution area if you have any ques-
tions.

As always, thank you for your sup-
port over the years. We are here to
assist the membership in any way that
you need. Do not hesitate to reach out if
you have any questions.

Until next month...
Fraternally,

John J. Kielczewski
Senior Vice President
BetterLife

John J. Kielczewski

Senior Vice President

Fraternal Development
BetterLife

NOTICE OF UPCOMING ELECTION
BETTERLIFE WILL VOTE FOR ITS NEW
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

In September 2026, BetterLife will be conducting the election of the Board of Directors under the provisions of its bylaws.
Four directors will be elected to serve four-year terms that begin on January 1, 2027. Along with the CEO, these individuals
preside on the Board of Directors of BetterLife and accept the responsibility and duties of guiding the Society as it conducts its
business and plans for the future. All benefit members, age 16 and older, will have the opportunity to vote for and elect the
outside directors. This democratic process gives all our eligible benefit members a chance to take part in the election.

Procedures for the entire election process, including the nomination, will be followed in accordance with the current bylaws of
BetterLife and will be subject to all qualifications and rules stated therein. The current Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of
the Society were published in the April issue of the Journal and were in the BetterLife magazine. You may also view the
Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws on the website (betterlifeins.com/about-us/ bylaws) or request a copy by contacting the
secretary of BetterLife, Jenna Dunker, at the home office in Madison, Wisconsin. Ballots will be available in September 2026.

The Board has selected a list of candidates for the September ballot. Additional candidates for the ballot may be nominated
according to the bylaws. The at-large candidate process is outlined on the BetterLife website. At-large candidate docu-

ments must be submitted by May 31, 2026.

Qualification and application submission information can be found at: betterlifeins.com/about-us/board-application

Like us on Facebook MAY — CSA JOURNAL — 3



Leadership

Board of Directors

Chris Campbell
Madison, WI

Mary Bradley
Frankfort, MI

Michael Hosek
Lincoln, NE

Duane Jirik
New Prague, MN

Daniel L. Shinnich
Mount Horeb, WI

Maria Ferrante-Schepis
McKees Rocks, PA

Bradley Bodell
Chicago, IL

Russell Denk
Madison, WI

Daniel Biank
Blanchardville, WI

Terry Placek
Lawrence, PA

Executive Leadership

Chris Campbell
CEO and Chairman of the Board

Leanna Letuchy
Chief Financial Officer

Dudley Simmons, CLF
Chief Distribution Officer

Matt Mikulcik
Chief Operating Officer

Kaye DeMartino
Senior Vice President,
Talent Management

Member & Communit
Engagement Leadership

Jake Manne
Senior Director of
Member & Community Engagement

John J. Kielczewski
Senior Vice President,
Fraternal Development
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UPCOMING EVENTS

May 31, 2026

At-large Candidates for September BetterLife
Elections Due

Visit: betterlifeins.com/about-us/board-application

June 1, 2026

GTG Registration Deadline

See pages 8 - 13.

Register online at: GetTogether2026.eventbrite.com

June 8, 2026

Fraternalist of the Year Nomination Deadline
Visit: csalife.com
https://csalife.com/doc/nominations/2026_FOTY_CS
AFOTYAPP_rev%2012092024.pdf
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Today’s Fraternal

Festivals and More!

Greetings, Brothers and Sisters,

It’s been wonderful to see so many of
you staying active and involved in your
lodges. Your time, effort, and support
truly make a difference, and it does not
go unnoticed. Thank you to everyone
who submitted financial reports and
election results—we appreciate your
help in keeping everything running
smoothly.

Jake Manne, MNCSA, and I had the
pleasure of attending the Czech Festival
in St. Louis. As always, it was a fun and
memorable time with great food, music,
and dancing. We are grateful to the
lodge for the kind invitation and hospi-
tality. See photos below and on page 6.

We are currently busy planning the
upcoming Get-Together and hope to see
many of you there. Please remember to
register if you have not already. We are
also still looking for contestants for the
Miss CSA contest, so please help spread
the word. In addition, don’t forget to
submit your nominations for Fraternalist
of the Year.

A big thank you goes out to everyone
who participated in the Bowl-O-Rama.
It was a great event, and it was nice to
see so many members come together
and enjoy the day.

Thank you again for all that you do for
our lodges and our organization. Your
continued support and participation
mean so much. Wishing you all a happy
spring and a very Happy Mother’s Day.

Fraternally,

Kelly Deegan

Fraternal Programs Manager

Lodge DuPage Pioneers/Edison No. 409

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com

! ¥\

Kelly Deegan
Fraternal Programs Manager

[

Journal Themes
for 2026

June — Flag Day
July/August — Independence Day
September — Annual Get-Together

October — Lodge Recognition
Program

November — Honoring Those Who
Served

December — Photo Contest Winners

Please send lodge articles to:
csajournaleditor@gmail.com
by the 13th of the month prior.

Please address all Fraternal
inquiries to:

Kelly Deegan
kdeegan@pbetterlifeins.com
or call 1.800.543.3272 x 4307
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Today’s Fraternal

(Czech Festival, St. Louis, Missouri

T T
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Miss National CSA

T ravel, School, and Fun Exyem’ences

Greetings, Brothers and Sisters,
Lately, I’ve had a lot going on. It’s been
a mix of travel, school, and fun experi-
ences that I’ve really enjoyed reflecting
on. The lodge hosts in St. Louis for the
Czech Festival were incredibly welcom-
ing and took the time to teach us so
much, which made the experience feel
really special. The building itself had so
much history, and I honestly loved just
spending time in it during quieter
moments. I also got to meet a couple of
other queens, and it was really nice con-
necting and even making plans to see
each other again.

The food was another highlight. The
chicken paprikash was amazingly com-
forting and very similar to what my dad
makes, which made it feel a little like
home. The baked goods were just as
good, and some of the people from the
lodge even gifted me a box of kolache,
which was such a thoughtful surprise. 1
also picked up a few crystal slivovitz
mini shot glasses as little decorations to
remember the trip. My boyfriend had a
great time, too, especially trying Czech
lager beers and honey slivovitz.

Back at school, things have been
busy with finals coming up, so I’ve been
studying a lot. Even with the workload,

Like us on Facebook

I’ve had some really fun experiences in
my zoology class, including field trips
to the Denver Zoo and a few museums,
which have been a nice break from reg-
ular classes.

