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President’s Piece
Keep the Good Things Going
Brothers and Sisters,

Happy February to everyone out
there! I hope the winter season is
treating everyone well. As we enter
2022, as always, there’s a bunch of
CSA things ahead for all of us.
First off, in March, CSA Fraternal
Life will reach our 168th Anniversary,
notching another year as North
America’s oldest Fraternal Benefit
Society. We continue to be here for
you, the member.
In addition to helping our members with their financial needs, we
also continue to offer our wonderful
suite of Fraternal offerings and programs. From annual scholarships that
we award to our young adults, to
matching funds that we offer through
our CSA Serves program, to Lodge
Recognition Program awards (with a
cash prize for highly productive
lodges), to bowling events, the Photo
Contest, and volunteering within the
community, we have a ton of things
going on. We also can’t forget the
social side of things, such as having
CSA’s annual Get-Together—which

Like us on Facebook

includes our Miss National CSA
Contest—to local Lodge and District
Council events as well! From
finances, to philanthropy, to fun, we
have a bunch of things going on! That
said, we continue to strive to not only
keep CSA active and strong, but to
evolve and grow as well.
This year, we of course have our
Quadrennial Convention and Annual
Get-Together. These events are paired
together and will be in August at the
Marriott in Oak Brook, Illinois—just a
few miles from our Home Office.
Look for news on these events in both
our Journal (see page 8) as well as
through your local Lodges.
As the weather turns nice and presumably COVID eases and makes
travel easier, we’ll be out and about
visiting CSA members and attending
other community events in your local
area. I’m definitely looking forward to
taking part in many events, and I look
forward to seeing you out there.
Needless to say, there are a number
of good things happening within CSA.
We’ll continue to keep them going,

John J. Kielczewski
President

make them better, and report to you on
what’s going on!
Thanks again for your support over
the years.

Until next time...
Fraternally,
John J. Kielczewski, CLU, FLMI
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Today’s Fraternal
February is American Heart Month
Dearest Members,

We often associate the month of February with hearts because
of Valentine’s Day. However, there’s another reason we should
think about hearts in February; it’s American Heart Month, a
time when all people can focus on their cardiovascular health.
Heart disease is the leading cause of death for men, women,
and people of most racial and ethnic groups in the United
States. It creates an enormous burden for people, communities, and healthcare providers and systems.
One person dies every 36 seconds in the United States
from cardiovascular disease. About 659,000 people in the
United States die from heart disease each year—that’s 1 in
every 4 deaths. It costs the United States about $363 billion
each year, and this includes the cost of health care services,
medicines, and lost productivity due to death. Coronary heart
disease is the most common type of heart disease, killing
360,900 people in 2019. About 18.2 million adults aged 20
and older have CAD (about 6.7%), and about 2 in 10 deaths
from CAD happen in adults less than 65 years old.
Many folks know that in order to prevent heart disease and
its complications, you have to eat healthy meals and snacks,
maintain a healthy weight, get regular physical activity, drink
less alcohol, and avoid smoking. It’s also important to take
charge of your medical conditions, too. Your health care team
should test your blood levels of cholesterol at least once every
4 to 6 years. If you have already been diagnosed with high
cholesterol or have a family history of the condition, you may
need to have your cholesterol checked more often. Talk with
your doctor about conducting this simple blood test. If you
have high cholesterol, medicines and lifestyle changes can
help reduce your risk for heart disease.
High blood pressure usually has no symptoms, so have it
checked on a regular basis. Consider measuring your blood
pressure at least once every 2 years if you have never had high
blood pressure or other risk factors for heart disease. If you

have been diagnosed with high blood pressure, also called
hypertension, your health care team will measure your blood
pressure more often to make sure you have the condition
under control. Talk with them about how often you should
check your blood pressure, whether it be at a doctor’s office,
at a pharmacy, or at home.
If you have diabetes, monitor your blood sugar levels carefully. Talk with your doctor about treatment options, and they
may recommend certain lifestyle changes to help keep your
blood sugar under control. These actions will help reduce your
risk for heart disease. Also, if you take medicine to treat high
blood cholesterol, high blood pressure, or diabetes, follow
your doctor’s instructions carefully. Don’t be afraid to ask
questions if you don’t understand something.
With increased awareness, education, and lifestyle changes,
Americans can live longer, fuller, healthier lives and be an
advocate for healthy habits. American Heart Month should be
used as a reminder to take care of your body and your health
as you age and to reduce your risk of developing heart disease
and other health conditions. It’s never too late to start living a
healthy lifestyle and reducing your heart disease risks. Let’s
make 2022 our healthiest year yet!
Fraternally,
Amanda Lovell
Fraternal Director
alovell@csalife.com

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com

“Heart Disease Facts.” Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. 27 Sep 2021. Web. 26 Jan 2022.
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Message from the Secretary
Revisiting Our Lodge Bylaws
Greetings Brothers and Sisters,

We made it through January! We are
that much closer to spring. Snow and
cold weather have lost their luster with
me. I start yearning for warmer days
almost as soon as the first snow flies. I
don’t know about you, but as I get
older, I carefully watch that groundhog in February to see what that large
rodent has to say about the remainder
of winter. I completely understand
why many people retire to warmer climates. Don’t forget that CSA is active
in both Florida and Texas. If you have
extended family in those areas, it may
be an excellent time to purchase a life
product or an annuity and help us
grow there.

As you approach that new fork in the
road called “retirement,” it is an excellent time to assess your insurance
needs. The kids are out of the house,
and you may have paid off your mortgage. You may even have grandchildren. These are all good reasons to
update your beneficiaries or add to
your insurance portfolio. You can con-

tact your local Sales Agent or the
Home Office. Our sales force can help
you with your product questions. Barb
and Sally in our Policy Services
department are always available to
answer a question regarding your
existing products.

Thoughts of warmer weather bring the
2022 Quadrennial Convention and
Get-Together to mind. They will be
held at the Marriott located in Oak
Brook, Illinois. The committees are
busy planning both events, so keep an
eye out for additional information in
upcoming Journals (see page 8) and
on Facebook. We hope to see many of
you there.

By the time this magazine issue
appears in your mailbox, the lodge
officers should have received the
Lodge Bylaws. Please try to discuss
the bylaws during your regular lodge
meetings soon. Then, do not hesitate
to contact anyone in the Fraternal
Department with questions or concerns.
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Matthew Koski
Executive Secretary/COO/CRO

Remember, winter is over halfway
done, and before you know it, we will
be outside enjoying the warmer
weather that comes with spring.
Fraternally,
Matthew Koski

Big Changes!

