
Journal
November 2025



In this issue 
Membership Matters 
Upcoming Events 
Today’s Fraternal 
Board Report 
Miss CSA 
Veterans:  
Thank You for Your Service 
Fraternal Calendar 
Lodge Happenings 
    Lodge No. 434, Page 23 
    Lodge No. 4, Page 24 
    Lodge No. 7, Page 25 
    Lodge No. 377, Page 26 
    Lodge No. 121, Page 28 
    Lodge No. 77, Page 29 
    Lodge No. 219. Page 31 
    Lodge No. 231, Page 33  
Scholarship Fund Donation Form 
In Memoriam 
Fraternal Well Wishes 
Scholarship Fund Report 
Just Kids 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

 
19
23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27
30 
32 
32 
34 

On the Cover 

Major Michael Smolucha, United States Army, and his wife, Joy, attend the 
D-Day celebration in Normandy, France each June. This remembrance 
draws veterans, dignitaries, locals, and visitors from around the world to 
honor the legacy of those who fought for freedom. See a special section of 
this issue thanking veterans for their service starting on page 8. 

 
 
 

End of Summer Celebration 
Page 24

 

Mayor of Prague 
Visits BNC 
Page 29

 

Member’s Art on Display  
Page 33 

� — www.csalife.com - NOVEMBER �0�5



Like us on Facebook NOVEMBER — CSA JOURNAL — �  

Membership Matters

Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Hello to all, and happy November to 
everyone out there.   
 
As I mentioned in my article in last 
month’s Journal, in the final months of 
this year, we at CSA/BetterLife will be 
out and about traveling to meet up with 
all CSA lodges. 
 
Well, those travels have started.  
  
Our “Listening Tour” began in early 
October with me, along with Jake 
Manne, Senior Director of Member 
Engagement at BetterLife, meeting with 
both Lodge Mile Hi Czechs and Lodge 
Svetlo representatives.     
 
In the weeks and months ahead, Jake 
and I, along with Kelly Deegan and 
Chris Campbell, will be out and about 
visiting all CSA lodges to update every-
one on how the CSA/BetterLife merger 
is progressing. The purpose of these 
meetings is to assure local lodge leaders 
that CSA Fraternal Life’s brand and his-
tory remain, and much of our processes 
on the Fraternal side of things will 

remain the same. 
 
We also are there to hear from you, the 
member.   We want to hear of any con-
cerns, any areas that we can improve on, 
and, of course, any areas that we should 
continue doing what we’re doing.  
 
I know there’s a fear of the unknown in 
many ways with any merger.  I’ve lived 
it as an employee, as a boss, and as a 
member myself. So you’re not alone 
with these emotions.   That said, I’m 
very confident in how we at 
CSA/BetterLife are handling this merg-
er, and how we plan on integrating our 
systems, processes, and ways we oper-
ate. 
 
So, to the lodge leaders, be on the look-
out for us as we make our way across 
CSA land, and to other members out 
there, rest assured that we’ll keep you 
updated on the goings on here at 
CSA/BetterLife. 
 
Thanks to all for your support, and 
(early) happy holiday season as we inch 
toward the end of the year. 
 

 
Until next month…  
 

John J. Kielczewski, CLU, FLMI 
Senior Vice President,  

Fraternal Development 
BetterLife 

The Listening Tour Has Begun!

John J. Kielczewski 
Senior Vice President 

Fraternal Development 
Better Life 
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Today’s Fraternal

Greetings, Brothers and Sisters, 
 
What a great time we had at the Czech 
and Slovak Folklife Festival in Prince 
George’s County, Virginia! I attended 
with Cassidy Payer, her boyfriend 
Conner and Jake Manne from 
BetterLife. We had a wonderful day 
connecting with members of Lodge 
Virginia No. 230 and meeting lots of 
new faces—both human and furry. As 
always, the usual canine companions—
Adeline, Dooley and Rudy were thrilled 
to see us, tails wagging and energy high. 
 
Both Cassidy and Conner embraced the 
opportunity to connect with others, and 
Cassidy especially stood out, proudly 
representing CSA Fraternal Life. 
Between the delicious pastries and the 
playful dogs, she was in her element—
her smile showed it all! 
 
By now, all lodges should have received 
the financial and election packets, which 
were mailed out a few weeks ago. If you 
haven’t received yours or have any 

questions, please reach out to us as soon 
as possible. 
 
November is a significant month for the 
Journal as we honor CSA members who 
have served in the United States Armed 
Forces. Please take a moment to express 
your heartfelt thanks to a veteran for 
their service. These brave individuals 
have sacrificed so much to protect our 
freedoms, and they deserve our deepest 
respect and gratitude. 
 
With the holiday season approaching, 
please also remember to support your 
local shelters. As temperatures drop, the 
need for warm clothing, food, and vol-
unteer assistance increases. Check with 
organizations in your area to see how 
you can help. 
 
Wishing you and your families a very 
Happy and safe holiday season! 
 

Fraternally, 
Kelly Deegan 

Fraternal Programs Manager 
Lodge DuPage Pioneers/Edison No. 409 

Financial and Election Packets Have Been Sent
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Board Report

The final meeting of the Board of Directors of CSA Fraternal 
Life was held at the Home Office on Friday, September 26. All 
members were present, two of them via Zoom. 
 
President John Kiełczewski reported on the merger with 
BetterLife. Many of the Home Office staff will remain in their 
positions after the merger, either by remote or in office. 
 
Secretary/Treasurer Nick Kosmas reported on the merging of 
the computer system information with BetterLife. This is 
being done seamlessly and should be completed by the end of 
the year. 
 
BetterLife will still be using the Home Office in Lombard, 
Illinois as a base for some of their general meetings since we 
still have an existing lease on the property. It is also used as a 
meeting place for many local lodges in the Chicago area. 
 
As a reminder, all current lodges will remain CSA lodges and 
their membership will be CSA members. The lodges will still 
get the monthly and annual allocations. You can call the Home 
Office at 1-800-543-3272 for any questions regarding policies. 
 
The main order of business was the approval of the transfer of 
the CSA 401K over to BetterLife. 

The Board would like to thank Brothers Kielczewski and 
Kosmas for all their efforts to make this merger as easy as 
possible. The board members have met with some of the offi-
cers and staff of BetterLife and they are excited about working 
with us to keep the ideals of fraternalism alive. 
 
The next Get-Together is being planned for Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin in August of 2026. We hope you can make it. 
 
Director Terry Placek will be the CSA representative on the 
BetterLife Board of Directors. Some of the remaining board 
members will be participating in the BetterLife Fraternal 
Advisory Committee. 
 
On behalf of the Board, I would like to thank the membership 
of CSA for their support throughout the years. We are still the 
oldest Fraternal organization in the United States and will con-
tinue on. 
 