Outside of school, I’ve been making
time for fun where I can. I’ve gone to a
lot of concerts lately, especially at Red
Rocks, which is still my favorite venue.
I also took a trip to Las Vegas with my
boyfriend, and we had such a great
time—though we definitely underesti-
mated how much walking we’d end up
doing!

Looking ahead, I’m really excited
about summer. We’re planning a trip to
Wilson, Kansas, to attend a Czech festi-
val, which should be a lot of fun, espe-
cially since my boyfriend has family
there. It feels nice having something to
look forward to after a busy stretch with
school.

I’m really looking forward to seeing
everyone at the Get-Together soon!

Fraternally,
Cassidy Payer
Miss National CSA 2025-2026
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It's that time of year again! We would like to invite you to join us this year for our 89" Annual
Get-Together, which will be held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, from July 31 - August 2, 2026,

Enclosed is a registration form as well as any information you may need for booking and planning.
We will be staying at the Sheraton Milwaukee Brookfield Hotel.

Registration costs are $175 for adult members and guests, £140 for anyone under the age of 18,

Below is a brief outline of the weekend's events.

12:00 PM Registration/Hospitality Suite (Hospitality suite ends at 3:00 pm.)
&00PM Dinner
7:00PM  Opening remarks/Miss National C5A Contest
8:00PM  Music and Dancing

SATURDAY

9:00 AM Service Project
10:00 AM  Bus leaves for Harley Davidson Museum/Lakefront Brewery (both tours start at 10:30 am)
5:00PM  Cocktails
H00PM Formal Dinner
7:00PM  Crowning the 2026 Miss Mational C54,
8:00PM  Music, Dancing, and Raffles

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

10:00 AM  Brunch
11:00 AM  Program
11:30 AM  Closing Remarks, Retire Colors, Adjourn

Fraternally,
The Get-Together Committee
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CSA FRATERNAL LIFE
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PLEASE NOTE THE VARIOUS DUE DATES AND PAYMENT INSTRUCTIONS

If you prefer a paper form for any of the items below, contact Kelly at:
{800) 779-1936 or kdeegan@betterlifeins.com

REGISTRATION FORM

Due Date: Monday, June 1, 2026

ONLINE REGISTRATION FOR THIS EVENT IS ENCOURAGED, PLEASE GO TO:
GetTogether2026.eventbrite.com

ADS FOR AD BOOKLET

Due Date: Wednesday, May 27, 2026

ONLINE PURCHASE OF ADS I5 ENCOURAGED, PLEASE GO TO:
GetTogetherAds.eventbrite.com to order and pay online.
Email graphics and advenisements to: kdeegan@betterlifeins.com

Due Date: Saturday, August 1, 2026

If purchasing in advance, event coordinators will pre-fill and print raffle tickets and hand them out to
you at event registration. if you are not present, the coordinators will enter your tickets in the raffle on
your behalf,

ONLINE PURCHASE OF RAFFLE TICKETS IS ENCOURAGED. You can purchase raffle ticket bundles
when you register for the event or buy them at anytime at: GetTogether2026.eventbrite.com

When you are in Eventbrite, click the orange "Reserve a Spot” buttan, scroll all the way to the bottom
to purchase your raffle ticket bundles.

If you register online or via paper and choose to pay with a check, please mail checks and forms to the
CSA Home Office - Attn: Kelly Deegan, 2050 Finley Road, Suite 70, Lombard, IL 60148

ALL ONLINE CORRESPONDENCE, QUESTIONS, AND CONCERNS CAN BE SENT TO:
kdeegan@betterlifeins.com

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com MAY — CSA JOURNAL — 9



2026
CSA FRATERNAL LIFE

GEI-TOGETHER

SHERATON MILWAUKEE BROOKFIELD HOTEL

375 South Moorland Rd, Brookfield, W1 53005 | (242) 344-1100

We are excited to share that we will be staying at the Sheraton Milwaukee Brookfield Hotel. The hotel
has a free shuttle to and from the Milwaukee airporn for those who choose to fly,

Room rates start at $14%/night + tax when booking through the link below. Parking is available at the
hotel at no cost.

Reservations include breakfast tickets for each room guest and access to their many amenities,
including; indoor and outdoor pool, hot tub, restaurant, and more!

TO BOOK YOUR STAY

Please book your room using this reservation link:
bit.ly/BookSheratonHotel (Upper/lower case sensative when typing in this link.)

Last day to book is Tuesday, June 30, 2026

' There are limited handicap accessible rooms. If you require ADA accom-
®  modations, please reach out to Erin at events@blueprinteventsllc.com to
make your reservation.

10 — www.csalife.com - MAY 2026
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TWO OUTINGS TO CHOOSE FROM ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 1

1 OUTING ONE The Harley Davidson Museum
400 West Canal Street, Milwaukee, W1 53201 | (B77) 435-8738

Enjoy a self-guided audio tour (approximately 60-%0 minutes worth of content, subject to availability)
Guests recieve a hand-held device that has approximataly 80 stories ranging from 30 seconds to two
minutes in length

The tour is $26 for ages 18-64 years, 322 for ages 65+, current or past military, and current college
students, 314 for ages &-17 years, free for ages 0-5 years, and includes transportation to and from
the museum,

Bus departs from the hotel at 10:00 am. The time the bus departs the museum to return to the hotel
will be determined closer to the event,

OUTING TWO Lake Front Brewery
1872 Morth Commerce Street, Milwaukee, W1 53212 | (414) 372-8800

Enjoy a fun brewery tour that includes a 50-minute tour. Guests ages 21+ will receive two pints of
beer, a beer glass, and a coupon with the tour.

The tour is 814 for adults and children ages 12 and up, free for children 0-11 years, and includes
transportation to and from the brewery.

Bus departs from the hotel at 10:00 am. The time the bus departs the museurn to return to the hotel
will be determined closer to the event,

Like us on Facebook MAY — CSA JOURNAL — 11



2026
CSA FRATERNAL LIFE

GETI-TOGETHER

Sojourner Family Peace Center
619 West Walnut Street, Milwaukee, W1 53212 | fa milypeacecenter.org

O SOJOURNER

This year C3A has partnered with Sojourner Family
Peace Center for our service project. We ask that you
bring something to provide and help pack as many
iteéms as we can!