Dobry Den Brothers and Sisters,

I hope you all had a wonderful start to
the new year! I kicked off the new year
by attending my friend Abbey’s wedding with my other friend Danielle.
Danielle, Abbey, and I have all known
each other since high school, and we all
attended Iowa State University together.
Both Abbey and Danielle have graduated, so it was a blast catching up with
each other and hearing about their lives!
Abbey and her husband are even moving back to Ames, which I am very
excited about!
In addition to the wedding, the start
of the new year has also brought about
many new and exciting changes; I
turned 23, my internship with Collins
Aerospace ended, and I started my second to last semester of college! My
birthday was December 28, which I
have always enjoyed because I rarely
ever have to do anything on my birthday
since it is so close to the holidays. Every
year since I was a small child, my dad
and I would bake and decorate a cake
for my birthday, and this year was no
different. My younger brother and his
girlfriend even stopped by to help us
take a picture with the cake!
The next big change the new year has
brought is the end of my internship at
Collins Aerospace. I have worked at
Collins for the past year as a continuous
improvement intern. My job included
helping lower costs and save space
using different lean manufacturing
methodologies and tools. The end of my
internship was very bittersweet. I loved
my job and will miss my coworkers, but
I am also excited to focus solely on
school, and I would like to take this
opportunity to join a new club or organization on campus! My transition was
also made easier because I was able to
help train the new full-time Co-op. I
enjoyed sharing my knowledge with her
and showing her all of my team’s
accomplishments and all that was still
left to be done. I am incredibly grateful

Miss CSA
for everything I learned and the connections I made throughout my internship
and Co-op. I look forward to applying
my experiences to my coursework and
future jobs.
Lastly, the new year has brought
about the start of the new semester! On
January 19, I started my second to last
semester at Iowa State. This semester
will be difficult, as all my classes are
engineering core classes, except one,
which is an upper-level management
course. Although I think they will be
difficult, I also think they will be very
interesting, and I am excited to learn the
material. I especially look forward to
my systems improvement class, which

covers many of the tools I used at
Collins! I am also feeling more motivated this semester because I just found out
that I made it onto the Dean’s List for
Fall of 2021! This is the first time I’ve
been on the Dean’s List, so my new goal
for the year is to remain on the list for
my last two semesters!
I hope you all have had a good start
to the new year, and I hope this year is
filled with happiness and compassion
for one another! I also hope to see many
of you at T-Fest in Vining, Iowa on
February 4!
Fraternally,
Emily Nejdl
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85th Annual Get-Together
Oak Brook, IL, August 5 –7, 2022

Mark your calendars, folks! Following the 42nd Quadrennial
Convention on Thursday, August 4, 2022, CSA Fraternal Life
will host the 85th Annual Get-Together at the Marriott Hotel
in Oak Brook, Illinois. Registration packets will be mailed out
in the near future to each lodge. Each packet will contain a
cover letter, registration form, deadline and payment sheet,
advertisement form, and raffle tickets. Please copy and share
this information with your lodge members. A copy of the registration form will also be included in the Journal in the
months ahead, and you will be able to download the entire
registration packet from the CSA website (www.csalife.com)
once available.

We encourage you to start your planning now for the 2022
Get-Together. Secure your hotel room(s) by contacting the
Chicago Marriott Oak Brook, (630) 573-8555, pass code
CSA. Our group room rate is $129 per night for single-occupancy rooms and $139 per night for double-occupancy rooms
(plus tax).

Our hotel is just steps away from the Oakbrook Shopping
Center, which has about 180 stores for you to enjoy. Feeling
hungry? There are over 60 different restaurants within walk-
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ing distance of Greater Oak Brook’s corporate, hotel, and
shopping corridor. Visit www.oakbrookcenter.com to plan
your trip. We are also near the Oakbrook Terrace, Cantigny
Park, the Brookfield Zoo, the Drury Lane Theatre, and the
Morton Arboretum. Commuting through the city is made easy,
as we are just a short drive from Chicago O’Hare International
Airport, the Pace Bus Station, and the Metro Train Station.
More details and information will be provided in future
Journal issues. Call Director Ken Dvorsky at (708) 442-8513
if you have any questions as you make your plans for the 2022
Get-Together! We are looking forward to seeing you in
Chicagoland!

Warmest wishes,
2022 Get-Together Committee

85th Annual Get-Together
Discover the Morton Arboretum

The Morton Arboretum’s outdoor art exhibition,
Human+Nature (pronounced: Human Nature), inspires awe
and wonder as it connects people and trees.

Internationally renowned artist Daniel Popper created five 15to 26-foot-tall sculptures exclusively for the Arboretum. They
are featured in various locations across its 1,700 acres, leading
guests to areas they may not have explored before. It is his
largest exhibition to date anywhere in the world.

On the East Side, a short walk from the Visitor Center, you are
able to step within a huge female figure, as if into the heart of
nature. Continuing along a less than mile-long walk, you will
encounter a majestic maternal figure as tall as a tree, and a
sculpture of diverse human facial traits interwoven with root
structures. On the West Side, two hands joined by intertwining
roots extend near a grove of old oaks, and a towering face
evokes the interconnectedness of humans and trees. Made of
concrete, fiberglass, and steel, each sculpture weighs several
metric tons. The largest ground footprint is 28 feet wide and
37 feet long.

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com

Trees have the power to refresh and restore people and to connect them to the natural world. People rely on trees for clean
air to breathe, shade to cool, and beauty that can bring joy and
relaxation, among many other benefits. In turn, trees need
people to care for them if they are to thrive and share their
benefits, especially in a changing climate. Guests are invited
to reimagine their relationships with trees as they explore
these expressive large-scale artworks while also enjoying the
outdoors and the trees of the Morton Arboretum.

Human+Nature is included with timed-entry admission to the
Arboretum. The exhibition is planned to run through March
2023. Two new large-scale sculptures will be added in May
2022, including one being created to commemorate the
Arboretum’s Centennial year. Consider adding a trip to the
Morton Arboretum on your list of things-to-do during your
stay at the 2022 Get-Together in Oak Brook, Illinois. Visit
www.mortonarb.org for more information.
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Krtek: The Mole, The Myth, The Legend

If you have visited the Czech capital, Prague, you know that
Krtek is no stranger there. You can find him in souvenir shops,
on keychains, or as a stuffed toy. This grey-bellied, cheerfullooking little mole is all over the place. He was designed with
Disney in mind, and the creator was influenced by the animated characters we know and love from our American culture.
Soon after the first release, Krtek was an instant hit.

How Krtek Got His Design
Although the first episode was narrated, Miler decided against
it in the following short films. He wanted Krtek to be understood by audiences all around the world.

For this reason, Krtek and other animal characters did not use
words to communicate, except for the occasional “ahoj”
(“hello” in Czech). Instead, the cartoon animals displayed a
range of sounds consisting mostly of giggles or non-figurative
exclamations. Another important feature of the cartoons was
the music. Created by the Czech composer Vadim Petrov, the
music was composed specifically to support the storytelling
element of the cartoons that lacked speech.

A uniting theme of the cartoons was the curiosity with which
Krtek approached the world around him, seeking to educate
the children on various topics. Some episodes dealt with serious topics like the protection of the environment in the face of
technological progress. The episode “Krtek ve městě” (“Krtek
in the City”) portrayed the construction of a modern metropo-
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lis by the destruction of the local ecosystems from the perspective of Krtek and his animal friends.

Krtek Gains Popularity
Soon after its first release, Krtek was an instant hit. The first
short film received two Golden Lions at the 1957 Venice Film
Festival. Then, six years after the festival in Venice, the next
cartoon was created called “Krtek a autíčko” (“Krtek and a
Car”). Following the first film’s success, the cartoon gained
increasing popularity all over the world.

Over nearly five decades, Krtek has starred in over 50 short,
animated films for children. He is shown around the world
and is especially popular in Germany and Japan. In 1998, an
asteroid orbiting the sun in the belt between Jupiter and Mars
was named after him.

How Krtek Got Sold to China
Following the fall of communism, Krtek proved to be a valuable trademark. Following Miler’s death, however, a legal battle emerged between relatives over the rights to the little mole.

In 2014, Miler’s granddaughter signed an agreement with the
Chinese television CCTV to shoot new episodes of the cartoon. In 2019, the High Court in Prague ruled that she does
not hold the rights to the license, putting an end to the longrunning legal dispute.