Fraternally, 
Irma Drahota Farrell 

Chair 
 
 
 

September 26, 2025
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Miss National CSA

Greetings, Brothers and Sisters, 
I am filled with joy after attending the 
Czech and Slovak Folklife Festival in 
Virginia last month. I was incredibly excit-
ed to hear I was going to Virginia as it is 
yet another state I had not been to and 
couldn’t wait to visit. Richmond, Virginia 
was beautiful and surprisingly so much 
colder than I believed. People tried to tell 
me and I said, “I’m from Colorado, I’ll be 
fine.” I was, in fact, not fine and was pret-
ty chilly the whole entire time.  
     When we arrived to the festival, we 
were greeted by the sweetest therapy dogs, 
Adeline, Dooley and Rudy. We had been 
helping out a booth called Canine 
Companions which train animals to help 
those in need of some comfort and joy. 
The whole day I got to walk around with 
these three big dogs and so many people 
were interested in them and asking ques-
tions.  
     I had never talked to so many people 
until I went to Virginia. One of the friend-
liest states I had been to would have to be 
Virginia! I talked to many people from the 
lodges, past Get-Togethers, people who 
follow the Journal, and many people who 
were simply interested in what I was doing 
walking around in a sash with a handful of 
adorable dogs.  
     The festival was filled with music, 
dancing, heritage, and food. I almost 
couldn’t be kept away from the bakery 
stands… I started out by buying a big con-
tainer of different kolache to eat and take 
home to my family. Of course, we hap-
pened to be set up right next to the tradi-

tional Slovak baked goods and I went 
through that line over five times. I had one 
of the best times meeting so many people 
and being able to share the meaning 
behind what we do to people who were 
interested. I am blessed to be able to have 
the opportunity to travel and share parts of 
myself which I am proud of, including my 
heritage.  
     One of the coolest things I have ever 
seen at a festival was the petting zoo! All 
of the animals were out of the cage and we 
had the opportunity to get up close to 
them. The museum on these grounds was 
incredibly detailed and influential, with 
live people teaching and sharing facts, to 
others asking and sharing about the her-
itage. I had gotten pretty used to people 
coming up to me and tilting their head a 
little to the right in attempts to read my 
sash, which I then had to explain what I 
had won and why I had the amazing 
opportunity to be there. So many people 
were so encouraging and motivational, I 
had many staff members and families 
come up to me simply because they were 
interested in what we do.  
     We went to The Hard Shell and Joes 

Inn for pasta, all of which was absolutely 
amazing. Downtown Richmond is gor-
geous and has some super high roads 
which look super scary when you are on 
them. My boyfriend Conner had traveled 
with me to Virginia and we had the most 
amazing time trying desserts, hanging out 
with pups, and conversing with families 
and individuals all day. This festival was 
full of Czech heritage and really projected 
the importance and meaning of our her-
itage. I had an amazing time visiting 
Virginia and I am so blessed for this 
opportunity, I can’t wait for more festivals 
and I hope there are more fun opportuni-
ties out there for the next few months. 

Fraternally, 
Cassidy Payer 

Miss National CSA 2025-2026

Amazing Czech and Slovak Folklife Festival!
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Across our groups, it’s common for 
members to organize touching cere-
monies—flag-raisings at dawn, 
moments of silence, and moving prayer 
services—that bind people together in 
gratitude. Many gather at local memori-
als or cemeteries, laying wreaths and 
sharing stories in remembrance of those 
who have given so much. 
 
The spirit of service is alive and well, 
too. Our members often volunteer at vet-
erans’ hospitals and care facilities, offer-
ing companionship and support. 
Throughout the season, it’s not unusual 

for someone to rally the group for a 
donation drive, collecting care packages 
and supplies for veterans and their fami-
lies, or raising funds to support organi-
zations dedicated to their well-being. 
 
Education is an important thread in our 
tapestry of activities. Whether through 
lectures on veterans’ stories, school 
assemblies featuring local heroes, or 
handing out materials that inform and 
inspire, there’s a shared desire to make 
sure new generations understand the 
sacrifices made by those in uniform. 
 

Finally, our members work to provide 
practical support, sharing information 
about benefits and resources and some-
times organizing free or discounted ser-
vices for veterans on this special day. 
 
Each year, Veterans Day is more than a 
date for our members; it’s an opportuni-
ty to come together, learn, remember, 
and say thank you in ways both big and 
small. Our activities are rooted in grati-
tude and respect, making sure that our 
veterans know their service and sacri-
fices are never forgotten. 

Thank You For Your Service...
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November and Veteran’s Day are a time 
to honor and remember those who have 
served and are presently serving our 
country in the military.   
 
Major Michael Smolucha, United States 
Army, has been stationed in Vicenza, 
Italy for the past four years.  He and his 
wife, Joy, have been able to attend the 
D-Day celebration which takes place in 
Normandy, France each June. This 
remembrance draws veterans, digni-
taries, locals, and visitors from around 
the world to honor the legacy of those 
who fought for freedom.   
 
Once again, they are sharing their expe-
riences with us. Major Smolucha said, 
“It’s always an honor and a privilege 
being in Normandy for the D-Day cele-
brations.  I truly wish every person 
could experience it.  To see Point du 
Hoc and the beaches up close gives you 
the tiniest understanding of what it was 
like that day 81 years ago.  It’s not just a 
time of honoring and remembering the 
sacrifice of those who fought and died, 
but it’s also a time of celebrating the 
important relationship we have with our 
Allies.”  
 
After being involved with the coordina-
tion of the D-Day celebration the past 
three years, Master Jumpmaster Michael 
Smolucha was privileged to make the 
jump with the hundreds of international 
paratroopers.  The culminating event in 
Sainte-Mere-Eglise is always the big 
and exciting airborne operation that 
occurs on Iron Mike IIDZ.   
 
Normandy’s D-Day celebration contin-
ues to inspire generations, reminding us 
of the cost of freedom and the value of 
unity.  The Normandy celebration is a 
powerful reminder of history’s lessons 
and the enduring importance of peace.  
The photographs that follow here are 
from Mike and Joy’s D-Day experiences 
in Normandy, France this past June 
2025. 

Fraternally, 
Pat Smolucha 

Thank You For Your Service... 
Major Michael Smolucha, Lodge Lincoln No. 7

Major Michael Smolucha and his wife Joy
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Thank You For Your Service... 
Major Michael Smolucha, Lodge Lincoln No. 7

Master Jumpmaster Michael Smolucha
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Thank You For Your Service... 
Major Michael Smolucha, Lodge Lincoln No. 7
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Thank You For Your Service... 
Major Michael Smolucha, Lodge Lincoln No. 7

Memorial honoring the Eighth Air Force heroes who played a crucial role in the D-Day landings

“Standing with Giants” - 1,475 silhouettes, honoring the British servicemen who fell on D-Day
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Thank You For Your Service... 
Major Michael Smolucha, Lodge Lincoln No. 7

Major Smolucha said that being able to jump out of a Dutch C-130H aircraft  
with the new Dutch parachute was the jump of a lifetime!  