At 00 am we will drop off personal care items at the
conference center and take a picture wearing our blue
C5A shirts.

GIFTS IN KIND

Often, clients come to Sojourner with clothes they are
wearing and little else, Gifts in kind help us meet their
children's immediate needs. We are in urgent need of
hygiene products like shampoo, conditioner, products
for textured hair, lotions, toothpaste, soap, and

deodorant, and clothes for women, children, and men

Their needs change often, so please review Sojourner’s
Amazon wish list to see which items are needed most.
If you choose to purchase items through Amazon,
pleasa ship them to your home rather than directly to
Sojourner, as all donated items will be brought to the
event and packed together on site.

Please visit Sojorner’s website where you can find the
link to see current needs, and check out the most up to
date Amazon wish list at:
familypeacecenter.org/donation-of-goods

12 — www.csalife.com - MAY 2026
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95 North Moorand Road #E7, Brookfield, Wl 53005
(262) 505-6319 | barlouie.com

CAFE MANNA

3815 Marth Brookfield Road, Brookfield, Wi 53045
(262) 790-2340 | cafemanna.com

LOU MALNATI'S PIZZERIA (Walkable from hotel)

15795 West Bluemound Road, Brookfield, Wi 53005
(474) 930-4500 | loumalnatis.com/brookfield

PARKSIDE 23

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

2300 Filgrim Squane Drive, Brookfield, Wi 53005
(262) 784-7275 | parkside23.com

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

17530 West Bluemound Road, Brookfield, Wl 53045
(262) 505-5043 | burrachos.com

MORTH STAR AMERICAN BISTRO

19915 West C.ilpitnl Dirive, #100, Brookfield, W 53045
(2621 754-1515 | northstarbistro.com

MAXIM'S FAMILY RESTAURANT AND BAKERY

18025 West Capitol Drive, Brookfield, W1 53045
(262) 7834501 | broakfield. maxims1.com

COOPER'S HAWK WINERY ANMD RESTAURANT (Walkable from hotel)

15 Sowth Moorland Road, Brookfield, WI 53005
(262) 7859443 | chwinery.comflocations/brookfield

=TOGETHER

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||
||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||
................................
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185 South Moorland Road, Brookfield, Wil 53005
(262) 786-7777 | whirlyball.com

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com
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District Council

LRP Awards DC No.12 Lodges Accept Awards!

Presented

District Council No. 12, Northern
Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin —
District Council No. 12 held a meeting
on April 22, 2026 at noon. The loca-
tion was the Betterlife building in
Lombard. The LRP awards were pre-
sented.
Future plans for DC No. 12 and
Betterlife were discussed.
Lunch was provided.
Fraternally,
Ken Dvorsky
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Delegates and guests from lodges of
District Council No. 12 gathered to accept
their well-earned awards for activities and
service to others during 2025. To begin
the event, all were treated to a delicious
pizza lunch and beverages. President Ken
Dvorsky called the meeting to order with
the Pledge and a brief welcome to all.
BetterLife Chief Distribution Officer,
Dudley Simmons, was in attendance to
congratulate members, share information
on life insurance and annuities, and
answer questions regarding contacting
BetterLife with questions and procedures.
His presence was a welcomed and benefi-
cial addition to this gathering. Thanks to
Mr. Simmons for the dessert and pralines!
Representatives from Lodges Century
of Progress/Bila Hora, Lincoln,

Harrison/Hus/Garfield, DuPage Pioneers,
Brookfield, Sokol Pilsen, and Yankee-
Jungmann were then called upon to give
an accounting of their activities accom-
plished over the past 12 months. It was
interesting and gratifying to hear the vari-
ous and creative ways lodges fulfilled the
requirements of the program to win an
award. Lodges benefit from these sum-
maries as they gain inspiration and ideas
to incorporate new activities for this annu-
al program.

Congratulations to all of the award-
winning lodges of District Council No.
12! Thank you for your participation and
service to CSA and your communities!

Fraternally,
Gerri Romanelli

iFSE NS REEERESEEESS EEFEESTEEEEE

25 — Home Office Closed (Memorial Day)

8 — Deadline: Miss CSA Application & Photos
26 — Deadline: Fraternalist of the Year Nomination

2 — Deadline: Kropik Scholarship Application
2 — Deadline: CSA Scholarship Recipient Information Form
4 — Home Office Closed (Independence Day)

7/31-8/12

89th Annual Get-Together, Milwaukee, WI

7 — Home Office Closed (Labor Day)

26 — Deadline: Photo Contest Entry

15 — Deadline: Veteran’s Names & Articles

26 — Home Office Closed (Thanksgiving)
27 - Home Office Closed (Thanksgiving)

1 - Deadline: CSA Serves Matching Funds Request
24 — Home Office Closed (Christmas)
25 - Home Office Closed (Christmas)



LODGE HAPPENINGS

Lodge Receives 25th LRP Award

Lodge Paramount/Southgate No. 372,
Maple Heights, Ohio — At the DTJ in
Taborville, Ohio on March 26, it was a
very nice 66 degree Spring day. Our
gallant president Mary Ann Toncar was
absent. Our small, but mighty, lodge
carried on with five members: Kris,
Bruce, Donna, Johnny, and me present
to discharge the lodge business.

I attended Lodge Cleveland Chapter
No. 219’s March meeting to pick up the
District Audit. After their meeting,
Tony Genco provided banana and lemon
meringue pies for dessert; very tasty. 1
had to leave before they played Bingo; I
wished I could have stayed. Thank you
again, Judy and Tony, for doing the
audit!

Kris received the 2025 LRP Platinum
Award Certificate in the mail. Thank
you, everyone, who helped to make it
possible! This was our twenty-fifth
award since the program was started in
1991!

The Annual Casino Bus Trip will be
on June 10 and the cost will be $50 this
year. There have been some increases
in the cost of the bus. If you’d like to
go, contact Diane at (216) 392-9074.
Money will need to be in by the May
meeting.

The DTIJ in Taborville, Ohio, will
have their Chicken or Duck Dinners
May 17, June 28, July 26, August 23,
October 4, and November 1. All dinners
require reservations and are served from
12 — 2 p.m. For reservations, call Kris
Marek at (440) 543-8489. Reservations
must be in by Wednesday before the
dinner. Meet up with friends and have a
great meal.