Krtek: The Mole, The Myth, The Legend

While the new episodes of the Czech-Chinese production
called “Krtek and Panda” have sparked controversies in the
Czech Republic, fans of the original Krtek aren’t phased about
the new Chinese production, which is now made in a lower
quality and is highly politicized. Instead, what is crystal clear
is that Miler managed to strike a timeless chord with Krtek’s
original design, which has kept its popularity across different
cultures and generations for more than six decades.

Like us on Facebook

Voda, Matej. “The mole, the myth, the legend: The story of
Krtek.” Kafkadesk. 3 Aug 2020. Web. 22 Jan 2022.
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Commemorating the Creator of Krtek, Zdeněk Miler

This month, we commemorate 101 years
since the birth of Zdeněk Miler, an
important Czech artist and author of one
of the most famous Czech animated
characters, the Little Mole (in Czech:
Krtek or Krteček).
Zdeněk Miler was born on February
21, 1921 in Kladno. He began his artistic activity in the Zlín film studios, and
from there in 1945 he went to work in
the Barrandov studio, “Brothers in a Tshirt,” where he worked under the direction of Jiří Trnka.
His first solo work was the animated
story, “About a Millionaire Who Stole

the Sun,” based on a theme from the
work of Jiří Wolker. Miler became most
famous for the Krtek animated series,
which gradually gained great popularity.
This animated series contains no spoken language, with the exception of the
first show entitled, “How the Mole Got
His Trousers.” It tells the story of how
Krtek got animals with different
skillsets to join forces to make a pair of
pants from scratch. This little film had
its premiere at the Venice Film Festival
in 1957 where it won two Golden Lions.
Krteček and his little friends only
make sounds and interjections, which
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were actually the voice recordings of
Miler’s two young daughters, Kateřina
and Barbora. Zdeněk Miler also expanded his rich artistic activity with illustrations of children’s books. He illustrated,
among other things, Petišek’s
“Grandfather’s Fairytale.”
Zdeněk Miler died at the age of 90 in
2011, in the sanatorium of Nová Ves pod
Pleší. You can pay a visit to his grave at
the Vyšehrad cemetery in Prague. There
is also a commemorative plaque on his
family home in Kladno, with Krtek, of
course.
“When I draw Krtek, I am drawing
myself,” Zdenek Miler once said. “What
I mean is that, Krtek is the ideal that
should be me, but I can’t meet that
ideal.”
Additionally, it is to be noted that the
creation of Krtek allowed Miler to
become a successful businessman. It is
estimated that Miler made about CZK
200 million (over $9.3 million USD)
and the Krtek continues to bring millions in revenue every year.
“The Creator of the Famous “Krtek”
(Little Mole) Was Born 100 Years Ago.”
Prague Morning. 21 Feb 2021. Web. 12
Jan 2022.

Krtek Goes to Space!

In 2011, Zdeněk Miler (Krtek’s creator)
watched Andrew Feustel take a stuffed
Krtek toy on the Space Shuttle
Endeavour’s mission STS-134. Feustel,
an American astronaut, was introduced
to Krtek by his wife, Indira (pictured),
who has Czech roots. “The reason Krtek
was chosen was because he’s familiar to
so many generations here in the Czech
Republic, all over Europe, and the
whole world now. We hope that through
Krtek’s adventures in space, children
and youth will become interested in
math, science, and technology and will
grow those educational experiences
toward future careers in technology,”
says Feustel.

Upon announcing his plans for Krtek,
Feustel received a greeting card from
Miler, who also sent him a book based
on the 1965 episode “Krtek a raketa”
(Krtek and the Rocket). When he wrote
that episode, Miler never expected that
his Little Mole would actually make it
into space. The toy was altered to meet
NASA requirements, and Miler got to
watch the toy mole undergo tests to prepare for the exciting space journey.
This was the second time Andrew
Feustel took something—or someone—
Czech with him to space. On his first

mission, the astronaut had a book of
poems entitled “Cosmic Songs” by the
19th century Czech writer, Jan Neruda.
Though, it seems Krtek’s company was
much more enjoyable. Feustel states,
“Krtek looked out of the window a lot,
he got to brush his teeth, we fed him
some food, and he also tried on a space
suit.”

The astronaut actually took two Little
Moles with him to space, in fact, and he
gave one of them to the character’s creator, Zdeněk Miler, when he returned.
The other, bigger one went on to “help”
Andrew Feustel in his next role as a cochair of a US Embassy-sponsored pro-

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com

ject called “Junior Ambassadors for
Science and Technology.”

Richter, Jan and Ondřej Bouda. “Krtek
tours Czech Republic after return from
space.” Český rozhlas. 2 Aug 2011.
Web. 19 Jan 2022.
“The History of Krtek (The Little
Mole).” Czech Center Museum
Houston. 23 Apr 2020. Web. 19 Jan
2022.
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25 Heart-Healthy Tips for Cooking and Eating

Certain foods can lower your risk of heart disease or help to
manage it, while other foods may increase your risk. So, in
celebration of American Heart Month this February, read on to
learn how you can start preparing heart-healthy meals.
Choose Healthier Types of Fat and Cooking Methods

• The most common cooking oils that contain more “betterfor-you” fats and less saturated fats include canola, corn,
olive, peanut, safflower, soybean, and sunflower.
• Use only small amounts of oils in recipes and for sautéing.
• Make your own salad dressings using heart-healthy oils.
• Blend mashed avocado into dips or use small amounts to add
flavor to dishes.
• Try different ways of cooking foods, such as baking, broiling, grilling, steaming, and poaching to add variety.

Tips for Cooking with Healthy Oils

• The healthier oils listed above are generally safe for most
home-cooking uses, including higher temperature cooking
such as stir-frying and pan frying. Deep-fat frying is not recommended.
• Any oil starts to degrade once it reaches its smoke point. So,
if you accidentally let your oil smoke or catch fire, get rid of it
and start over.
• If oil smells bad, don’t use it. When an oil is stored too long
it can become oxidized or rancid. It will have a distinct smell,
and you should get rid of it.
• Don’t reuse or reheat any cooking oil.
• Buy cooking oils in smaller containers to avoid waste and
store them in a dark, cool place to keep them fresh longer.
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Eat Foods Containing Omega-3 Fatty Acids

• Add walnuts to cereal, salads, or muffins. Try walnut oil in
salad dressings, too.
• Eat two 4-ounce portions of fatty fish each week, such as
salmon, lake trout, canned light tuna (in water), mackerel, and
sardines.
• Some chickens are given feed that is high in omega-3s so
their eggs will contain more as well. When buying eggs, check
the package label.
Include Dietary Fiber

• Include plant-based foods as sources of protein, including
tempeh, beans, lentils, seeds, and nuts.
• Make half your plate fruits and vegetables at each meal.
• Opt for whole fruits and vegetables instead of fruit juices,
and don’t discard edible peels. Removing the peels on produce—such as apples and potatoes—lowers their fiber content. Just be sure to wash them before preparing or eating.
• Choose whole grains instead of refined grains whenever possible.
Limit Saturated Fat

• If you eat meat, select lean cuts of beef and pork, especially
cuts with “loin” or “round” in their name and drain the fat off
of cooked, ground meat.
• Cut back on processed meats high in saturated fat, such as
hot dogs, salami, and bacon.
• When you make a stew or soup, refrigerate leftovers and
skim off the fat with a spoon before reheating and serving.