He was presented with Dutch jump wings at the famous drop zone.
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George Kocian 
Carl Kocis 
Joseph Kocis 
Mike Koenig 
Charles Kohout 
George Kohout 
James Kohout 
Edward Kolar 
Josef Kolar 
Robert Kolar 
William Kolar 
Wesley Kolb 
Frank Kominek 
Richard J. Kominek 
Edward Konar 
Charles Konas 
Elmer Konas 
James Konas 
Irwin Koncal 
Laddie Koncal 
Joseph Konecny 
Robert Konecny 
J. Louis Konicek 
L. Delmar Konicek 
Donald Kopac 
Jerry Kopac 
Joseph Kopacek 
Charles Kopecek 
Ervin J. Kopecky 
Eugene Kopecky 
Roland Kopecky 
Rudy Kopecky 
William Korpecki 
John B. Kos 
Jack Kosinski 
George Koss 
Otto Koss 

William Kostecki 
Joseph Kotrba 
Emil Kott 
Laddie Kott 
Milton Charles Kounovsky 
George Kourim 
Otto Kourim, Jr. 
Edward Kovac 
Rudolf Kovac 
Joseph Kovar 
Jerry Kovarik 
George Kozler 
Stanley J. Kozlik 
Edward Kragenbrink 
Robert Kragenbrink 
James Krakora 
Rudolph Krakora 
David Kralik 
Anthony Krapel 
Don “Satch” Kratochvil 
Frank Kratochvil 
Joseph W. Kratochvil 
Charles Kraus 
Edward Kraus 
Rudolph Kraus 
Frank Krcek 
Jerry Krcek 
Norman Krizek 
Frank Krmel 
David W. Krob 
George J. Kroeck 
Joseph Krull 
William Krull 
Charles Kruta 
Joseph Kruta 
Joe Krystof 
Jerome Kubat 
Felix Kubik 
Fred Kucera 
George Kucera 
Philip Kucera 
Jerry Kuchar 
Anthony Joseph Kucharczyk 
Joseph Kudelka 
John Kulisek 
Milton Kulisek 
Tony Kuna 
Emil Kuncl 
John Kunik 
Sylvestr Kunik 
V. Kunik 
William Kunik 
James M. Kurtz 
James Michael Kurtz 
Clarence Kus 

Raymond Kus 
John Kusman 
George Kustka 
William Kustka 
Rudy Kutak 
Fred Laber 
Ralph Laedtke 
Jerry Landa 
Patrick J. Langbein, Jr. 
Patrick J. Langbein, Sr. 
Charles Langen 
Laddie Lankas 
Benjamin Lasovsky 
William Laudon 
Dominic LaVerde 
James Lemicka 
John Jack Lenninger 
Robert Lepic 
Steve J. Letostak 
James Levy, Jr. 
Gary E. Lewis 
Richard Liley 
William A. Lindberg 
Edward Liska 
James Liska 
Jerry List 
John List 
Joseph List 
William Litrib 
Edward Locinskar 
John Locinskar 
Robert Locinskar 
Dave Loebsack 
Arthur Loeffelman 
Raymond F. Lomicka 
Gordan Long 
Ronald Lorne Loomis 
Miro Lukas 
James Lukes 
Frank Lunga 
Joe Lynch 
Edward Macak 
George J. Macak 
Rudolph Mahach 
Joseph Makes 
Frank Malosky 
Frank Malus 
Frank Maly 
Joseph Maly 
Stephen Maly 
Karl Mandl 
Arthur Mara 
Fred R. Marek 
Thomas Marek 
Richard Mariman 

Jerome Marinek 
Joseph Marion 
John Martanovic 
Johnny Martanovic 
Frank Martinek 
James Martinek 
Leonard Martinek 
Laddie Masek 
Louis Masek 
Norman Masek 
William Masek 
Frank Masin 
Frank Maton 
Jerry Maton 
James Matousek 
Joseph Matuna 
Louis Matustik 
Gregory Mayer 
Yaro Mazany 
Frank McClintic 
William McFee 
Terry McGowen 
Michael McGuire 
Ron McKee 
Harry McNamara 
William E. Medal 
Jerome Meixner 
Ed Melka 
Curt Mentzer 
Lew Meyer 
Lewis Meyer 
Arthur Michael 
Charles Michalek 
Daniel Michalek 
Emil Michalek 
Ernest Michalek 
Frank Michalek 
Jerry Michalek 
Joseph J. Michalek 
Robert Michalek 
Todd Michalek 
Melvin Michalske 
Michael Mihok 
Francis Paul Mika 
John Mikeska 
Harvey Miller 
Clement Mily 
Douglas Mily 
William Mily 
Frank Misek 
Paul Misik 
Robert Mlazovsky 
Wesley A. Moberg 
Jerry Mokry 
Nicholas Molitor 
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Donald Molner 
Frank Moore 
Joseph Moore 
Milton Moravek 
Richard A. Morec 
James E. Morris 
Kenny Morrison 
James M. Morsovillo 
Edward Motycka 
J. Bernard Motycka 
Raymond Moulis 
Donald F. Mraz 
William Mrazek 
Emil A. Mrizek 
Benjamin Mrkva 
Edward Mukarovsky 
Kenneth Myslik 
Josef Nachtman 
John Nagy 
Samuel Nagy 
Leonard Navratil 
Lorraine Nayder 
Thomas Nayder 
Frank Neadly 
Louis Nedved 
Ladimer Nekl 
Bohumil George (Bob)     
     Nekolny 
Edward Joseph Nekolny 
George Bohumil Nekolny 
John Nekolny 
Miles Edward Nekolny 
Darrell Wayne Netolicky 
Frank Netolicky, Sr. 
Frank John Netolicky, Jr. 
Warren Keith Netolicky 
Robert Newcomer 
James W. Nikl 
Vlaseimil Nohejl 
Joseph Norris 
Alfred Novacek 
Dale Novak 
Frank Novak 
Joe Novak 
Louis Novak 
Murray Novak 
Jerry Novotny 
Richard J. Novotny 
Myron Nudera 
Frank Oblak 
Joseph Ondra 
Allan Ontl 
Frank Oplatek 
Marcus (Pat) Pace 
Allison Paddock 

Milan Paddock 
Laddie F. Pajkrt 
Paul Palcsak 
Arthur R. Palecek 
Pete L. Palek 
Martin Palla 
Frank Pallick 
Ronald Jerry Pancner, MD 
Michael Panepucci 
Mike Panepucci 
William Parizek 
Rudolph Patopasty 
Joseph Pavka 
John C. Pavlik 
Ralph Pavlik 
Ervin Pazdera 
H.T. Pazdernik 
Jerry Pech 
Anthony Pekarek 
Charles Pekarek 
George Pekarek 
Karel Pekarek 
Richard Pekarek 
Gerald J. Perk 
Joseph Perosovich 
Emil Perout 
Ray Pesek 
Robert Pesek 
Rudy Pesek 
William Pesek 
John Peterkovich 
Allan Peterson 
Joseph C. Petrik 
John Petro 
Donald W. Petrosky 
Joseph D. Petrosky 
John Piader 
George M. Picha 
Joseph Picha 
Milton Picha 
Joseph Pichert 
Donald Pichner 
Ladd Pilous 
Laddie Pilous 
Rudolph M. Piskule 
Louis J. Pivonka 
Charles Piza 
Adolph Placek 
Anton Plachy 
Charles Plactecky 
Josef Player 
Edward Plomer 
Harold Plomer 
Rudy Pohanka 
Thomas Pohanka 