The 103rd Cesky (Czech Day) is July
12 (also at Ceska Sin and Bohemian
National Halls); the 92nd Obzinky
(Harvest Festival) is August 9. The
parade starts at 2 p.m. Both are a §5
donation with bands playing all day.
Where else can you go and have fun for
$5? Food, drinks, and bakery will be
available for sale. For more informa-
tion, go to their website:
www.dtjtaborville.com.

Like us on Facebook

Congratulations to the 50/50 win-
ners. Donna won again and passed.
Johnny won and said, “thank you,” and
lastly, Kris was a winner.

Thank you, Johnny, for providing our
snack of turkey, ham, and roast beef
slider sandwiches and potato salad from
Pepper’s Market. They are the best!
Thanks also for the potato chips and
delicious cupcakes for dessert. Thank
you, Donna, for the flavored chips. We

were well snacked.

Our meetings for 2026 will be: May
28 (Join Hands Day), June 10 (Casino
Bus Trip), July 23, August 27,
September 24, October 22, November
19, and December 17. Come to a meet-
ing, reconnect with friends, and have a

tasty snack. We would love to see you!
Fraternally,
Annette Reichman

MAY — CSA JOURNAL — 15



LODGE HAPPENINGS

“Roll the Lephrechaun”

Lodge Svetlo No. 277, Caldwell, Texas
— Happy Spring! Lodge Svetlo No. 277
held their monthly meeting on March 4.
We celebrated St. Patrick’s Day by play-
ing a game called “Roll the
Leprechaun”. Each member was given
a blank sheet of paper and then took
turns rolling dice. The object of the

game was to be the first to complete a
drawing of a leprechaun. When they
rolled a “1”, they were able to draw his
hat; a “2” was his face; “3”, the body;
“4” arms; “5”, legs and feet; and “6”, a
clover. Everyone had a fun time trying
to get their leprechaun assembled.
President Patsy Story was the first to
roll all six parts of the leprechaun. Her
prize was a St. Patrick’s Day dish towel.
Each member was then given the chance
to finish their drawing. We voted for the
best drawing and that was won by
Shirley Vavra. She also got a St.
Patrick’s Day dish towel. The game

idea and prizes were donated by
Secretary Susan Skrabanek.

Several members were also able to
celebrate our youngest member’s 1st
birthday. Truett Daniel Skrabanek is the
son of Kyle and Mikaela Skrabanek and
grandson of Susan and Gary Skrabanek.
Truett has a big sister Lydia and they are
all members of Lodge Svetlo. Truett
was so excited for his John Deere party
held on March 7, 2026.

Fraternally,
Susan Skrabanek
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LODGE HAPPENINGS
Oompa Loompas Take the Polar Plunge

Lodge Yankee-Jungmann No. 77,
Lombard, Illinois — Our lodge held its
March meeting at Simon’s Restaurant.
Lodge member Anthony Baketz, whom
we had not seen since the beginning of
COVID, came back to the lodge. Chuck
Michalek brought a special guest,
Kensly, who attends our meetings when
in town.

Lodge member Cindy Bueneman’s
son and grandson participated in the
Oak Brook Polar Plunge for Special
Olympics. The team dressed as Willy
Wonka’s Oompa-Loompas!

Friends of the Bohemian National
Cemetery had a Spring membership
meeting at the Grand Duke Restaurant.
It featured family-style Czech food.
Several members from our lodge
enjoyed the luncheon. A presentation by
Mario Machnicki, President of Marion
Restoration, was also given. They have
done several restoration projects at
B.N.C. Their work includes the
Crematorium/Columbarium building,
World Wars I & II Memorial, and the
Civil War Veterans Monument.

May 10 is Mother’s Day, remember
to call or visit your mom! Happy
Mother’s Day from all of us at Lodge
Yankee-Jungmann!

Fraternally,
Mary Ellen Janda
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LODGE HAPPENINGS

The Great Czech Lamb Cake Bake Off

Lodge Prokop Velky No. 137, Cedar
Rapids, Iowa — Every year for Easter,
my babi would make us lamb cakes.
They were a delicious Easter staple we
all looked forward to! After she passed, |
was given her lamb cake pans. Having
never made a lamb cake ourselves but
determined not to let the tradition die, my
dad and I decided to try our hand at mak-
ing them this year.

The box that contained the lamb cake
mold also contained three recipes. The
first recipe was the manufacturer’s recipe
that came  with  the mold
(https://www.recipelink.com/recipes/lam
b-cake-recipe-blue-ribbon-bakeware-
naperville-il-216621#google vignette);
the second was a handwritten translation
of a recipe from a Czech cookbook; and
the third was Babi’s suggested shortcut: a
pound cake box mix.

Unable to decide between the recipes
or resist a challenge, my dad and I decid-
ed to hold a good old-fashioned bake-off
to determine which recipe was the best;
never mind the fact that neither one of us
is particularly good at baking, and this
would be the first time either of us had
made any of the recipes or used the lamb
cake molds.

After reading through the recipes, we
headed to the grocery store to pick up the
necessary ingredients. This is where we
hit our first stumbling block. The store
we went to did not have any pound cake
box mixes. While some people may have
admitted defeat or...gone to another
store, we decided there had to be a way
to convert yellow cake mix into pound
cake mix. Sure enough, one Google
search later, and we found a recipe by
Kasey Schwartz that did just that!
https://www.allthingsmamma.com/pound
-cake-from-cake-mix/

Once we had assembled all the ingre-
dients, it was time to get baking! We
started off with the pound cake recipe. Of
the three recipes we tried, this recipe
made the most batter, enough to fill both
the lamb cake mold and a bundt pan. The
recipe said to bake the cake for roughly
70 minutes; however, because we were
using roughly half the batter, we baked
the cake for 30 minutes before checking
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it. We also cooked the batter in the bundt
pan at the same time as the lamb cake, on
the bottom rack below it. Both decisions
proved to be erroneous.

At the 30-minute mark, the toothpick
stuck into the back of the lamb cake and
the bundt cake appeared to come out
clean. Believing that both cakes were
done, we removed them from the oven
and set about removing the molds. The
bundt cake came out of the pan very easi-
ly; however, when we removed it, we
found it slightly overcooked, with the
outside dark brown rather than golden
brown. (See page 19.)