25 Heart-Healthy Tips for Cooking and Eating

• Replace higher-fat cheeses with lower-fat options such as
reduced-fat feta and part-skim mozzarella.
• Thicken sauces with evaporated fat-free milk instead of
whole milk.
• Move toward using lower-fat milk and yogurt. Start with 2percent products, then move to 1-percent and finally to fatfree to adjust to the new taste.
• Choose skinless poultry or remove the skin before eating
chicken or turkey.
• Check the Nutrition Facts Label on food packaging for saturated fat content and to see if trans fat or partially hydrogenated oils are listed. Food manufacturers have removed trans fats
from their products, but some foods with longer shelf-life
dates such as cakes, cookies, crackers, pastries, pies, muffins,
and doughnuts may still contain them. These foods are also
sources of added sugars and should be limited for that reason,
as well.

sodium condiments to your food at the table, like soy sauce,
ketchup, pickles, and olives.
• When choosing canned foods, select “reduced-sodium” or
“no-salt-added” soups and vegetables.
• Check the Nutrition Facts Label for sodium and choose
products with lower sodium content.
• Season foods with herbs, spices, garlic, onions, peppers, and
lemon or lime juice to add flavor.

“Healthy Cooking Oils.” American Heart Association. 24 Apr
2018. Web. 22 Jan 2022.

Klemm, RDN, CD, LDN, Sarah. “25 Heart-Healthy Eating
Tips.” Eatright.org. 1 Feb 2021. Web. 22 Jan 2022.

Reduce Salt (Sodium)

• Prepare foods at home more often so you can control the
amount of salt in your meals.
• Use as little salt in cooking as possible. You can cut at least
half the salt from most recipes.
• Skip the table salt and be mindful when adding other higher-

Like us on Facebook
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Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com
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Lodge Happenings
Holiday Party and Delivery to Ronald McDonald
House
Lodge Laurel No. 452, StorrsMansfield, Connecticut – On
December 5 we held our Annual Youth
(from the age of 2 to 92) Christmas
Party. We started with a make-yourown sandwich luncheon with all the
condiments and many delicious desserts
baked by members. Then it was on to

creativity with several different crafts
available. Santa arrived, handing out
candy canes to everyone and gifts to our
youth.
We were so happy to be able to meet
in person and enjoy each others company. We held a brief meeting to tie up
end of the year activities. Members
brought donations for the Ronald
McDonald House Wish List and pop
tabs. Members also brought greeting
card fronts and medicine bottles to add
to our collections. The greeting card
fronts were mailed off to St. Jude’s
Ranch for Children in Boulder City,
Nevada. The medicine bottles were

Crafters at work

Santa arriving

Thank you and good-bye, Santa.

Grace and Eli finished their crafts.

Yummy desserts
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donated to the local chapter of Ecole
Agape, which aides a school and community in Haiti. The pop tabs and wish
list items were delivered to the Ronald
McDonald House of Connecticut in
New Haven. We were proud to donate
approximately $195 worth of items
(paper towels, tissues, disinfectant
items, laundry detergent, snacks, coffee
K-cups, gloves, masks, and a gift card)
to the House.
We wish everyone the best in the
new year!
Fraternally,
Marion Varga

Lodge Happenings
Welcome Layla Jo

Lodge Karel Jonas No. 279, Elberon, Iowa – Our lodge is
excited to welcome our newest member, Layla Jo Ledvina, the
daughter of Tyler and Kaitlin Ledvina and brother of Leon.
Her grandparents are Director Tom Ledvina and Loretta.
Layla was born on September 21, 2021.
Our lodge hopes that you had a happy holiday season and
we wish you a blessed new year.
Fraternally,
Loretta Ledvina

We’ll Get Through This!

Lodge Cleveland Chapter No. 219, Cleveland, Ohio –
Happy Valentine’s Day, everyone! I hope you all will have a
wonderful day!
Our January meeting was cancelled due to so many members having COVID and the fact that our library’s meeting
rooms are closed for the month due to the virus.
Our member Jan Russell and her husband, Rick, are new
first-time grandparents! Her son and daughter-in-law had a
baby boy recently. They are now in Florida, enjoying the sunshine for the winter months. Hopefully, we’ll have a picture
of their grandson in our next article. Congrats, everyone!
Freddie Shima continues to volunteer at the Cleveland
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Metropolitan Zoo, watching the newborn gorilla grow and
thrive.
Please, everyone, consider getting the vaccines. Then, if
you get COVID, it won’t be so bad. It seems that it’s
inevitable that most people will get the virus, before it burns
itself out.
Keep wearing masks, washing hands, and keep your distances. We’ll get through this.
Fraternally yours,
Judy (Sevcik) Genco
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Lodge Happenings
Getting Organized in 2022

Lodge Kruh Osvojenych Zen a Panu No. 121, Dillonvale,
Ohio – Our January organizational meeting was held after a
delicious lunch at Cracker Barrel in St. Clairsville, Ohio. We
were happy to welcome Elijah Lovell back with us as he was
finishing up his winter break from Ohio Northern University.
We started off the new year with a donation to the CSA
Scholarship Fund. We would like to encourage our youth
members who will be college-ready in the fall of 2022 to
apply for a CSA Scholarship. You can find the application on
the CSA website (csalife.com) by going to Forms > Member
Forms > Scholarship Program.
Discussion of the CSA Serves project took place. We will
be donating volunteer hours, money, and materials to our local
churches. We will also be making various donations throughout the year as needs arise. The Lovell Family started off the
year by volunteering to un-decorate the church sanctuary and
social hall at the Dillonvale Presbyterian Church. Both areas
were cleaned and sanitized. Chuck Ebright also checks on the
church regularly regarding scheduling necessary maintenance,
monitoring the fuel oil, and helping with the general upkeep.
We completed our schedule of 2022 meeting dates and
venue choices. Most of our lodge meetings will take place the
second Sunday of each month (with a few exceptions for holi-
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days and special occasions) at 1:00 p.m. All members are welcome and encouraged to attend the meetings! To verify the
dates and locations, please contact Mariann Ebright at (740)
733-8158 or Wendy Lovell at (740) 769-7511.
Next month, we will be finalizing plans for the Bowl-ORama. If you are an interested youth member, please fill out
the enclosed form in the Journal, or call Sister Ebright or
Sister Lovell at the phone numbers previously given and they
will help you get registered to bowl.
Although we are in the middle of winter, our youth members have been busy. Some of our adult members recently got
to help Christopher Ebright celebrate his fifteenth birthday.
Christopher continues to work hard in the gym as he completes weight training for fall football. Skyler Ebright is busy
working out in the gym as well. He is looking forward to an
exciting spring baseball season. Bailey Ebright was successful
in completing her EKG certification as part of her healthcare
training at Jefferson County Joint Vocational School. Along
with some of her classmates, she was featured in a local newspaper article once again. Elijah Lovell finished his fall semester on the Dean’s List and has returned to Ohio Northern
University for the spring semester. We would like to let our
youth members know that we are proud of them and wish
them continued success in all their endeavors. Congratulations
to all of you!
We hope you enjoy a Happy Valentine’s Day! With
February being American Heart Month, remember to initiate
the necessary conversations with your doctor and schedule
any needed heart screenings. Your heart will thank you!
Remember to check on someone you love today.
With a hug for your heart,
Sister Wendy Kurtz Lovell