John Polasek 
Milton Polehna 
Stanley Polnicky 
Keith W. Porter 
Frank Posta 
Lloyd Posta 
Eugene Potucek 
Jan Prazek 
Russell Vlad Prech 
James Precosky 
Robert Prible 
Frank Pros 
Richard Prusha 
Joseph Psenicka 
Robert (Bohumil “Red”)      
     Ptacek 
Donald Pulkrab 
Steve F. Pultorak 
Franklin A. Puncochar 
Antonin Rada 
Edward Rada 
Frank Raidl 
Henry Rak 
Joseph Rak 
Barry R. Randle 
Aldrich Ratay 
Otto Regentik 
Fred Reigel 
James Reigel 
Norbert Reiman 
Ron Renaud 
John Rendl 
Frank Rericha 
Shawn Rericha 
Frank Rezny 
Jerry Rhia 
Joseph Richter 
Joseph Richter, Sr. 
Edward Ridl 
Andrew Riecan Jr. 
Marvin Rigel 
Charles J. Riha II 
Charles J. Riha III 
Paul Riha 
Raymond Riha 
Annette Rinaldi-Reichman 
James J. Rodgers 
George Rohler 
Vern Rompot 
Benjamin Rott 
Charles Rubuikan 
John (Alex) Rudd-Yaklin 
Albert Rus 
Joseph Rus 
Jan Russell 

William Rustic 
George Ruzicka 
Stanley Ruzicka 
Charles Rybnikar 
Anton Ryjacek 
Helen Ryznar 
Edward J. Sabados 
James Safranek 
Dennis Sailer 
George Salaba 
Robert Salay 
Tony Sanda 
Anthony Santavy 
Raymond Sasseen 
Donald Sauer 
John Scheffel 
Milton Scheffel 
Henry Schmit 
Frank Schoiber 
Charles Schultz 
Jerry Schultz 
Peter Scoutelas 
Stanley Sebek 
Joseph Sedlak 
Rudolph Seibert 
Henry Seidel 
George R. Semenek 
Stanley Semerad 
George Mitchell 
Sempkowski 
Thomas Sep 
Donald Serapiglia 
Frank Sevcik 
George Sevcik 
Frank Seymour 
John Seymour 
James Shikner, Jr. 
Andrew W. Shost, Jr. 
Andrew W. Shost, Sr. 
Joseph P. Shost 
Stanley Shost 
Frank Shourek 
Frank Shramek 
Stephen Shulin 
Vince Shulin 
Edward Shumbera 
Robert Sika 
Albert Sikora 
John Silhan 
Joseph Silhavy 
Charles Simecek 
Jaroslav Simecek 
Milos Simecek 
Stanley Simek 
Tony Simek 
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Charles Simonovic 
George Simonovic 
Karel Simonovic 
Michael Simonovic 
E. M. Simunek 
Emil Simunek 
F. Simunek 
Frank Simunek 
Ulrich A. Sinkora 
Frank Siroky 
Alice Skala 
A. W. Skalak, Jr. 
Adolph William Skalak 
Carl Skalak 
Joseph William Skalak 
Frank Skaryd 
LaVerne Skaryd 
George J. Skoumal, Jr. 
Jack L. Skoumal 
Robert Skoumal 
William J. Skoumal, Jr. 
Mildred Skudrna 
Allen R. Skyler 
Frank Sladek 
William Sladky 
Charles A. Slanina 
Raymond Slapak 
Ed Slavik 
Robert Slavik 
Josef Slezinger 
Edward Smahay 
Jerry Smahay 
Anthony Smazenka 
Tony Smazenka 
George Smazik 
Joseph Smazik 
Milton Smazik 
Joseph Smejsik 
Rudolph Smidl 
Robert Smira 
Jack Smith 
Edward Smola 
Jim Smolucha 
Michael Smolucha 
Frank Smrchek 
Charles Smunt 
Robert Smunt 
Mildred Smutny-Skudrna 
Jack Snider 
John Snider 
Charles E. Snyders 
Frank Sobkowiak 
Frank Sobkowiak, Sr. 
Josef Solarik 
Joseph Soldat 

Ronald G. Soltis 
Jim Sommer 
Elmer Soos 
Dennis Sopko 
Louis D. Sounik 
Jerry Souta 
Jerry T. Souta 
George Spala 
Robert L. Spatenka 
Laddie Srahola 
Stanley Sramek 
Milan Stasa 
George Stecha 
Edward Steffek 
Jerome Steffek 
Joseph  Steffek 
Michael Steffek 
Adolph Stehno 
Henry Stehno 
James Stejskal 
Karel Stekl 
Frank Sternes 
Frank Stetina 
Emil Stetkar 
Frank Stetkar 
Alfred Stewart 
Rudolph Stika 
Rudy Stika 
John Stock 
Jerry Stodola 
John Storcel 
Walt Strach 
John Straka 
George Stransky 
Joseph Stransky 
John Stribrny, Jr. 
John Stribrny, Sr. 
Jerry Strnad 
James Strobl 
Jerry Strobl 
Gus Stupka 
Vlad (Walter) Suchy 
Frank Suda 
Terry Sula 
Thomas C. Sula 
Ralph Sulek 
Ralph Surowiec 
Charles Svatek 
Frank Svaty 
Stanley Svaty 
Allen Svehla 
George Svejda 
Edward Svitil 
Arthur Svoboda 
Carl Svoboda 

Edward Svoboda 
Frank Svoboda 
George Svoboda 
Josef Svoboda 
Karel Svoboda 
Laddie Svoboda 
Norman Svoboda 
Walter Svoboda 
William Svoboda 
Ruth Swanson 
Edward Swigunski 
George Sykora 
Jaroslav Syptak 
Henry Szost 
Robert Szost 
Walter Szost 
William Tary 
George E. Tejcek 
Herbert Temple 
Barbara Thomas 
Evelyn Tichy 
Frank Tichy II 
Joseph Tichy 
Robert Tichy 
Rudolph Tichy 
Vil Tichy 
Karel Tittl, Jr. 
Zane Tittle 
Frank Tomaskovic 
Joseph Tomaskovic 
Matthew C. Tomaszewski 
Peter R. Tomaszewski 
Lloyd Tomcal 
Chad Tomes 
John J. Toncar 
Joseph Topinka 
Joseph B. Topinka 
Theodore Townsend 
Harold Trejbal 
Joseph Trejbal 
Robert Trejbal 
George M. Tresnak 
Oliver J. Tresnak 
Tom L. Tresnak 
Charles Trnka 
Frank Trnka, Jr. 
Joseph F. Trpik 
John Tuinenga 
Frank Turek 
James Turek 
George Tyll 
Marge Tyll 
James Uhlik 
Clarence Ulman 
Norman Ulrich 