The lamb cake was a different story.
When we removed the mold, the back of
the lamb cake looked done and was the
right color; however, the middle had
sunken. We soon realized the culprit was
that the middle of the lamb cake had not
fully cooked, causing it to sink in on
itself and stick to the top of the mold.
(See page 19.)

Not ones to let ourselves be defeated,
we started baking recipe number two, the
Czech recipe. (See page 19.) This recipe
did not make as much batter as the pound
cake recipe. However, there was still
enough to fill a roughly 6x4-inch baking
pan. Learning from our past mistakes, we
baked these cakes one at a time. We
baked the lamb cake first, then baked the
leftover batter. The recipe did not list a
specific time, but based on how under-
done the first lamb cake had been, we
decided to cook it for 40 minutes before
testing it with a toothpick. At the 40-
minute mark, the toothpick came out
clean, and after letting the lamb cake
cool, we removed it from the mold.
Success at last! This lamb cake turned
out perfectly! It was the correct color,
and it stood up all by itself!

Feeling pretty good about ourselves
due to the success we had with lamb cake
number two, we got started on recipe
number three. This recipe came with the
mold and stated that, “In all our testing
and use, there was no leakage of batter —
no breakage of the nose or ears and the
cake was removed very easily.” With
such high praise, we felt this recipe had
to be a breeze, and for the most part, it

was. This recipe only made enough batter
to fill the lamb cake mold. It was also the
thickest batter, so you had to make sure
to smooth it into the mold’s ears. We also
cooked this lamb cake for 40 minutes
before removing it from the mold, and it
also came out perfectly! It was fully
cooked, intact, and able to stand up on its
own!

After cooking all three cakes, it was
time to get to the most important part:
what did the cakes taste like, and which
one would be our winner? We frosted
each cake with store-bought cream
cheese frosting, then began taste-testing,
which made Dad and me the real win-
ners.

Overall, we liked the second cake the
best. It was the most dense, easiest to
pour into the mold, and had a very deli-
cious lemon flavor that we really
enjoyed. The recipe did not specify the
amount of lemon rind, so we grated most
of a whole lemon’s rind into the batter,
which helped the lemon flavor really
come through. Our second favorite cake
was the pound cake. This was the sweet-
est of the three cakes, and despite our
botched attempt at cooking it, it was very
delicious. Our third favorite was the
manufacturer’s recipe. This cake was the
moistest and had what I felt was a slight
buttery taste, but it wasn’t as flavorful as
the Czech recipe, nor as sweet as the
pound cake. The batter was the thickest
and most difficult to pour into the mold,
and because the cake wasn’t as dense, it
was a little harder to frost and just felt a
little more unstable than the other two
lamb cakes.

All in all, Dad and I had a great time
baking, frosting, and most importantly
tasting each of the lamb cakes! It was a
wonderful way to honor Babi’s memory
and an age-old Easter tradition, while
also making new memories and adding
our own little twist. We encourage you
all to try out the recipes yourselves and
hope you have as much fun making them
as we did!

Fraternally,
Emily Nejdl



LODGE HAPPENINGS
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LODGE HAPPENINGS

Members Enjoy Riverside Radio Theatre

Lodge Brookfield No. 475, Brookfield,
Illinois — In March, some of our mem-
bers attended a presentation of the
Riverside Radio Theatre at the Riverside
Town Hall. This group of talented play-
ers has staged an old-time style radio
program on the fourth Friday of the
month from September to May for the
past 27 years. Admission is totally free,
compliments of the Riverside Township
Board of Directors. With the addition of
a gifted sound effects technician, the
shows are very authentic, faithfully
bringing us back to the golden days of
radio.

Two programs are presented as a
rule, each approximately 30 to 45 min-
utes in length. The first program was an
adaptation of “The Adventures of
Maisie — Spicy Novel”, originally aired
in 1951 starring Ann Southern. The sec-
ond was “Sherlock Holmes — Adventure
of the Blarney Stone” from March,
1946. This month, the cast of players
included Roger Badesch, retired former
WGN radio news anchor familiar to
many Chicago area listeners. It was a
thoroughly enjoyable evening.

Lodge Brookfield holds meetings at
the BetterLife office in Lombard,
Illinois. Members and guests are always
welcome.

Fraternally,
Kimberly Silhan

‘Miss CSA
ﬂypﬁ’cam’ons
available

now!

Visit CSALife.com
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Scholarship Fund Donation Form

With the price of higher education rapidly increasing, scholarships continue to be an
important fraternal benefit. The CSA Scholarship Fund assists young adults, not only with
their education, but with their professional goals. We appreciate your generous donations

and your continued support!
Fill and send this form with doration. Please make chechs payable to C3A Fraternal Life Scholarship Fund,

Enclosed is my donation of 5

I:] For the general Scholarship Fund or Dln Memaory of

Send acknowledgement of contribution to

Address

City State Zip
Donor’s Name

Address

City State Zip

We were delighted to donate $5,000 from our
t-shirt and mug sales to the CSA Scholarship Fund!

— the 83rd Annual CSA Get-Together Committee

www.csalife.com

00600600

SCHFN QIS FRMOD 242070

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com MAY — CSA JOURNAL — 21



LODGE HAPPENINGS

Volunteering at Operation Support Our Troops

Lodge Lincoln No. 7, Berwyn, Illinois
— Saturday, April 11, was a busy day for
Lodge Lincoln members! We began our
morning by volunteering at Operation
Support our Troops America’s ware-
house located in Lisle, Illinois. We
were given various service jobs to com-
plete. One job was packing health care
items to make mini first aid kits. Some

members were checking dates on prod-
ucts to make sure that they weren’t
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expired. Another job was working on
the line to pack the 20-pound comfort
and care boxes to be shipped to our
deployed service members. Some of us
were even taping the boxes closed to be
ready for shipping. Before closing the
boxes, we were given the opportunity to
write personal messages to encourage,
thank, and support our military person-
nel.

After a full morning of volunteering,
we met at Morningside Restaurant, in
Lisle, for our business meeting and a
delicious lunch. Our meeting was called
to order by our secretary, Vera Wilt, in
the absence of our president. Vera pre-

sented us with the good news that our
lodge had attained the Platinum Award
for the past year. She plans to attend the
recognition get together to represent
Lodge Lincoln. The Treasurer’s Report
was read by Stan Smolucha and
approved. Future dates and activities
were put on our calendar.