Lodge Happenings
So Much to Celebrate!
Lodge Sokol Plzen No. 434, Oak
Brook, Illinois – On January 9, our
lodge held a combination lodge meeting
and birthday party. We celebrated the
birthday of Mary Lou Jaros.
After conducting the meeting, we
congratulated our Vice President Frank
“Tyke” Francis on his retirement from
the Illinois Secretary of State’s office in
December. Frank has worked at the
Secretary of State’s office for many
years. He was in charge of the
Naperville, Lombard, and Melrose Park
offices for the last few years. Frank has
been with Jesse White for many years
and was one of his top men.
In late December, they held a retirement party for him at the Capri
Restaurant in Burr Ridge, Illinois. Jesse
White attended and gave Frank his own
license plate.
We then celebrated Mary Lou’s birthday. In addition to our lodge members,
many of Mary Lou’s family attended. A
good time was had by all, and as usual,

the food at Bohemian Crystal Restaurant
was great.
As for some member news, Stan and
Candy Papuga’s twin grandsons,
Zachary and Nathan, were on the 2021
Hinsdale Championship Little League
Baseball team. Both took home trophies.
Last June, Michael Bultas was a ring
bearer for his cousin David’s wedding.
He was the hit of the wedding party and
the wedding overall.
Fraternally,
Andy Bultas
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Lodge Happenings
Wishing You a Joyous 2022

Lodge Groveton No. 4, Groveton,
Pennsylvania – Happy New Year,
Brothers and Sisters! May this new year
bring you happiness, peace, and prosperity. We wish you all a joyous 2022!
Our lodge finished off 2021 the best
way we know how… with a Christmas
dinner and lots of charitable giving! One
of the charities included Racers for Tots,
which is an organization that purchases
new toys and bicycles for children in
need each holiday season. Lodge
President Terilyn Bichler took the time
to shop for new toys and organize our

donation for this wonderful cause! The
lodge also made charitable donations to
the following organizations: CSA
Scholarship Fund, St. Jude’s Hospital,
Red Cross, Salvation Army, and the
Groveton Fire Hall. We look forward to
another year of volunteerism!
The first meeting of 2022 started off
hot with a Soup Cook-Off! It was perfect timing, too, as Pittsburgh’s temperature dropped and we received our first
snowfall of the season! Six soups were
prepared by Terilyn Bichler, Patty
Yurkovich, Don Obeldobel, Barb
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Hinkle, Jean Placek, and Terry Placek.
Soups were tasted and judged by all
members at the meeting. Terry Placek
won first place for his wedding soup,
and Barb Hinkle won second place for
her vegetable soup! Thank you to everyone for making the soups or just being a
taste-taster!
Our February meeting was held at
the Groveton Fire Hall. We installed our
officers from the November elections.
We appreciate President Terilyn Bichler,
Vice President Chester Yurkovich,
Treasurer Terry Placek, Secretary and
Scribe Hunter Rae Yurkovich, and
Guide and Sentry Vince Shulin for continuing their service to our lodge. Patty
Yurkovich and Hunter Rae Yurkovich
were elected as Delegates for the 2022
Quadrennial Convention in Oak Brook,
Illinois. Lodge Groveton meetings will
be held on the first Wednesday of every
month at 7 p.m. at Groveton Fire Hall. If
anyone is interested in more information, please contact Terry Placek at:
tfpplace@verizon.net.
Happy Valentine’s Day! We hope
everyone stays warm and healthy during
these winter months!
Fraternally,
Sis. Hunter Rae Yurkovich

Lodge Happenings
Socializing Was Very Enjoyable

Lodge Century of Progress/Bila Hora
No. 231, Cicero, Illinois – Happy New
Year to all our sisters and brothers!
Here’s hoping that 2022 brings a new
horizon and the end of the pandemic—at
least a near-end. We can endure.
We did not have a formal meeting in
the month of December. Instead, we
met at the Bohemian Crystal Restaurant
in Westmont, Illinois where we enjoyed
being together socially and discussing
family and friends and our limited
(because of COVID) activities of 2021.
I, for one, have been busy arranging
fine art displays at the Des Plaines Elks
Club. They have been kind enough to
give me wall space to display the fine
art of not only their members, but also
of local artists in Des Plaines, as well as
surrounding villages, towns, and cities.
Artists belonging to the Elks, the various art leagues, and guilds have been
invited to submit four pieces of art for
display for a period of two months. It is
my responsibility to schedule their participation.
The Elks have a newsletter, in the
form of a Journal, published monthly in
which benevolence, volunteerism, and
other Elks activities are revealed and
discussed. It has been my honor to contribute to the newsletter in the form of a
news article about fine art, the artist, and
sometimes an historical discussion of
the art and its technique. Also, the artist
is asked about his or her intent. Each
piece of art is broken down and discussed, whether by technique or subject
matter. Photos of the artist and the displayed art are also included in the Elks’
article. I was fortunate enough to have
sold two paintings, thanks to my turn to
display. A few artists displaying their
paintings also have sold art as a result of
the Elks’ kindness to offer space for the
art.
My art has also been on display at
various venues in and around Des
Plaines. Recently, the Des Plaines Art
Guild in cooperation with the Des
Plaines History Center held an art reception at the History Center; the art was

Like us on Facebook

displayed on the walls of the Center for
a period of two months. Because of the
season, November and December, I
found it was appropriate to display my
painting of Winter’s Holly Berries (see
photo). To see more of my art, go to my

Facebook page, Elaine-TeeJay Tejcek
and check the photos. Again, a Happy,
Healthy New Year to you all!
Fraternally,
Elaine Tejcek

Members enjoying a meal at Bohemian Crystal Restaurant from left to right:
Loretta Paulus, Mary Lou Jirek, Elaine Tejcek (me), Ed Slavik, Dolores
Klejko, Nita Natkowski, Roberta Kulik, Ken Dvorsky, and Bob Kulik.
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Lodge Happenings
Christmas Stockings, Candy, and Toys

Lodge Yankee-Jungmann No. 77,
North Riverside, Illinois – Our
December meeting was held at the
Bohemian Crystal Restaurant. We had
13 adult members as well as Frankie and
Benny, the children of Frank and
Susanna Saballus. Our lodge gave them
Christmas stockings filled with candy
and toys.
After the meeting, we sat down to a
meal of breaded pork tenderloin,
smoked butt, and beef. The homemade
goulash soup smelled and tasted wonderful. Who can forget the apple strudel
and kolaches.
When everyone was done with dinner, we exchanged Christmas cards and
candy goodies among our group. We
even sang a few Christmas carols with
Frank Michalek playing his harmonica.
This put everyone in the Christmas spirit.
This time of the year can be icy, cold,
windy, and snowy so our January meeting will be via Zoom. Members are
happy they can stay in their warm
homes especially with the Omicron variant spreading.
Fraternally,
Mary Ellen Janda
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Lodge Happenings
Lodge Highlight: Annual Christmas Dinner