Henry Vajcner 
Charles Valek 
George Valek 
Jiri Valek 
Charles Valestin, Sr. 
John Valusek 
Ladd Valusek 
Milo Vanek 
Vlad Vanek 
Vladimir Vanek 
Robert Vanicek 
Ross Varcelli 
Alexander Varga, Jr. 
Peter Vasicek 
Stanley Vasicek 
Jerry Vasko 
Walter Vaverka 
Donald Anthony Vavra 
Joseph Vavrasek 
Lee Vavrasek 
Paul Vavrasek 
Beri Vavrin 
James Vejsicky 
Jerome Velky 
Frank Versnick 
Henry Versnick 
Edward A. Vesely 
Edward C. Vesely 
Ernest V. Vesely 
Joseph Vesely 
George Vetovich 
Russell Vetovich 
Frank Veverka 
Richard L. Veverka 
Paul Vican 
Jim Vimr 
John Vimr 
Laddie Vitek 
Charles Vitous 
Jerry Vitovsky 
Thomas Vitovsky 
Robert Vittengl 
James Vitter 
Rudolph Vitter 
John Vittoe 
Joseph Vlasak 
Frank Vlcek 
Elmer Vodacak 
Joseph C. Vodraska 
Robert L. Vodraska 
D. J. Vodrazka 
Charles Vokracka 
Jerry Vokracka 
Joseph Vokracka 
 



NOVEMBER — CSA JOURNAL — 1�  Like us on Facebook

Thank You For Your Service...
Raoul Vonderau 
Charles Vondracek 
Frank Vondracek 
Frank Vondrak 
Anton (Tony) Vopenka 
Edward Voraty 
Joe Vorel 
William Vorel 
William A. Vorel 
Leopold Vorlicky 
Anthony Vsetula 
Josephine Mary Vsetula 
Emil Vydareny 
Jerry Vyskocil 
James Vyslysel 
Jerry Vyslysel 
George C. Vytlacil, Sr. 
Louie Vyvijal 
Robert E. Watzl 
John C. Weiss 
Vincent Welzien 
Benjamin Wencl 

Donald Wencl 
Robert L. Wencl 
Elizabeth White 
Don Whitenach 
Gary Wilt 
Joseph Wimmer 
Joseph Windsor 
Robert Wisneskey 
Edward Wolf 
Emil (Sonny) Wolf 
Emil (Sonny) Wolf, Jr. 
Francis Wolf 
Otto Wolf 
Wayne Wolf 
William Wolf 
James Wozniak 
John M. Wright  
Leon S. Yackymetz 
George V. Yeck 
Tony Yeck 
Al Yedlicka 
Andy Yedlicka 

Frank J. Yurka 
George E. Yurka 
John R. Yurka 
Joseph E. Yurka 
George Yuska 
Frank Zabransky 
Roman Zach 
Adolph Zahradka, Sr. 
James Zahradnicek 
Henry Zajic 
Jerry Zajic 
Rudy Zak 
Jerry J. Zalmanek 
John Zaloudek 
Jerry Zamrzla 
Woodrow Zamrzla 
John Zanini 
Steve Zarski 
Joseph Zaruba 
Charles Zastresek 
Milan Zavodny 
Charles Zavora 

Joseph Zavora 
Charles Zboril 
Frank Zboril 
John Zboril 
Charles Zdenek 
Josef Zelenka 
William Zelenka 
William R. (Bill) Zelenka 
Anton Norbert Zeman 
Jerry Zeman 
Zdenek Sidney Zeman 
Emil J. Zemanek 
Louis Zembalis 
George Zidlicky 
John Zitek 
Raymond Zitek 
John Zitney 
Dominic Zronek 

 

Journal Themes for 2025 
December – Photo Contest Winners, Bowl-O-Rama Scores 

Please send lodge articles to: 
csajournaleditor@gmail.com by the 13th of the month prior. 

Please address all Fraternal inquiries to: 
           Kelly Deegan at kdeegan@csalife.com or call 1.800.543.3272 x 4307
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Thank You For Your Service... 
Effective Ways to Support Veterans Year-Round
(Family Features) For the approximately 
18 million veterans in the United States 
– roughly 6 percent of U.S. adults ages 
18 and older, according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau – the return to civilian 
life can present challenges.  
 
Because many veterans need assistance 
as a result of their military service, con-
sider these impactful and meaningful 
ways to support veterans and ensure 
their sacrifices are honored and needs 
are met. 
 
Engage in Community Outreach 
Programs 
By participating in community events, 
you can help bridge the gap between 
veterans and civilians, fostering a sense 
of understanding and appreciation. 

Events such as parades, public cere-
monies and educational forums can be 
organized to highlight the contributions 
of veterans. Additionally, volunteer 
opportunities within your community 
can also provide support to veterans, 
such as helping with home repairs, pro-
viding transportation to medical 
appointments or simply spending time 
with veterans who may feel isolated. 
 
Provide Employment and Career 
Support 
Gaining employment is an issue for 
many veterans transitioning back to 
civilian life. To help ease the transition, 
community members can support veter-
ans by offering resume writing work-
shops, interview coaching, and career 
fairs specifically targeted at veterans. 

Employers can also actively seek and 
hire veterans to leverage their unique 
skills and experiences. Veteran-friendly 
hiring practices and mentorship pro-
grams can also be beneficial toward 
ensuring veterans find the financial sta-
bility and purpose they need to thrive. 
 
Contribute to Veteran-Focused 
Charities 
Donating to veteran-focused charities 
can help provide essential services such 
as housing, health care, and educational 
assistance. In addition to monetary 
donations, consider volunteering your 
time or skills. Many charities need vol-
unteers to help with various tasks, from 
organizing events to providing adminis-
trative support. 
 
Advocate for Veteran Health Care 
Initiatives 
Many veterans require specialized med-
ical care due to their service. 
Advocating for better health care poli-
cies and initiatives can help ensure they 
receive quality care. This includes sup-
porting legislation that improves access 
to medical and mental health services 
for veterans. You can also work with 
local health care providers to develop 
programs specifically designed for vet-
erans. 
 
Promote Mental Health Awareness 
and Resources 
Mental health is a critical aspect of 
overall well-being, and many veterans 
face unique mental health challenges, 
including post-traumatic stress disorder 
and depression. Promoting mental 
health awareness and providing 
resources can help veterans cope with 
these issues. This includes organizing 
mental health awareness campaigns, 
providing information on available 
resources, and reducing the stigma asso-
ciated with seeking help. 
 

Source: eLivingtoday.com 
Photo courtesy of Shutterstock 
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How to Honor Loved Ones’ Memories 
During the Holidays 

(Family Features) The holiday season 
can be a time of joy and connection, but 
it can also bring intense feelings of loss 
and sadness for those grieving the death 
of a loved one. 
 
To help families honor memories while 
caring for their emotional well-being, 
the National Funeral Directors 
Association (NFDA) recognizes the 
unique challenges of this season and 
offers these resources and tips. 
 
Embrace Your Feelings 
Grief is unique to each person, and emo-
tions during the holidays can vary wide-
ly – from sadness and longing to 
moments of joy and peace. Give your-
self permission to feel whatever arises 
without judgment. Allow space for tears 
or quiet reflection and remember it’s 
OK to experience mixed emotions. 
Acknowledging your feelings honestly 
can help you move through the season 
with greater self-compassion. 
 
Create New Traditions 
While old holiday traditions often hold 
treasured memories, creating new rituals 
can help you honor your loved one in a 
personal way. 
 