Please remember those special moth-
ers in your life and make sure they are
celebrated in a special way on Mother’s
Day! Also, remember all those soldiers
and their families who paid the ultimate
price for our country and its freedoms
by remembering to fly your flag on
Memorial Day.

The next meeting will be held at 1:00
p.m. on May 3, at the home of Vera
Wilt, 377 DesPlaines Ave., Riverside,
Illinois. After the business meeting, we
will head over to the Lion’s Club chick-
en dinner at the Riverside Town Hall to
support their fundraising efforts and
enjoy socializing.

At 11:00 a.m. on June 7, we will
meet at the Lidice Memorial Park, locat-
ed in Crest Hill, for the Memorial
Service. Afterwards, we will have a
business meeting at White Fence Farm.

Fraternally yours,
Pat Smolucha
s.smolucha@sbcglobal.net




LODGE HAPPENINGS

Fantastic Festival

Lodge Washington No. 30, St. Louis,
Missouri — What a great event here in
St. Louis — our annual Czech Festival at
the American-Czech Educational
Center, with great food; great music;
great Czech beer, wine, and slivovitz;
and lots of lodge members lending a
hand to make it a success. We sold
Czech pastry made in our own ACEC
kitchen, and we featured frozen goulash
portions, based on the recipe handed
down by the late Elsie Korpecki. It was
a big hit. There was even a Czech
Cultural Corner with displays of
Moravian and Slovak kroje, information
on Czech artist Alphonse Mucha,
Vodnik the water sprite, Krtek the car-
toon mole, and other items of Czech
folk art. Thank you to Judy Sulz for the

Like us on Facebook

idea!

We welcomed guests from all over
the area, plus a few from a bit of a dis-
tance. Our Miss National CSA, Cassidy
Payer, attended with her boyfriend, and
happily answered questions about the
contest and posed for pictures with peo-
ple. She was surprised to learn that her
grandparents, Jan and Vera, once took
me on a tour in the Rocky Mountains
many years ago when I attended a
Lodge Mile-Hi Czechs event in Denver.
What good memories! Cassidy was
accompanied by Kelly Deegan and Jake
Manne from BetterLife, and we really
appreciated Kelly and Jake spending
time selling tickets for our fundraising
raffles — thanks for your help!

We were delighted to have Isabel

Sherman, Miss Czech-Slovak US 1st
Runner-Up, from Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
Turns out she knows some of our mem-
bers in her community, including
Dorothy Ditch and the late Marj Nejdl.
What a small world!

There was also a very lucky member
from the lodge — Bobby Ditz won the
smoker/grill in one of the raffles, and
he’s looking forward to putting it to
good use.

The ACEC Board decided to make a
change to the Festival in the future. It
will now be the last Saturday in April,
so the 2027 event is on April 24. Will
we see you there? Hope so!

Fraternally,
Deborah Zeman
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LODGE HAPPENINGS

Community Clean-Up

Lodge Groveton No. 4, Coraopolis, Pennsylvania — Hello,
Brothers and Sisters! We hope everyone enjoyed the St.
Patrick’s Day and Easter holidays. Earth Day has also come
and gone. If you weren’t able to volunteer, remember, every-
day can be treated as Earth Day. Small actions like picking up
litter on your daily walk, switching to reusable shopping bags,
or even adding reusable utensils to your lunch box can make a
difference.

During our March meeting, a Bake-Off Contest was held.
After a tight competition, Kathy Kasten won first place for her
Oreo ice cream cake. Beth Rose came in second place for her
brownies. Thank you to everyone who made a dessert!

On Saturday, April 11, CSA members participated in
Robinson Township’s Community Clean-up. Members met at
our usual spot along Forest Grove Road and Route 51. Based
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on the photos, it looks like they were able to pick up a lot of
litter. Thank you to Jean, Tammy, Terilyn, Madison, Terry,
Dana, Chet, Patty, and Kathy for donating your time and keep-
ing our community clean!

Looking forward, our members have been discussing the
upcoming Get-Together in Milwaukee. There will be repre-
sentation from our lodge, so if you’re on the fence about
going, there will be friendly, familiar faces to catch up with!
Lodge Groveton meets on the first Wednesday of the month at
Groveton Firehall at 7 p.m. Food and refreshments are avail-
able at each meeting, and there is also an attendance raffle
with a monetary prize. Come join us!

Fraternally,
Sis. Hunter Rae Yurkovich




LODGE HAPPENINGS
Busy Spring and Summer Plans

Lodge Missouri No. 1, Missouri, Illinois — Lodge members
have had a busy Spring. Many were involved in preparations
for the American-Czech Educational Center’s Czech Festival.
There was dumpling making, baking, cooking the food, set-
ting up booths, and working the day of the Festival. Thanks |
to all who worked to make the event happen and to those who
supported the event. Photos included.
Colby Breidenbach participated in the annual Bowl-O-
Rama. .
Many members are looking forward to warm weather that I |
Spring and Summer bring along with many upcoming travel
plans.

Until next time,
Marla Breidenbach
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LODGE HAPPENINGS

Meaningful Moments in May

Lodge Kruh Osvojenych Zen a Panu No.
121, Dillonvale, Ohio — The month of May
arrives, bringing with it a sense of renewal,
warmth, and quiet beauty. The world around
us begins to soften—trees fill with fresh
leaves, flowers bloom in vibrant colors, and
longer days invite us to pause and appreciate
the simple joys of the season. Spring has a
way of reminding us that growth is always
possible, and that even after the coldest win-
ters, something new and beautiful can
emerge.

May is also a time to celebrate the love
and dedication of mothers. On Mother’s Day,
we take a moment to honor the women who
have nurtured, guided, and supported us in
countless ways. Whether they are with us in
person or in memory, their influence shapes
who we are and strengthens the bonds within
our families and our communities. To all of
our special ladies, we extend heartfelt grati-
tude and warmest wishes for a joyful and
meaningful day!

Here, within our lodge, this season of
growth and gratitude feels especially signifi-
cant. We are deeply honored to have
received the Platinum Award for the Lodge
Recognition Program. This achievement
reflects not just the efforts of a few, but the
collective dedication, generosity, and spirit

of our entire membership. It is a testament to
what can be accomplished when we work
hard and stick together!