Lodge Mile-Hi Czechs No. 432,
Lakewood, Colorado – A recent lodge
highlight was a dinner at the Golden
Europe for our annual Christmas Party.
A dozen people enjoyed delicious food
at the crowded restaurant. There were
several take-outs due to the COVID situation, but we all had a good time. We
hope to have our annual meeting sometime in February when officers will be
installed by CSA President John
Kielczewski.
Some cheerful lodge news: Lodge
President Irma Farrell and her daughter,
Jenny, are going to a cousin’s wedding
in California and hope there are no airline cancellations! As usual, Mary Lou
Bennington is always the source of a
travel tale. In November she and her
Bob took a two-week car trip to Arizona

to share Thanksgiving dinner at relative
Tommy Strunc’s house. On the way,
they stopped at many scenic places such
as Moab, Sodona, and Tucson, visiting
Davis Monthan Air Force Base, which is
now an Air Force museum with thousands of planes, and Tubac, an old artist
colony. They loved the scenery, food,
warmth and being out on the open road.
I could not confirm with Beth Eagan but
hope they are on their long anticipated
Caribbean cruise.
I’m sure you all have heard the
national news about the horrific and
devastating fires that consumed 15
square miles, 1,000 homes, and many
businesses in Boulder County just west
of Denver. One brick church was left
standing. Every remaining structure has
smoke damage, including the schools.
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The 110 mile per hour winds roared
through the Flatiron Mountains spreading the fire at an unheard-of rate while
the fire fighters watched helplessly. The
source is still under investigation.
Donations from the entire country have
been pouring in to help the families that
are left with nothing. Our lodge contributed a donation to the relief effort.
Our thoughts and prayers are with all of
the victims. What a way to start the new
year.
Scribe,
Pat Kenning
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Scholarship Fund Report
December 10, 2021 - January 10, 2022

IN MEMORY OF DECEASED MEMBERS
Lodge R. T. Crane No. 007
Lodge Bellaire No. 310
Lodge Laurel No. 452
IN MEMORY OF BEVERLY EBENROTH
Lodge Woodrow Wilson No. 377
IN MEMORY OF NANCY PIPKIN AND
PATRICIA MACK
Lodge Brookfield No. 475

IN MEMORY OF ANNE FARRAR
Lodge Mile-Hi Czechs No. 432

TO CONTINUE CSA’s TRADITION OF
ASSISTING YOUNG MEMBERS IN
PURSUING THEIR HIGHER EDUCATION
Lodge Woodrow Wilson No. 377
John A. Janos
Lodge Golden Gate No. 252
Lodge Mile-Hi Czechs No. 432
Lodge Groveton No. 004
Lodge Laurel No. 452

Total Donations

Reunited with Family

Lodge Harrison/Hus/Garfield No.
378, Cicero, Illinois – Greetings to all
during this post-holiday time of year.
Hopefully your Christmas was a good
one. At the end of 2021, our lodge
worked on the Lodge Recognition
Program and made our yearly donation
of money and canned goods to the
Salvation Army and St. Barbara Food

Pantry. We discussed the 2022
Quadrennial Convention and have three
possible delegates who will be formally
elected next meeting.
For Christmas, I traveled to
Maryland so the Dvorsky family could
all be together for the first time in three
years. In the picture, we have Mike,
Pam, Keith, Kevin, Kyle, Krystin, and

$1,150.00

Uncle Ken. It was very good to see Kyle
and Krystin, whose wedding was missed
because of COVID. Also seen over the
holidays were the Schultz and Oskroba
families, who are all members of CSA.
Our next meeting will be on
February 7. The pandemic has forced us
to cancel all of our District Council No.
12 meetings and holiday outings. We
wish all a healthy 2022.
Fraternally,
Ken Dvorsky

Fraternal
Well
Wishes

Tony Genco
Lodge Cleveland Chapter
No. 219
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Lodge Happenings
Good News for 2022 – and Beyond

Lodge Woodrow Wilson No. 377, Brookfield, Illinois –
Congratulations to Ray Mentzer, who completed his program
to graduate with a Bachelor’s degree in Biology from the
College of Agricultural & Life Sciences at University of
Wisconsin - Madison. Ray was a high-achieving student, earn-

Congratulations to Ray!

ing a place on the Dean’s Honor List. With a long-time interest
in entomology, his degree was focused on Wildlife Ecology, in
which he now actively seeks to start his career. We join his
dad Cary, aunt Missy Dropka, and grandmother Mil Mentzer
in wishing Ray all the very best in his future!
Congratulations are overdue for Chris Laukant, who joined
Big Sky Fire Department in Montana, starting in August of
2021. Chris’ credentials as a firefighter and a paramedic were
put to good use in various roles for a number of years, but he
now has joined Big Sky in a career position as Firefighter
Paramedic – an achievement toward which he worked and
trained tirelessly. The delay in sharing this announcement was
in waiting for an accompanying photo, and I finally got one –
of the whole department! I’m so happy and excited to share
this news, and we all wish Chris a fulfilling and happy career
of service.
With respect to lodge activities in the near future, we will
do our best while navigating concerns about new strains of
COVID. Our over-arching goal continues to be the effort to
keep all of our members safe and healthy. I will do my best to
keep you updated here, but I also would like to add you to our
email list for more timely updates. If you are not already
receiving emails from me, please drop me a line so I can add
your e-contact info. Thanks, and stay well!
Fraternally,
Jean Hemzáček Laukant
hemzacek.j@gmail.com
630-915-9745

Proud and happy Firefighter Paramedic, Chris Laukant (front row, kneeling, second from the right).
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Lodge Happenings
Statue Raises More Questions

Lodge Washington No. 30, St. Louis,
Missouri – We have another interesting
find from the archives of the AmericanCzech Educational Center! Read on for
some background.
Karel Havlíček Borovský, was born
on October 31, 1821, Borová, Bohemia,
in the Austro-Hungarian Empire. He
was a Czech author and political journalist. He wrote many articles in favor
of constitutional reform and national
rights, mainly in his own publication,
Národní noviny (“National News”). He
was brought to court for his criticism of
the Habsburg regime twice, but in both
cases was found not guilty by a sympathetic jury of Czech commoners. His
magazine stopped publication in
January of 1850 but was soon followed
by another publication, Slovan. In
1851, he was arrested again, tried, found
guilty, and banished to Brixen in
Austria, where he continued to write and
produce some of his best works. When
he returned from Brixen in 1855, he
learned that his wife had died a few
days earlier. Most of his friends, afraid
of the political situation at that time,
stood aloof from him. Havlíček died of
tuberculosis in 1856 at the age of 35.
In 1911, a monument was raised to
Havlíček in Chicago by Czech residents

in Douglass Park. The bronze statue by
Joseph Strachovsky was cast by V.
Masek in Prague and shows Havlicek in
a revolutionary pose, dressed in a full
military uniform and a draped cape with
his outstretched arm motioning the
viewer to join him. The statue was
moved to Solidarity Drive near Adler
Planetarium in 1981. Some members
may recall that CSA was one of the
organizations spearheading the campaign to raise funds for the removal and
re-installation of the statue. Sokol KHB
in Ennis, Texas, is named for him.
Now the interesting part. We have a

copy of the statue, standing about 27”
high, in the same pose as the one in
Chicago. It’s in plaster, painted to
resemble bronze. It appears in photos of
the meeting room of our original
National Hall as early as 1940, but there
are no records to show where it came
from or how we got it. It seems that
every time we find another treasure in
the archives, it raises more questions!
Here’s hoping everyone’s new year is
off to a great start!
Fraternally,
Deborah Zeman

Do you know a CSA member who
deserves recognition?
Are they active in the community?

Do they volunteer often or donate
money to charitable organizations?