“Keep as many traditions as you can 
keep, but we always encourage families 
to create a new tradition to remember 
that loved one who’s been lost,” said 
Tim Schramm, owner of Howe-Peterson 
Funeral Homes. 
 
Lighting a candle in their memory, shar-
ing stories that celebrate their life, or 
setting up a special display of photos or 
keepsakes are small acts that can bring 
comfort. Some people find meaning in 
donating to a charity in their honor or 
volunteering together with family or 
friends to celebrate the spirit of giving. 
 
Lean on Your Support System 
Having trusted people around you can 
offer solace. Whether through family 

gatherings, friends, support groups or 
counseling, reaching out helps bridge 
feelings of loneliness. Being with others 
who understand your grief or sharing 
your memories can provide reassurance 
and companionship during times that 
might feel isolating. 
 
Set Boundaries to Protect Your Well-
Being 
It’s important to do what feels right for 
you, even if that means saying no to 
events or stepping away from over-
whelming situations. Setting limits helps 
protect your emotional health and 
allows you to navigate the holidays at 
your own pace. 
 
“As funeral directors, we often remind 
families that caring for yourself is just 
as important as honoring your loved 
one,” said Dr. Camelia Clarke, owner 
and licensed funeral director at Paradise 
Memorial. “Setting boundaries isn’t 
selfish – it’s an act of compassion that 
allows you to truly be present in the 
moments that matter most.” 
 
Communicate honestly with loved ones 
about your needs as they will likely 
appreciate your openness. 
 
Prioritize Self-Care 
Grief can be emotionally and physically 
tiring, especially around the holidays. 

Take care of yourself through adequate 
rest, comforting meals, finding a new 
hobby, or buying yourself a gift. Simple 
mindfulness practices, such as journal-
ing or breathing exercises, can also help 
manage stress and bring moments of 
calm. 
 
Remember with Compassion 
Honoring your loved one’s memory is a 
personal journey. You might choose to 
share stories, write letters, observe 
moments of silence, or engage in cre-
ative expressions like art or music. 
Embracing these acts with kindness and 
patience fosters healing and helps keep 
their spirit alive. 
 
The holiday season often brings both 
challenges and opportunities for healing. 
By embracing your emotions, leaning 
on support, creating meaningful rituals, 
and caring for yourself, you can honor 
your loved ones in ways that feel right 
for you. Remember, you don’t have to 
face this time alone. Resources like 
journey cards from: 
RememberingALife.com and other 
ways to keep memories alive are avail-
able to provide guidance and comfort as 
needed. 
 

Source: National Funeral Directors 
Association 

Photo courtesy of Shutterstock 
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Lodge Happenings
Members Meet and Celebrate
Lodge Sokol Pilsen No. 434, Oak 
Brook, Illinois – Lodge Sokol Pilsen 
held two meetings: September 27, 2025 

and October 18, 2025.  It has been a 
long time since we held a meeting but 
that is because of the tragedies we have 
encountered this year.  We had to deal 
with the death of our Treasurer Stan 
Papuga, who we miss very much, and 
many of our members were hospital-
ized.  But life goes on. 
     Our meeting on September 27 was 
held at Matt Bultas’ home. It was two-
fold – both a meeting and a birthday 
party as it was our President Andy 
Bultas’ 90th birthday.  So after a short 
meeting, we celebrated his birthday.  All 
his children, most of his grandchildren, 
and all of his great-grandchildren 
attended. A good time was had by all. 
     The dinner was a true Bohemian din-
ner: pork, dumplings, smoked butt, 
chicken, and sauerkraut. 
     The October meeting was held at 

Catherine Malusa’s home.  We dis-
cussed members who possibly wanted to 
run for office. After much discussion, 
we agreed that the current officers 
should remain in office.  We went over 
the pictures from the Get-Together. We 
also discussed the winner of the Kropik 
Scholarship which is given by the 
Papugas, members of Lodge Sokol 
Pilsen.  
     After the meeting was over, we sat 
around and had refreshments.  We also 
dicussed the birth of President Bultas’ 
new great-granddaughter, Madison 
Autumn, born on October 15, 2025, to 
David and Michelle Yochem, grandchil-
dren of Andrew Bultas. 
      After everyone enjoyed the refresh-
ments, the meeting was adjourned. 

Fraternally,    
 Matt Bultas 
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Lodge Happenings
“Raise the Jolly Roger” 
Lodge Groveton No. 4, Coraopolis, 
Pennsylvania – On August 23, several 
lodge members and friends attended a 
Pittsburgh Pirate’s game to celebrate the 
end of summer. It was Hall-of-Fame 
weekend, and the Louisville Slugger 
Museum brought memorabilia for fans 
to see. Chet and Patty Yurkovich took 
the time to check it out, and they were 
able to hold the baseball bats of Al 
Oliver and Roberto Clemente. Jason 
Kendall, Dave Parker, and Pete 
Browning also had bats on display. The 
Pirates were able to “raise the Jolly 
Roger” with a win over the Colorado 
Rockies!  
     There were 17 members present at 

the September meeting. We voted on our 
lodge donations, and we decided to keep 
our contributions local again this year. 
We donated to Alina’s Light, The 
Micheal Trella Foundation, the NFCA, 
Honor Flight of Pittsburgh, Racers for 
Tots, and the Groveton Firemen.  
     Our October meeting had 16 mem-
bers in attendance. We discussed the 
CSA and BetterLife merger and our 
requirements needed to achieve plat-
inum status within the Lodge 
Recognition Program. Wyatt Forrester 
volunteered to create a presentation on 
Czech culture and present at a later 
meeting. Some members attended bingo 
on October 26, 2025, to support Racers 

for Tots. These events should help us 
reach platinum!     
     Lodge Groveton meets the first 
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. at 
Groveton Firehall. Food and refresh-
ments are available at each meeting. We 
are still looking for a location for our 
December meeting and Christmas party. 
It will be announced as soon as possible.   
     Lodge Groveton sends warm wishes 
for a happy and peaceful Thanksgiving!  

Fraternally,  
Sis. Hunter Rae Yurkovich 
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Lodge Happenings
Operation Support Our Troups
Lodge Lincoln No. 7, Berwyn, Illinois  
– Sister Chris Lanzel was the perfect 
hostess for our September lodge meet-
ing.  Chris gave us a tour of her new 
home and the grounds before serving us 
a home-cooked dinner of Italian sausage 
with peppers and onions, and fresh 
baked bread.  Vera Wilt prepared a pasta 
salad, and for dessert we had a variety 
of cookies and brownies.  
     After dinner, our business meeting 
was held.  We voted to make a donation 

to Canines for Warriors and set up our 
future meeting dates. 
     On November 1, we will meet from 
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Operation 
Support our Troops America located at 
1989 University Ln., Suite A, in Lisle, 
Illinois.  We will be stuffing Christmas 
stockings to be shipped to our troops 
overseas. Afterwards, we will have an 
early dinner and meeting at Bavarian 
Lodge located at 1800 Ogden Avenue, 
in Lisle. 

     Please save the date: Sunday, 
December 7, for a holiday celebration 
and meeting.  The place and time will be 
confirmed. 