We are truly grateful for this recognition
and excited for the opportunities it brings.
The additional funds will allow us to contin-
ue supporting our lodge and extending our
reach into the community, helping others,
and strengthening the connections that mean
so much to us. In many ways, this award
reflects the very spirit of spring—growth,
renewal, and the promise of doing even more
good in the days ahead!

This month also brings many joyful mile-
stones within our lodge family. We are espe-
cially happy to announce the engagement of
Bailey Ebright to Brad Anderson. Bailey is
the granddaughter of Brother Chuck and
Sister Mariann Ebright and the daughter of
Brother Chris Ebright and Rita Morrison. We
wish this couple much happiness as they
begin planning their upcoming nuptials!

We are equally thrilled to celebrate the
graduation of Elijah Lovell from Ohio
Northern University. Elijah, son of Brother
Gary and Sister Wendy Lovell, received his
PharmD and has been awarded a residency at
the University of Washington Medical
Center in Seattle. He will relocate to
Washington state and begin his service in
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. |

July. We send all our best wishes to you,
Elijah, as you embark upon this exciting new
chapter of your life!

Christopher Ebright, while waiting with
great anticipation, was accepted into our
local electricians’ union and will soon begin
working as an apprentice in the field.
Christopher is the son of Brother Chris
Ebright and Rita Morrison, and grandson of
Brother Chuck and Sister Mariann Ebright.
Congratulations, Christopher, as you begin
your training in this valuable trade. Well
done!

As we look ahead, we extend our heartfelt
wishes to all for a happy spring, a beautiful
Mother’s Day, a meaningful Memorial Day,
and a joyful graduation season. May is cer-
tainly a busy month—one equally filled with
celebration, gratitude, and hope!

Remember to check on someone you love
this month, brothers and sisters, and happy
celebrating!

Fraternally,
Sister Wendy Kurtz Lovell




LODGE HAPPENINGS

Diaper Party

Lodge Independence Liberty Bell No.
408, St. Louis, Michigan — Hello,
everyone. We have been trying to get
through these cold Michigan months.

On January 24, Jase Anderson had
his diaper party downstairs here. They
got lots of diapers and all had a good
time.

On February 13, we celebrated Dawn
Giles’ 50th birthday — a great party!

Every month, on a Saturday, we host

a euchre party with a 50/50. With the

weather getting better, we are seeing

more people show up.

Until next time.

Sincerely,

Teresa Butcher

Many Upcoming Events

Lodge Cleveland Chapter No. 219, We sang “Happy Birthday” to Snow Road Library.

Cleveland, Ohio — Our April meeting Freddie Shima for her April 30 birthday. Take care,
was held on April 14 at the Snow Road Sylvia and Jan won our 50/50 raffle. Fraternally yours,
Public Library. Ten members attended. Thanks to Sylvia for the delicious Judy (Sevcik) Genco
Our half-time secretary, Jan Russell, donuts! Scribe
was back from Florida! Welcome back, Our May meeting will be at the

Jan!

We had many discussions about
upcoming events. May 7 is our District
Council meeting at the Snow Library at
10 a.m. At our May meeting, we will be
putting together raffle baskets for DTJ.
In June, we will meet at the Long Horn
Restaurant on Rockside at 11:30 a.m. to
celebrate Mother’s and Father’s Day.
We will be taking a train ride on
Wednesday, July 8. Members need to
be at the Rockside Train Depot off of
Rockside Road at 8:30 a.m. In August,
we bring in items for Community Hope
and put together more raffle baskets for
DTJ. In September or October, we will
have a speaker on her trip to Antarctica.

The dinners at the Sokol facility
began on April 22. Due to rising costs,
the dinners are now $18.00. They are
usually the fourth Wednesday of the
month. On October 3, they are having
their Crock-pot cook off.

At the DTJ facility, they are having a
duck/chicken dinner on May 17.
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LODGE HAPPENINGS

Reminiscing
Lodge Century of Progress/Bila Hora,

No. 231, Cicero, Illinois — The month
of May has arrived. But it seems we

still have peaks and valleys in our daily
temperature. Hope this stabilizes soon.
In any event, our meeting was held on
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One of our luncheon outings (following the meeting) including Ed Slavik,
Delores Klejko, Roberta Kulik, and Nita Natkowski, Loretta Paulus, Ken
Dvorsky and Elaine Tejcek.
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April 8, 2026 at the T. G. Masaryk
building in Cicero, Illinois.

I was not able to attend because of
unavoidable circumstances. So, as a
result, I am assuming the normal meet-
ing had taken place with the Secretary
Minutes and Treasury Report accepted
by those attending. I am also assuming
that thank-you notes were received and
read for all the contributions made by
our lodge. Also, members participated
in the provision of food to the Angel
Guardian Food Pantry.

I did hear that District Council No.
12 would be holding a meeting on April
22 and that Ed Slavik and Delores
Klejko are planning to attend to seek
clarification on a number of items.

In light of other things, I thought I’d
like to do a little reminiscing by includ-
ing three photos from the past.

Our meetings are generally held at
the T. G. Masaryk School on the second
Wednesday of the month at 12:30 p.m.
We invite you, our members, to join us
and welcome your input. Please join us
at the School at 5701 W. 22nd Place,
Cicero, Illinois. For more information,
contact Ed Slavik at 708 423 5267.

Fraternally,
Elaine Tejcek

Ed Slavik, Delores Klejko, Roberta
Kulik, and Nita Natkowski during a
meeting at the Masaryk School.