Send us their photo, a brief description of who they are and what they
do, and we will publish them in the
Journal.
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Claim
54404
54413
54426
54432
54400
54395
54409
54407
54416
54405
54414
54398
54403
54422
54401
54408
54431
54415
54423
54434
54427
54433
54430
54396
54397
54418
54424
54421
54429
54410
54419
54425

Name
Lena Sprewer
Susan D. Sullivan
Walter M. Wlodek
Elizabeth Gaston
Betty J. Rose
Barbara Wray
John W. Perez
Linda M. Young
Evelyn Malec
Robert J. Pesout
Judith Schopmeier
Richard R. Hlavacek
Flora M. Mikulec
Jarmila A. Hlavaty
Olga G. Becker
Robert L. Priest
Robert H. Sika
Ann J. Danek
Milan T. Stasa
Kathleen A. Litchfield
Blanche H. Sineath
Patricia Foster
Pauline Sobotka
Rose K. Mason
Henrietta Cernik
Mary A. Scott
Gerald Jackson
Karl P. Warren
Arthur Sacha
Mary E. Reves
Annette Myles
June J. Anson

Lodge
13
77
77
91
121
137
137
170
170
211
211
214
277
366
378
408
408
411
411
411
419
419
422
428
432
448
448
450
458
481
484
484

On January 1, 2022, at 84, Glade
Emery Cook Sr. left this world with his

In Memoriam

Location
MILWAUKEE, WI
LOCKPORT, IL
DOWNERS GROVE, IL
CHICAGO, IL
DILLONVALE, OH
CEDAR RAPIDS, IA
CEDAR RAPIDS, IA
CHICAGO, IL
BROOKFIELD, IL
WALTON, NY
BOYNTON BEACH, FL
MIDLAND, MI
DALLAS, TX
LANSING, MI
ANTIOCH, IL
ST. LOUIS, MI
TRAVERSE CITY, MI
CHESANING, MI
OWOSSO, MI
PORTLAND, MI
WESTCHESTER, PA
NOBLESVILLE, IN
W. CORNWALL, CT
PASADENA, MD
DENVER, CO
ROCHESTER, NY
ROCHESTER, NY
ILION, NY
MISSION HILLS, CA
PLAINFIELD, NJ
STONE HARBOR, NJ
NEWARK, DE

In Memoriam

Date of Death
11/03/21
12/16/21
12/15/21
01/06/22
11/30/21
06/11/21
11/17/21
11/24/21
12/13/21
11/22/21
09/13/20
11/27/21
10/27/16
12/03/21
12/24/21
11/24/21
11/29/21
12/11/21
12/14/21
12/24/21
08/16/21
11/25/21
11/06/20
06/03/20
11/17/21
11/14/21
12/08/21
01/29/21
11/26/21
12/10/21
12/31/21
10/08/21

loving wife Candace Cook by his side.
He was a long-time CSA Sales Agent
and a member of Lodge Empire State
No. 448. Glade was born in Madison,
Wisconsin on January 27, 1937 to the
late parents Vitalia (Pesko) CookShannon and Carl Cook. In addition to
his parents, he is predeceased by his siblings Rochelle Martin and Vincent
Cook. He is survived by his siblings
Donald Cook, Tim Cook, Gary Cook,
Kathy Shannon Hall, and Patricia
Shannon Gay. Glade leaves behind his
four sons from a union with the late
Angela DePhillips Cook, as well as his
sons’ wives. They include Glade Jr. and
Jean, Scott and Gina, Brett and Kerri,
and Craig and Melissa, in addition to
eight loving grandchildren.
Glade was educated at Hamilton
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Age
77
64
81
76
91
83
80
74
93
69
83
89
83
98
94
83
88
90
84
77
98
84
92
100
91
72
73
78
86
80
96
82

High School followed by MVCC. He
then laid down roots in Marcy, New
York where he lived with his wife
Candace to whom he was married to on
July 2, 1977. During their marriage,
they loved traveling together and would
frequent Jamaica in their early years.
Recently, they have been spending winters in Fort Myers Beach, Florida as
snowbirds and have made many friends
along the way.
Glade accomplished many things
during his time as a financial advisor
and life insurance salesman. He was the
youngest person at the time to achieve
the Million Dollar Round Table, and at
age 65 he qualified for Top of the Table.
In his spare time, he enjoyed time with
his family, watching western movies,
and telling stories.

In Memoriam

Sis. Ann June Danek of Lodge Central
Star No. 411 passed away on December
11, 2021 at 90 years old. Ann was born
on September 20, 1931 to George and
Marie (Marek) Zalesak in St. Johns. She
graduated from Ovid High School with
the class of 1948. Ann married Edward
Danek on October 25, 1952; they celebrated 32 years of marriage before he
predeceased her in January 1985.
Ann worked as a secretary for
Universal Electric for over 40 years.
During her life, Ann loved polka dancing and polka music. She enjoyed
sewing and hosting gatherings and parties. Most of all, Ann loved her family
and was always there for her children

and grandchildren. Ann was also a
member of the VFW Auxiliary for many
years.
Ann is survived by her children, Jean
(Bill) Graham and Ed (Linda) Danek Jr.;
her grandchildren, Michael Bacon,
Allyson Graham, and David Graham;
her great-grandchildren, Cierra Bacon
and Hillary Bacon; her siblings, Helen
Kalisek, Lillian (Frank) Kiszka,
Rosemary (Richard) Villegas; sister-inlaw, Bonna Zalesak; and many nieces
and nephews.

School, then attended Wright College.
She moved to Denver with her parents
and sister Olga in 1951. She attended
the University of Denver and on weekends went square dancing at the YMCA.
There she met her husband, Russ Farrar.
They were married on March 21, 1953.
They had two children, Janet born in
May 1954 and Russell in May 1955.
Anne started student teaching at
Barnum Elementary School and graduated from the University of Denver in
1953. She taught kindergarten for 29
years. After retirement she became a
substitute teacher for over 20 years.
Anne and Russ loved to travel. When
Janet and Russell were young, the family traveled to Western National Parks,
the 1962 World’s Fair in Seattle, and the
1965 World’s Fair in New York. Over
the years, Russ and Anne explored all
seven continents. Anne had relatives in
Slovakia and the Czech Republic that

they visited.
Anne and Russ were wonderful hosts
to foreign students attending the School
of Mines, Fulbright students, Slovak
fencing team, AFS students, and the
Czech Youth Choir.
Anne was a member of Lodge Mile
Hi Czechs No. 432 for 68 years. She
and Russ helped organized and work at
lodge events, festivals, pork dinners,
Christmas parties, picnic in the
Colorado mountains, CSA Get-Together
in Denver, and other events. She was a
member of the Slovak Society of
Colorado and helped the lodge at
Colorado Folk Art Council events. Anne
was a faithful lodge officer.
She was preceded in death by her
parents, husband Russ, son Russell, and
sister Olga Melcher. She is survived by
her daughter Janet Farrar and granddaughter Anna Farrar-Helm.