Fraternally, 
Pat Smolucha 

(s.smolucha@sbcglobal.net) 
 
Note:  Sis. Smolucha provided addition-
al information about Major Michael 
Smolucha.  You will find that story and 
photos featured on pages 9 – 13 of this 
issue. 

Stan and Pat Smolucha, Matthew Schultz, and Joe Hartzel

John Pritisil, Vera Wilt, and Chris Lanzel
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Lodge Happenings
Lodge Friendships Extend Beyond Our Borders
Lodge Woodrow Wilson No. 377, Brookfield, Illinois – Our 
October meeting brought such good times with long-time 
friends from Lodge Yankee Jungmann No. 77. Besides catch-
ing up with everyone and learning what each lodge has been 
up to, we enjoyed an incredible bounty of goodies, con-
tributed by each member of both lodges. All in attendance 
also were treated to a wonderful display of fun, Halloween-
themed items created by Lodge No. 77’s Mary Ellen Janda, 
who then raffled them off. Clearly every one of us was a win-
ner, with the raffle adding yet another dimension of fun to the 
whole meeting! 
     Coming up soon are lodge elections for 2026 officers, as 
well as our other year-end traditions. In addition to finishing 
our craft project to create and donate holiday ornaments, those 
traditions include holiday gifting for families that are strug-
gling. This year, more than ever, our help is needed. If you 
would like to contribute – even if you can’t attend our meet-
ings in person – please let me know and I can share details 
with you. We welcome everyone’s participation and help for 
our community. We also will have our holiday potluck at 
December’s meeting, and then it’s time already to begin plan-
ning for the upcoming new year. Can you believe that 2025 is 
almost coming to an end?   
     Do you have any special plans or events coming up? What 
news do you have to share with your lodge family? Please 
keep in touch and let me know! Also: do you know about our 
lodge Facebook page? We’d love to have you join us – just 
search for Lodge Woodrow Wilson CSA, and ask to be includ-
ed! 

Fraternally, 
Jean Hemzáček Laukant    

hemzacek.j@gmail.com /630-915-9745   
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Lodge Happenings
It’s November  –  Already!
Lodge Kruh Osvojenych Zen a Panu 
No. 121, Dillonvale, Ohio – I can still 
hear the words of my dearly departed 
mother saying that the older you get, the 
faster time flies.  That woman was 
always right—whether I wanted to 
admit it.   Somehow, Georgianna Kurtz 
always had her way of letting you know 
exactly how things were in very certain, 
but gentle, terms.  Her mother (my 
grandmother) Mary always said with the 
passing of the seasons, comes many 
changes—and not just in the weather.  
We find that to be ever true, don’t we?  
     As I slowly (or speedily—depending 
on how you look at it) approach the next 
generation, my body is letting me know 
by giving me daily signs that I’m not in 
my 20s anymore.  Everything I do—or 
try to do—seems to take twice as long 
as it did ten years ago.  I find that I 

underestimate the time to complete my 
daily tasks often.  As many of you 
know, with the aging process, comes the 
usual aches and pains, added medica-
tions, and endless diagnoses of this, that, 
or the other.   
     Well, I do realize that I am not alone 
in my resistance to change and the aging 
process.  Many of you probably feel the 
same way.  After all, we are somewhat 
of an aging population in our CSA soci-
ety.  I’ve been thinking about all the oth-
ers who have gone before us—many of 
whom were taken to their forever home 
way too young.  It really makes you 
think.  We are so truly blessed to have 
the time we have.  If you are reading my 
article today, be thankful!  In this season 
of Thanksgiving, let us celebrate the 
lives we have been given and give 
thanks for the lives of those who have 
touched ours. 
     As we complete our merger, I would 
like to say a special thank you to all our 

executive officers, directors, Home 
Office staff, local lodge officers, and 
members for their love, loyalty, and fra-
ternalism through the years.  You have 
been a special part of our lives through 
CSA, and we are grateful for your lead-
ership and support.  Our CSA chapter is 
ending, but a new one is beginning.  My 
grandmother, Mary, and my mother, 
Georgianna, were both former members 
of the J.C.D., before merging with CSA 
Fraternal Life.  We can likewise take a 
page from their book, and embrace this 
upcoming change, too.  I’m excited to 
see all that’s coming in our future! 
     Thank you to our cherished veterans 
past and present.  We are eternally grate-
ful!   
     Have a blessed Thanksgiving with 
those you love.  God bless!  

Fraternally,  
Sister Wendy Kurtz Lovell 
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Lodge Happenings
Mayor of Prague Visits BNC
Lodge Yankee-Jungmann No. 77, 
Lombard, Illinois – We had our October 
lodge meeting as guests with Lodge 
Wilson and President Cary Mentzer.  We 
discussed the merger with BetterLife, the 
Bohemian National Cemetery, and the 
T.G. Masaryk Czech School.  After the 
meeting, we had a drawing for many 
Halloween decorations. We followed that 
with goodie bags for all.  We finished with 
desserts from both lodges and catching up 
with one another. 
     On September 21, Chuck Michalek 
lead a tour at Bohemian National 
Cemetery for the Mayor of Prague, 
Bohuslav Svoboda. There were also some 
visiting government representatives from 
Prague. It was an opportunity to introduce 
them to some of the wonderful historic 
buildings, monuments, and war memorials 
at the Bohemian National Cemetery. One 
of the highlights for Mayor Svoboda was 
visiting the family mausoleum of Chicago 
Mayor Anton Cermak who was born in 
Bohemia.   
     We want to wish everyone a Happy 
Fall and Thanksgiving! Where has all the 
time gone this year? 

Fraternally, 
Mary Ellen Janda 
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Claim Name             Lodge Location Date of Death Age   
56172 Balson, Fred N. 004 PITTSBURGH, PA 09/13/2025 73 
56174 Cairns, Mary M. 004 OAKDALE, PA 10/09/2025 83 
56169 Suhajda, David L. 007 LONG BEACH, CA 04/17/2025 75 
56162 Curcio, Joseph L. 013 JANESVILLE, WI 12/21/2013 76 
56154 Brown, Elizabeth M. 121 RAYLAND, OH 09/01/2025 76 
56158 Meixner, Mary C. 210 CHICAGO, IL 09/08/2025 42 
56177 Clark, Dolores A. 219 STRONGSVILLE, OH 08/29/2025 87 
56165 Peluso, David 230 BELTON, TX 05/27/2023 83 
56160 Krofka, Raymond J. 231 N. CHARLESTON, NC 09/02/2025 74 
56155 Gonzalez, Ricardo M. 252 NIPOMO, CA 08/19/2025 74 
56167 Morec, Anton 252 SANTA CLARA, CA 08/04/2025 77 
56175 Flanagan, Melody J. 252 CARLSBAD, CA 09/11/2025 67 
56170 Habenicht, William L. 310 BELLAIRE, OH 03/20/2025 70 
56168 Mily, Melanie J. 366 DEARBORN, MI 11/02/2024 72 
56157 Sounik, Louis D. 372 BEDFORD, OH 02/17/2025 100 
56178 Butler, Frances 409 BERWYN, IL 01/21/2025 87 
56159 Kalinke, Betty L. 419 NORTH JUDSON, IN 10/11/2024 89 
56163 Williams, Irene Mack 422 BROOKLYN, NY 09/18/2025 99 
56171 Taylor, Gloria 448 JAMAICA, NY 10/01/2025 94 
56173 Donnan, Christine H. 448 GALWAY, NY 07/08/2025 92 
56164 Gradia, Sophie M. 463 WEST PALM BEACH, FL 06/15/2025 88 
56166 Elsik, Lawrence 463 BRADENTON, FL 09/13/2025 92 
56161 Brooks, Gloria 469 CURRITUCK, NC 03/16/2025 94 
56156 Hayward, Annie 479 PHILADELPHIA, PA 06/30/2025 70

In Memoriam

It is with deep regret that Lodge Benjamin Franklin announces 
the passing of one of its faithful members, David Allen Kus. 
He died peacefully the morning of Thursday, September 18, 
2025 at the age of 75 in North Royalton, Ohio.  
 
Brother Kus took great pride in his membership and association 
with the CSA. Rarely did he miss a meeting. Dave was past 
president (2008 and 2009) and spent 16 additional years in the 
roll of Guide or Sentry.  
 
David was an avid bowler who loved participating in the CSA 
National and State Tournaments. He especially enjoyed bowling 
in the old Wednesday Night CSA Eastside Men’s League which 
took up residence at Broadway-Dunham Lanes beneath 
Mapletown Shopping Center.  
 
Dave possessed good mental retention and thus won many trivia 
contests on the local radio shows. Questions about James Bond 
and the Pink Panther were among his favorites. He will also be 
remembered for his many impersonations, jokes, and one-liners.  
 
We extend deepest sympathy to Brother Kus’s dearest family 
and friends.  

Respectfully,  
Jeff Zidlicky  

In Memoriam
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Lodge Happenings
Crockpot Cookoff Raises Over $1,000!
Lodge Cleveland Chapter No. 219, 
Cleveland, Ohio – Leaves are turning 
beautiful colors; autumn is here!  It was 
a lovely day for our October 14 meet-
ing.  Thirteen members were in atten-
dance. We held a moment of silence for 
two deceased members. 
     The “Night at the Races” event was 
fun for all who attended.  Our horses 
and race did not win, but our President, 
Freddie Shima, won some races and her 
horses won, too.  The “Crockpot Cook-
off” was a very fun event, too.  They 
were able to raise over $1,000.00.  
Several people at our table won raffle 
basket prizes. 
     The District Council Christmas Party 
will be held on December 4 at noon at 
Eddie’s Creekside Restaurant.   
     Our lodge has picked the Longhorn 
Restaurant on Rockside Road for our 
holiday party in December.  It will be at 
11:30 a.m. on December 9. 
     Unfortunately, there will be no bowl-
ing tournament this year in Ohio, since 
no one has stepped up to run it.  Our 
bowling league is doing great. 
     Our lodge has decided to donate 
money to the CSA’s Scholarship Fund in 
the name of our deceased member, 
Dolores Clark. 

     In November, we will be voting on 
new lodge officers.  We will also be 
sending cash donations to our two chari-
ties. 
     We continue to collect pop tabs for 
the DTJ facility.   
     We had our decorated Halloween 
lunch bag contest.  Joan Sapp won!   
     Jan Russell and Sue won our 50/50 
raffle. 
     After lunch, we played “Halloween 
bingo” with lots of winners.  Thanks, 
Freddie, for the game and prizes. 
     Sylvia Lorinz mentioned that it was 
her late husband’s birthday.  They were 
married almost 50 years when he passed 
seven years ago.  They had around 400 
people at their wedding reception, 

which was held at the Ceska Sin build-
ing. 
     Freddie’s nephew Jeffrey Shima got 
engaged to his fiancé, Rachel, in Hawaii 
last month.  Everyone is so excited for 
them.   
     Our half-time secretary, Jan Russell, 
is leaving on November 6 for her 
Florida home.  Our other half-time sec-
retary, Carole, who does a great job, will 
be taking over. 
     Our next meeting is on November 11 
at 10:30 a.m. at the Parma Heights 
Library. 

Fraternally yours, 
Judy (Sevcik) Genco 
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IN MEMORY OF MILDRED MENTZER  
      Ed and Tina Wolf 
       
 
Total Donations:                                                                                                                                 $50.00
                                                                                                                                                               
 
 
                                                                                                                                                               

Scholarship Fund Report

September 10, 2025 - October 10, 2025

Lodge Happenings

Fraternal Well Wishes

Eunice Semple 
Lodge Yankee-Jungmann No. 77 

 
Danny Gorman 

Lodge Cleveland Chapter No. 219 
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Century of Progress/Bila Hora, 
No. 231, Cicero, Illinois – In 
September, we met at 12:30 p.m. at PJ 
Klem’s Restaurant in Lyons, Illinois 
because the city of Cicero was repairing 
the street around the T.G. Masaryk 
School, our usual meeting venue.  
Between the street repair and the parents 
picking up their children from the 
school down the block, parking on the 
school property was at a premium. 
Therefore, we were unable to park at or 
near the school. 
     The usual formalities with reports 
from the Secretary Ed Slavik, Treasurer 
Roberta Kulik, and representatives of 
various activities related to CSA were 
discussed and accepted.  We heard from 
Roberta, our representative to the school 
and a member of the school board, that 
the school celebrated the birthday of the 
president of the school board, Andy 
Bultas, with a party outside on the sur-
rounding grounds. Also mentioned was 
that the school had celebrations for 
Moravian Day.   
     Our lodge collected eight full bags of 
food along with a significant cash dona-
tion for the Angel Guardian Food Pantry 
in Brookfield, Illinois.  Some of the cash 
donations were collected from members 
of the Senior Center attended by Nita 
Natkowski and other members of our 
lodge. 
     I hope it’s okay that I “toot my own 
horn.”  I have attached four photos of 
me and my paintings that were on dis-
play during the months of August and 
September at the Prospect Heights 
Library.  Presently, I also have paintings 
on display at the Elks Lodge in Des 

Plaines.  There are paintings at 
Northbrook Court on the second floor 
above the AMC Theater through 
December. 
     Our meetings are generally held at 
the T.G. Masaryk School on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 12:30 p.m.  
We invite you, our members, to join us 
and welcome your input.  Please join us 
at the school at 5701 W. 22 Place, 
Cicero, Illinois.  For more information, 
contact Ed Slavik at 708 423-5267. 

Fraternally,  
Elaine Tejcek 

 
 

Many Paintings on Display
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Just Kids

Happy Thanksgiving
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Send Just Kids your stories, riddles, etc. 
Mail: Just Kids, c/o the CSA Journal,  
P.O. Box 249, Lombard, IL 60148 

Email to: CSAJournalEditor@gmail.com

JJuusstt     KKiiddss

 
Happy Thanksgiving 
Šťastné Díkůvzdání 

 
Thank you for your service 

Děkuji za vaši službu 
 

 
Enjoy the fall colors 

Užijte si podzimní barvy 
 

Gather with friends and family 
Shromážděte se s přáteli a rodinou 

 

Czech to English