LODGE HAPPENINGS
Spring Celebrations and Milestones

Lodge Woodrow Wilson No. 377,
Brookfield, Illinois — To celebrate the
fact that Spring finally seems to have
decided to stick around for a while, our
small but dedicated group of members
gathered at Home Run Inn for a pizza

luncheon. There was plenty of good
Chicago-style pizza to go around, and
chances to share news and updates from
everyone. For starters, we celebrated
that our lodge is once again the recipient
of the highest award in the Lodge
Recognition Program. We are so proud

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com

of our members for their contributions
leading to this continuing record of suc-
cess, as we celebrate earning another
Platinum Award for our efforts in 2025.
The gathering was not complete
without including a chance to sing
“Happy Birthday” to Otto Dolansky,
who recently celebrated 90 years. We
were happy to have Otto join us; it had
been a while since he was able to come
to a meeting. To top this all off, Anna
Ramirez donated a cookbook, the
“Pavlova Czech Cookbook: Cooking
Czech with a Smile,” as a special raffle
prize. Rob Jarosik was delighted to be
the winner of the drawing, and we’re
hoping that she might share the fruits of
her cooking explorations with us in the
future!
Please keep in touch and let me know
of any news in your own circle, so that I
can share updates here, for all of our
members.
Fraternally,
Jean Hemzacek Laukant
hemzacek.j@gmail.com
630-915-9745
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D Wemoriam

Name Lodge Number Lodge Name Location of Death
Joyce F. Essary 001 Missouri GALENA, MO
Camille Vanek 377 Woodrow Wilson LA GRANGE PARK, IL
Gayle J. Lump 007 Lincoln WOODRIDGE, IL
Linda K. Foley 378 Harrison/Hus/Garfield HENRY, IL

Diane Z. Mytys 378 Harrison/Hus/Garfield WOODRIDGE, IL
Larry D. Moody 408 Independence-Liberty Bell SHEPHERD, MI
Michael S. Ceaser 091 Illinois Holding Lodge CHICAGO, IL

Albert J. Smith 121 Kruh Osvojenych-Zen A Panu STEUBENVILLE, OH
Bessie Chandler 422 Queensdale BRONX, NY

Francis Ramdeen 155 America KISSIMMEE, FL
Clara K. Love 428 Free State-Maryland VERO BEACH, FL
Richard A. Hewitt 211 Bratri Od Sazavy GALLOWAY, NJ
Walter Butler 448 Empire State RIVERVIEW, FL

Rose Puls 475 Brookfield BERWYN, IL

Sandra J. Cox 479 Christa PENN, PA

Gloria A. Lemasters 310 Bellaire PICKERINGTON, OH

Have you considered a donation 1o
the Scholarship Fund as

L one of your CSA Serves choices? "Et?

SErves.

3244
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Best of Conte:
Prize for Each C:

" 1st Place: 3

Youtn
1st Place : $125
2nd Place: $75
3rd Place: $50

Deadline: September 26, 2026

Submitted photograph(s) must be taken By a
)' C3a member in the year 2025 or 2026, Mo
proffesional or studio photos will be
considered, as this is an amateur contest

} Participants may send only one (1) submission
max, per each of the 4 catergories. A member
will also only be allowed to win up to two
catergories max.

).. You may submit any size photo (up to
BX10}, un-mounted, in black and
white or color. The photo must be
submitted as i13; no retouching or
photo shopping

Digital images must be sent electronically or printed traditionally on photo paper; print-outs on

Photo submission Categories
Animals

Nature
People
Photographers Choice
(Objects or subjects of interest)

Send photos to:
kdeegan@betterlifeins.com

2050 Finley Road
Attn: Fraternal Dept.
P.0. Box 249
Lombard, IL 60148

computer paper will not be accepted. If mailing your photo, include your name, lodge name and
number, age, full address, phone number, type of camera used, and submission category. If the
photo includes specific scenery, please give the location. Do not write on the back of the photos

Connect with us:

h 1-2800-779-1936 ';-} www csalife.com ﬁ @esafraternallife CSAPOCHETOS182025

Like us on Facebook
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Fraternal
Well
Wishes

Joan Sapp
Lodge Cleveland Chapter

N MEMORIAL DAY

Lodge Cleveland Chapter

No. 219 REMEMBER AND HONOR

*4*

iy
March 10, 2026 - April 10, 2026
TO CONTINUE CZECH HERITAGE AND CSA’S IN MEMORY OF ALL PAST CSA LEADERS

TRADITION OF ASSISTING OUR YOUNG WITH THANKS

MEMBERS IN PURSUING THEIR EDUCATION Joan Cervenka Lodge Woodrow Wilson No. 377
Lodge Benjamin Franklin No. 2
Lodge Bellaire No. 310 Total Donations: $5,700.00
Barbara Lesko

Terry Harrison
Kruh Osvojenych-Zen A Panu No. 121

Scholarship Applications are available at CSALife.com
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LODGE HAPPENINGS

Members Shared Good News!

Lodge DuPage Pioneers/Edison No. 409, Lombard, Illinois
— Our April 13 meeting was attended by 12 members.
Because President Linda Burton was excused, Vice President
Lisa Cassai facilitated our meeting.

Lisa reported on the Spring Lunch Meeting at Tabor Hills
Health Facility. Tony Horvath, CEO, has done an excellent
job managing the center with few vacancies or other issues.
Tabor Hills enjoys an excellent ranking from the State of
Illinois and will continue offering the best care for various
levels of health concerns.

Members discussed the Get-Together. Hopefully, a good
number of our lodge and DC No. 12 members will be attend-
ing given the close distance to the event. Members liked the
choice of social events — The Harley Davidson Museum and
the Brewery.

Our April 22 Lodge Recognition Award meeting was a
well-attended. Delegates reported lodge 2025 activities which
earned an award. This meeting also gave attendees the chance
to pick up on new ideas and activities for their lodge.

Lodge No. 409 will be celebrating its traditional Mother’s
and Father’s Day luncheon at Grand Dukes Restaurant on
June 10. This lunch is a great opportunity for members who,
perhaps, would like to share a meal and catch up with old
friends.

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com

Members shared news! Anna Trush will be attending an
Underwriter Conference in Austin, Texas. Anna feels it’s an
important meeting to learn new trends in the Life Insurance
Industry.

Karole Gaydusek is making a career change. No longer a
practicing Registered Nurse, she will be working with an
Auction House in Arlington Heights, Illinois. She has attend-
ed auctions to buy and sell various collectables and is familiar
with the process. She’s excited to begin this new venture.

Jim and Judy Wozniak will welcome their first grandchild,
a girl, soon. We expect them to be visiting lowa often!

Helene Schaeffer enjoyed a visit from granddaughter
Anastasia and baby Royalty who traveled from Ft. Myers,
Florida.

Finally, our Fraternalist of the Year, Annmarie Antos, was
thrilled to see that her picture was framed and displayed in the
Lombard office lobby as has been the tradition for many
years.

Fraternally,
Gerri Romanelli

Lyn with Dudley Simns, BetterLife
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Just Kids

Happy Mother's Day!
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Like us on Facebook
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