Dolores Rosemary Faltynek, a lifelong
member of Lodge Woodrow Wilson No.
377, passed away on August 19, 2021 in
Lindenhurst, Illinois at age 95. She was
born on July 26, 1926 in Chicago, the
only child of Albert and May Koller.
She married Robert S. Faltynek on
December 8, 1945, a union that spanned
over 55 years until Robert’s death in
March 2000. Their two sons Robert and
Ronald, their partners Connie and
Christiane, one grandson Andrew, and
one great-grandson Justice survive and
mourn her passing. Her granddaughter

Sis. Anne Farrar of Lodge Mile Hi
Czechs No. 432 passed away on
December 7, 2021, in Lakewood,
Colorado. She was born in Chicago,
Illinois on December 23, 1932, to parents Miro and Katherine Salva, who
immigrated from Slovakia.
Anne graduated from Steinmetz High
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Heather died later in 2021.
For two thirds of her life, she resided
in Chicago before spending the last third
in Antioch, Illinois. Lodge Woodrow
Wilson No. 377 was an important part
of her life, especially during the
Chicago years. She was an enthusiastic
member of the Degree Staff, taking part
in many lodge officer installations at
CSPS Hall on South Honore Street. She
will be missed by family and friends.
Sbohem nejdražší maminka!
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In Memoriam

Bro. Nicholas Daniel Newman of Lodge Central Star No.
411 passed away on Septemeber 21, 2021 at 34 years old. He
was born on December 22, 1986 in Owosso, Michigan to Dan
and Cindy Newman. He attended school in Chesaning where
he wrestled, played football, and was a member of the
National Honor Society. After high school, Nick graduated
from Northwood University with a degree in Sports
Marketing and Management. Nick started his career with the
Detroit Tigers in 2011, then worked for the Columbus Blue
Jackets for five years, and finally settled back in Detroit
where he worked at Little Caesars Arena as the Director of
Operations for Delaware North.
Nick had many passions including University of Michigan
football, golf, bourbon, cigars, his dog Bo (named after Bo
Schembechler), Higgins Lake, music, movies, and frequently
referencing TV “one liners” (namely from “The Office”).
Another great passion of Nick’s was his love of history, which
made him quite a contestant when he played his wife Jillian in
“couch Jeopardy.” He will be sorely missed for many things,
but mainly his sweetheart nature, big personality, sense of
humor, and even bigger laugh. Of all the passions he had,
Nick had no greater passion than for his wife, family, and
friends (he never met a stranger).
Nick was the loving husband of Jillian (nee Karlik) for
three years and “Dog Dad” of Bo. He was the beloved son of
Dan and Cindy Newman; devoted brother of Stephanie
Newman; cherished grandson of Gene and Elaine Torn; caring
son-in-law of Marybeth Karlik (the late Bob); brother-in-law
of Rob Karlik (Andrea); and uncle of Avery and Benjamin. He
is also survived by several uncles, aunts, cousins, co-workers,
associates, and many friends.
Bro. Milan Thomas Stasa of Lodge Central Star No. 411
passed away on December 14, 2021 at age 84 in Owosso,
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Michigan. Milan was born on September 21, 1937 in New
Lothrop and was the son of Henry and Agnes (Duda) Stasa.
He attended Chesaning High School through 11th grade
and graduated from Owosso High School, class of 1956. He
proudly served in the United States Navy from 1956-1960,
and served an additional two years in the Naval Reserves.
Milan then went on to Pipe Fitter Apprentice School for four
years.
Milan married Linda Dianne John at St. Paul Catholic
Church on January 20, 1962. They made their home in
Owosso where they raised their family and still currently
reside. Milan was employed through the years at Kroger,
Universal Electric, and retired from General Motors V-8 Plant
after 32 years of service.
Milan enjoyed being a lifelong member of the Shiawassee
Conservation Association. He was an avid pike fisherman and
hunter and spent over 60 years enjoying these sports at his
family’s property at Hubbard Lake, Michigan. Among many
things, Milan enjoyed traveling with family and friends, playing the polkas on his accordion, and Euchre nights with his
card club friends. He took pride throughout his life watching
his children and grandchildren at many sporting events and
extracurricular activities.
Milan is survived by his wife, Dianne, of nearly 60 years,
sons Daniel (Anne) Stasa and Michael Stasa; daughter Heidi
(Donald) Jacks; grandchildren Caitlin (Mathew) Norton,
Timothy (Rachel) Stasa, Thomas (Kimberly) Stasa, Mary
Stasa, Brady Stasa, Darren (Sarah) Jacks, and Austin (fiancé
Mercedes) Jacks; great grandchildren Charlotte and Abigail
Norton; and other loving family and friends. He was predeceased by his parents, Henry and Agnes, brothers Henry Stasa
and John Kovarcik, and a son, Thomas.

Lodge Happenings
“There May be Ghosts...”

Lodge R.T. Crane Jr. No. 7, Berwyn, Illinois –
Temperatures have been cold and the streets and sidewalks
have been icy in the suburbs of Chicago this winter which has
made staying home and “Zooming” in to virtual lodge meetings not so bad lately. We all look forward to easier times but
have felt more comfortable gathering virtually again these
days. We hope all of our CSA members are staying safe and
healthy as well.
We are proud of lodge member Diana Peters, cousin of the
Wilt family, whose feature directorial debut “There May Be
Ghosts: A Mockumentary” made its world premiere in
October 2021! The film premiered at Classic Cinemas York
Theatre in Elmhurst, Illinois on October 28 after over four
years in the making. Diana wrote, produced, edited, and
starred in the mockumentary, which has been referred to as
“horrendously funny”. “There May Be Ghosts: A
Mockumentary” was recently accepted to the Alvsbyn Film
Festival in Sweden and hopefully many more festivals to
come! Congratulations, Diana!
Fraternally,
Alix Fron
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Just Kids
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Make Your Way Through the

Maze

Just
Kids
Send Just Kids your stories, riddles, etc.
Mail: Just Kids, c/o the CSA Journal,
P.O. Box 249, Lombard, IL 60148
Email to: CSAJournalEditor@gmail.com

Czech to English

Thanks to Brian Drozd, member of CSA Lodge YankeeJungmann No. 77, for creating this month’s Februarythemed Word Search Puzzle!

Like us on Facebook

ùnor............................................................February (Ù-nor)
Krtek................................................................mole (kr-tek)
přátelé / kamarádi...............friends (přá-te-lé / ka-ma-rá-di)
myš.............................................................the mouse (myš)
králičí / zajíček.....................the rabbit (krá-li-čí / zaj-í-ček)
žába..............................................................the frog (žá-ba)
ježek...................................................the hedgehog (je-žek)
podzemní domov....................................underground home
(pod-zem-ní do-mov)
Štastného Valentýna.........................Happy Valentine’s Day
(Štast-né-ho Val-en-tý-na)
Nezapomeňte na květiny a čokoládu!...........................
Don’t forget the flowers and chocolates!
(nez-a-pom-eň-te na kvě-ti-ny a čo-ko-lá-du)
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BOWL-O-RAMA
MONTH

Many lodges or districts hold group events with scorekeepers and
refreshments, but any eligible member can compete regardless if
you live far from a lodge. The only requirement is that the child
bowls three (3) games under the supervision of an adult who can
verify the scores.

Eligibility: 5 – 17 year olds

Guests are welcome to attend. All bowlers receive a souvenir
from the event, but only CSA members are eligible for prizes
for their scores. Each participant competes against members
of the same gender and age group. This is a scratch tournament.

APPLICATION FOR ENTRY IN THE CSA BOWL-O-RAMA
Bowler’s Name

Date of Birth

/

/

Email Address
Bowler’s Address
City

State

Lodge Name

Zip
Lodge No.

Phone No.

Alternative Phone No.

Check one box:  Boy
Bowling with:

 Lodge

 Girl

Needs bumpers?

 Yes

 No

 District

 Independently

CSA Fraternal Life
2050 Finley Road, Suite 70
Attn: Fraternal Department
Lombard, IL 60148

Age Groups (age as of event)
Ages 5-7
Ages 8-11
Ages 12-14
Ages 15-17

Division 1*
Division 2
Division 3
Division 4

*Division 1 bowlers need only bowl 2 games

Submit bowling scores to the CSA Home Office by: May 31, 2022
For more information, email alovell@csalife.com or call (800) LIFE-CSA.

CSABORAD12142021

Return completed form by March 20, 2022 to:

