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Preparing for the Big Event!
Brothers and Sisters,

Here we are in June. Depending on
when you’re reading this, it’s less than
two months until the 42nd CSA
Fraternal
Life
Quadrennial
Convention. As is our tradition, the
Convention will be held in the
Chicago area, specifically in Oak
Brook, Illinois this year.

Over the last few months, our Lodges,
Regions, and District Councils have
been busy electing Delegates. In
addition, both the CSA Board of
Directors, as well as our Home Office
staff, have been busy preparing for the
event.

Like us on Facebook

One of the things that makes
Fraternals great is the active membership that, among other things, has the
privilege of reviewing Bylaws,
reviewing Officer Reports, and electing the leadership of CSA. This, of
course, is the business of the Society
that takes place every four years.
Needless to say, we’re very much
looking forward to seeing all of the
delegates and guests who will make
the voyage to Oak Brook in August.
Safe travels!

And, of course, piggy backed with our
Convention, as always, is our Annual
Get-Together that is being put on by
District Council No. 12. This year,
the timing of the Convention and GetTogether are a little different than
what we’ve done in the past. This
year, our Convention will be a oneday event on Thursday, August 4, with
our Get-Together following on the traditional GTG days of Friday – Sunday
(August 5, 6, and 7). As you may
know, in years passed, we had our
Convention after the GTG.

John J. Kielczewski
President

Needless to say, things are hopping
around here. Looking forward to seeing all of the delegates here in the
Chicago area soon. Until next
month…
Fraternally,
John J. Kielczewski, CLU, FLMI
President
CSA Fraternal Life
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Today’s Fraternal
Seeking Miss CSA Contestants!
Greetings All,

We are just two short months away from
the Convention and Get-Together. I am
excited to attend my first Get-Together.
There is so much preparation underway.
I am truly thrilled to be part of the planning process.

It has been challenging this year to get
contestants for the Miss CSA Contest.
The challenge has made me appreciate
this year’s Miss CSA, Emily Nejdl, even
more. Emily has been eager to attend
festivals and lodge meetings. Her
dependability is admirable as she always
submits her articles on time. There is
still time to sign up to participate in the
Miss CSA contest. This Get-Together
favorite features contestants giving pre-

sentations on subjects of their choosing
and then answering questions from
judges pertaining to several topics to
include lifestyle, hobbies, and future
goals. If you are interested in running
for Miss CSA, please contact me at
kdeegan@csalife.com.
I met with the Fraternal Committee for
the first time last month. I will admit I
was apprehensive at first, but the meeting went well. The purpose of the committee is to oversee, approve, and discuss current and future fraternal programs. As I develop new programs, I
look forward to interacting with the
committee. If you have any fresh fraternal ideas that you would like to share,
please feel free to contact me or the
Director who represents your Lodge.

Miss CSA Contest

August 2022, Oak Brook, Illinois

I hope you enjoy the articles about
World Environment Day in this issue of
the Journal. If your lodge had any activities pertaining to this day, please share
your photos. We will post them on
Facebook.
In closing, Happy Father’s Day to all the
dads and grandfathers!
Fraternally,
Kelly Deegan
Fraternal Programs Manager
Lodge DuPage Pioneers No. 409

See Details on
Back Cover
Please send lodge articles to:

csajournaleditor@gmail.com by the 12th of the month prior.
(You will receive a confirmation email.)
Please address all Fraternal inquiries to:
Kelly Deegan at kdeegan@csalife.com
1.800.543.3272 x 4307

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com
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Message from the Secretary

Let’s Get the Bowling Congress
Going Again

Greetings Brothers and Sisters,

and any ideas you may have.

Thanks to Lodge Pingree for the wonderful time Heather and I were shown
during the recent bowling tournament
in Michigan. It was great to participate
with a lodge as they were coming out
of their COVID shell. Hopefully,
Heather and I will be able to practice
our bowling more often, so that we are
better the next time we join in the fun.
For all the avid bowlers out there, Jeff
Teichman has been working to get the
Bowling Congress going again. I
would encourage you to contact Jeff
directly to discuss your remembrances

As we get closer to the Convention
and Get-Together, check out our
Facebook page for updates. The committees are busy planning the
Convention meetings, the Convention
dinner, and the traditional GetTogether events. We look forward to
sailing on Lake Michigan on the Tall
Ship Windy on August 6 with all the
Get-Together attendees. Everyone
looks forward to learning who wins
Fraternalist of the Year and the Kropik
Scholarship.

This month’s Journal includes articles
about World Environment Day. This
year’s theme is Only One Earth. This
day has been recognized by members
of the United Nations since 1974 and
promotes activities to improve our
environment. I’m sure that each of our
communities could use some improvement. If your lodge has activities
planned around the theme, please send
us your pictures and articles.

We are just two months away from the
2022 Convention and Get-Together.
I’m sure everyone has been busy with
the usual activities at the beginning of
the summer months. June has us celebrating Father’s Day and Flag Day.
We should also take a moment to
remember the Czech people who lost
their lives in Lidice on June 10, 1942.
As you plan your activities for the
upcoming months, I hope you include
the Convention and the Get-Together.

Ukrainian Relief Fund

Matthew Koski
Executive Secretary/COO/CRO

Enjoy your early summer months and
celebrate the important men in your
lives. Happy Father’s Day!

Fraternally,
Matthew Koski
Executive Secretary/COO/CRO

The Ukrainian people are in the midst of a war, which is taking its toll on everyone around the world.

There is an organization in need of our support. Therefore, any donation made to the Ukrainian Youth Camping
Organization, Inc. or any other organization that is a 501(c)(3) making donations to this ‘disaster’ would qualify for a 50
percent match with the CSA Serves Program. Your lodge will earn a point for your donation (LRP Page 5, item #7.
Maximum two points, two separate donations. Maximum limit of $1,500.00 per lodge does apply.)

Please send your donation to the Home Office, Attention: Fraternal Department, so you are given credit and your lodge is
listed in the Journal. Please use the standard donation form that you would use when sending a donation to any organization, with the check made payable to:
Ukrainian Youth Camping Organization, Inc.
2118 W. Chicago Avenue
Chicago, IL 60622
Once your donation is received, we will process the matching funds and forward a copy to your lodge.
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Miss CSA
Exciting Month of Changes

Dobry Den Brothers and Sisters,
What an exciting month it has been!
May marks the end of the school semester! This semester went very well, and I
was able to get As and Bs in all of my
classes. One of the most interesting
classes I had this semester was IE 348,
which taught us about different manufacturing processes. For the final project, we were required to construct an
object and weld it together! My team
chose to create the Eiffel Tower. After
the pieces had been cut and ground
down, we ran out of lab time to weld the
pieces together, so I brought the project
home. Dad and I set everything up, and
while looking at the pieces, we realized
that some of them were very different
sizes. Luckily, Dad had much more
experience welding things than I did and
was able to tack the base together. We
were able to make the Eiffel Tower
stand by itself even with the unevenness
of its legs and, while it may not win any
awards for welding, I am very happy
with how it turned out and look forward
to using it as decoration in my new
apartment!
In addition to the semester winding
down and finals week, I have begun
moving into my new apartment for the
summer! It has been a very bittersweet
process. I loved my apartment in Ames,
and throughout the three years I’ve lived
there, I have made so many amazing
memories. I worked very hard to turn it
into a cute little home away from home,
so packing everything up has been sad,
but my apartment in Cedar Rapids is
fantastic. I can’t wait to decorate it and
make it into my own space! While the
summer will be full of change and new
experiences, I am so excited for the
opportunities yet to come!
This month also marks the annual
Bowl-o-Rama hosted by Lodge Prokop
Velky and organized by Dorothy Ditch
and Marj Nejdl! The Bowl-o-Rama has
always been one of my favorite lodge
events, so it was especially wonderful to
participate as Miss CSA! I had so much
fun, and I bowled a great game, if I do

Like us on Facebook

say so myself! I even beat my brother!
However, my favorite part of the event
was interacting with the children at the
event. It was wonderful to see so many
young children there, making memories
and involving themselves with CSA! In
fact, I think I met many future Miss
CSA contestants!
Overall, it has been a very eventful
and exciting month full of changes, but I
am excited for the possibilities and
opportunities this summer holds! I wish
you all the best as we enter the summer
months, and I hope you all get a chance
to enjoy the weather!
Fraternally,
Emily Nejdl
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Chicago Marriott Oak Brook
1401 West 22nd Street
Oak Brook, Illinois 60523
+1 630-573-8555
Tell them you are with CSA
Fraternal Life to receive the
special rate of $129 per night.
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Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com
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World Environment Day
#OnlyOneEarth
World Environment Day is the biggest
international day for the environment.
Led by the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) and held annually
since 1974, the event has grown to be
the largest global platform for environmental outreach, with millions of people
from across the world engaging to protect the planet.

Climate change, nature and biodiversity
loss, and pollution and waste – evidence
that Earth is “code red” is all around us
and growing more ominous every day.
At the same time, billions of people are
short of income, food, shelter, health
care, and education. Energy and food
crises on the heels of the COVID-19
pandemic and a spike in conflicts
around the world are further causes for
concern.
The way out of this dilemma is to trans-

form our economies and societies to
make them inclusive, fair, and more
connected with nature. We must shift
from harming the planet to healing it.
We must protect what we have and bring
back what we lost to advance to a better,
more sustainable future, where everyone
can thrive.

World Environment Day 2022 can help
accelerate this shift. This year’s campaign, #OnlyOneEarth, highlights the
need to reset the balance with nature
through transformative changes in how
we eat, live, work, and move around.

We can halt further biodiversity loss. We
can protect and revive degraded ecosystems. We can clean up our air, water,
and soil. We can repair our relationship
with nature, and we can still achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), agreed in 2015 by all countries

in the United Nations. But we need to
act now.

Humanity has come together before to
prevent environmental catastrophes,
mend the ozone layer, support vulnerable communities, restore millions of
hectares of land and marine ecosystems
protecting thousands of species, and ban
dangerous pollutants – saving countless
lives.

Let those victories be the torches that
ignite more action and illuminate the
path to a world in which we can live at
peace with nature.

In the universe are billions of galaxies,
In our galaxy are billions of planets,
But there is #OnlyOneEarth.
Let’s take care of it.

https://www.un.org/en/observances/environment-day

Actionable Environmental Impacts at Home
Swap common household devices to
curb your carbon footprint.

In every room of your home, you’ll likely find numerous devices, appliances
and fixtures that rely on the electric grid
for power. Collectively, they affect your
carbon footprint more than you may
realize. Converting to lower carbon
alternatives can help you be a better
steward for the environment while
reducing your reliance on electricity.

“As a father, husband, home builder, and
real estate agent, I think it’s important to
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make smart choices for a cleaner today
and greener tomorrow,” said Matt
Blashaw, residential contractor, licensed
real estate agent, and host of HGTV’s
“Build it Forward.” “We all want to be
good stewards of the Earth. I want people to think beyond planting a tree or
recycling. The time is right now to
choose a diverse, low-carbon energy
mix to power our homes and businesses.”

Consider these environmentally friendly
upgrades from Blashaw and the experts
at the Propane Education & Research

Council (PERC) to help decarbonize
Earth:

Smart Thermostats
Programmable thermostats and smart
plugs don’t conserve electricity on their
own, but they help you become more
aware of your energy consumption and
adapt your usage to avoid waste. The
introduction of programmable thermostats made it possible to adjust the
temperature in your home when you’re
not there or when you are sleeping.

Some smart thermostats take those
adjustments even further by learning
your household habits and adjusting the
temperature to accommodate your usage
patterns. You can also make adjustments
remotely, and some models allow you to
control specific zones or rooms independently so you’re only using the energy
you really need. When combined with
low-carbon, efficient HVAC units, smart
thermostats can help lessen the impact
on the planet.
Continued on page 11.

Actionable Environmental Impacts at Home
Motion Sensors
Like programmable thermostats and
smart plugs, motion sensors help manage your energy usage. Motion sensors
ensure you’re only drawing electricity to
illuminate a space when it’s in use or
when the light quality falls below a certain threshold. You may be in the habit
of turning on a switch when you enter a
room whether you need the extra light
or not. Relying on a sensor reduces the
waste associated with that routine and
helps ensure lights are turned off when
they may otherwise be forgotten in an
empty room.

Appliances
You may be surprised to learn the difference it can make to swap appliances for
a different energy source. According to
PERC, propane appliances are more
efficient and produce fewer greenhouse
gases than electric appliances. For
example, propane-powered clothes dryers generate up to 42% fewer greenhouse gas emissions compared to electric dryers. They also dry clothes faster
than electric dryers, and the moist heat

Like us on Facebook

is gentler on fabrics and can even help
relax wrinkles and static cling.

Similarly, propane-powered cooking
ranges generate up to 15% fewer greenhouse gas emissions compared to electric ranges while also allowing for
greater control of heat levels. In addition, their instant flame turnoff capabilities help them cool faster than electric
stoves, which can remain dangerously
hot after they have been turned off.

Energy-Efficient Windows
Nearly one-third of energy loss in your
home can be attributed to windows,
especially if they’re older or in poor
condition. Even windows in good condition can be a source of energy loss if
there’s only one pane of glass or you
have air leaks around the frame.
Upgrading to double- or triple-pane
windows can be costly but making more
cost-efficient improvements like caulking and weatherstripping can reduce
window-related energy loss. You can
also rely on window treatments such as
drapes or blinds, awnings, or plant vege-

tation that provide shade to help manage
how your windows contribute to your
energy needs.

Tankless Water Heaters
Traditional water heaters maintain a
tank of heated water at all times.
Heating and re-heating the same water
over and over is inefficient and wasteful. Conversely, tankless water heaters
warm water only when you need it, cutting your energy usage and saving you
money. Because it heats water whenever
you need it, you don’t have to worry
about running out of hot water. In addition, your water heater’s energy source
can produce even greater savings.
Switching from an electric storage water
heater to a propane-fueled tankless
water heater can prevent more than 1
ton of greenhouse gas emissions from
entering the atmosphere each year, the
same amount produced from driving a
car more than 3,000 miles, according to
PERC.

Continued on page 12.
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Actionable Environmental Impacts at Home

Continued from page 11.

Ceiling Fans
You may think of ceiling fans as design
elements and comfort features, but they
also play a role in your home’s energy
use. Moving air feels cooler than still
air, so not only does the circulation keep
the air feeling fresh, but you can also
keep your room temperature higher and
still feel cool and comfortable. Opting
for a smart ceiling fan can help you
maximize savings by scheduling the fan
to align with your normal routines rather
than wasting energy by circulating air
when you’re not using the room.

Solar Panels
Harnessing the sun’s energy is often
viewed as the ultimate use of renewable
energy, but it can be costly to install
enough panels to adequately power an
entire home. Many homeowners find
success in offsetting their traditional
energy consumption rather than replacing it completely. Implementing other
measures, such as installing propane

Focus on Food

appliances or updating windows, can
reduce the amount of energy needed
from the solar panels, making it a more
practical environmental option for your
household.

“The more diverse America’s energy
mix is, the more reliable it is,” Blashaw
said. “Propane can work alongside
renewable energy sources like on-site
solar power to create a more efficient,
clean and reliable energy mix for homes
across the country and help accelerate
decarbonization.”
Find more low-carbon solutions for your
home at Propane.com.

As an approved clean alternative fuel
under the Clean Air Act, propane is a
low-carbon energy source that produces
significantly fewer greenhouse gas
emissions than diesel, gasoline and electricity in a wide range of applications.
Because it reduces carbon emissions at
home, at work, on the road, and on the
farm, propane can help Americans meet
With the world’s population set to touch
9 billion by 2050, demand for food is
rising rapidly, adding to the pressure on
Earth’s natural resources. We can all
help reduce the negative impacts with
small changes in how we buy and consume food. A balanced, plant-based diet
is good for our health and for the planet.

BALANCE YOUR DIET –
A balanced diet is one that provides
energy and nutrients from several different food groups. Reduce foods that need
more natural resources, especially water,
to produce (meat uses more than plants),
or fruits and vegetables that aren’t in
season or are imported over long distances.

USE ALL YOUR FOOD –
Buy only the food you need and use it
all up – if you toss it, you are throwing
away your own money! Store food carefully to stop if from spoiling and compost any scraps and leftovers.
12 — www.csalife.com - JUNE 2022

their environmental goals equitably and
affordably. Consider these low-carbon
facts from PERC for your family:

Propane is a versatile alternative fuel
being used in nearly 12 million U.S.
households for residential uses like
home heating, fireplaces, water heaters,
cooktops and whole-home backup
power.
America’s farmers not only rely on
propane to power their homes but trust it
to operate their businesses, too. Propane
is used to irrigate fields, dry crops and
heat buildings.
Every day, 1.3 million children ride to
school in 22,000 propane school buses
across the country. Propane buses are
currently in 1,000 school districts in 48
states.

SOURCE:
Propane Education & Research Council

GROW YOUR OWN –
Growing your own food not only saves
you money. It also reduces the transport,
packaging, and waste of food. Nurturing
the plants in your yard or on your balcony can even improve your mental
well-being.
WASTE
Under a business-as-usual scenario,
annual plastic waste entering aquatic
ecosystems could nearly triple from 914 million tons in 2016 to 23-37 million
tons by 2040.

The total global economic cost of
marine plastic pollution on tourism,
fisheries and aquaculture is estimated to
have been $6-19 billion in 2018.

From 1950 to 2017, an estimated 9.2
billion tons of plastic was produced, 7
billion tons of which has become waste.
https://www.un.org/en/observances/environment-day

Upgrade Sustainability Practices by
Upcycling
Virtually everyone knows recycling
helps promote more sustainable living.
A lesser known but effective way to
keep materials out of the landfill is
upcycling.

When items get recycled, they’re generally broken down and the materials are
used to create other products. For example, glass can be melted to create new
glass containers, milk jugs can become
playground equipment, and discarded
newspapers are the basis of some kitty
litter.
Upcycling is a little different. With
upcycling, the material doesn’t change
form but is reinvented. One popular tact
is reinventing thrift store furniture finds
into new pieces, such as converting an
old trunk into a whimsical coffee table.

Upcycling can also be an effective and
affordable way for philanthropic organizations to achieve their missions. One
example is Help Heal Veterans (Heal
Vets), a nonprofit dedicated to serving
veterans and active-duty military by
supplying therapeutic craft kits. In honor
of Earth Day, the organization
announced it received and repurposed
more than 1 million pounds of upcycled
materials.

“Through upcycling, we are able to
responsibly utilize donated materials
that would have gone to landfills to
serve veterans who need our support,”
said Joe McClain, retired Navy captain
and CEO of Heal Vets.

ing jewelry, or another creative pieces.
While all kits help veterans focus on the
present and build self-worth and selfesteem, many are also customized to
focus on specific needs such as restoring
fine motor skills and concentration or
relieving depression and anxiety.

Upcycled materials, such as leather from
old airplane seats, make the kits possible. Together, Southwest Airlines, Arise
Foundation, and Duncan Aviation donated 335,000 pounds of leather from out-

Upcycling at Home

dated seat covers to support numerous
leather kit options, including wallets,
belts, footballs, and bracelets.

Other organizations providing source
materials include The Elks (more than 1
million square feet of tanned deer
skins), La-Z-Boy (469,500 pounds of
upholstery), American Woodmark
(112,400 pounds of cabinets), and
Magna (40,000 pounds of automobile
seats).

Make a commitment to sustainability with these upcycling ideas you can implement in your daily life:
Empty tissue boxes can be used to organize supplies, including pens, seasoning
packets, and more.

Instead of discarding an old shower curtain, save it to use as a drop cloth for messy
art projects with the kids.

Fit mate-less socks over your hand to use as dusting mitts or to collect and store
small pieces of games or other household items.
Cut the tops off two empty plastic bottles of the same circumference. Attach a zipper to the cut edges using hot glue or adhesive for fun art supply storage.

Add a backing with chalkboard paint to an old window or mirror frame for a stylish message board.

Learn more about the relationship between upcycling, sustainability, and supporting veterans at healvets.org.
SOURCE:
Help Heal Veterans

The organization repurposes leather,
cloth, and other materials to create therapeutic craft kits for veterans and activeduty military around the world.
Thousands of kits are shipped each
month to help with long-term support
and recovery for those impacted by
wounds of war.
Each kit is a complete project, such as
leatherworking, building models, mak-

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com
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Meet the Member
Member Receives
Promotion

Sis. Allison Paddock of Lodge Estlian No. 404 has been promoted to the rank of Major in the U.S. Air Force, following a
six-month deployment to Qatar. Major Paddock, a graduate of
the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, is currently stationed at Scott Air Force Base near O’Fallon, Illinois. She is
the daughter of Barbara Spencer and granddaughter of
Yarmilla Zaruba, also of Lodge Estlian.
Congratulations, Allison, and thank you for your service!

Do you know a CSA member who deserves
recognition?

Are they active in the community?

Do they volunteer often or donate money to
charitable organizations?

Send us their photo, a brief description of
who they are and what they do, and we will
publish them in the Journal.
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Meet the Member

Vladimir Vanek, Lodge Woodrow
Wilson No. 377, served in the Army
from 1952-54. He was drafted as an
Infantryman into the Korean War, after
attending Chicago-Kent College of Law
and serving as a Children’s Summer
Camp Director.
He completed his basic training in
Breckenridge, Kentucky and become a
member of the Foreign Weapons
Demonstration Team in Fort Bragg,
North Carolina. He processed many
name changes and transfers for GIs from
Fort Braff to gain American citizenship.
He was awarded the National Defense
Medal and the Good Conduct Medal.
After the service, he attended the
University of Illinois and graduated with
a management degree which served him
well. He worked for AT&T - Western
Electric for more than 30 years. He was
also President of the Rotary Club, Lions
Club, and Sokol Gymnastics, and was
elected Clerk of Proviso Township.
He and wife Lorraine have three
daughters and five grandchildren.
Vladimir was recently part of the
100th Honor Flight Chicago. See additional details on page 21.

Above: Vladimir’s wife Lorraine,
daughter Valerie, daughter Vicki and
her husband Pat, and daughter
Leane Jones waiting at Midway
Airport for the vets’ arrival.

Then...

Now... at age 91!

Bottom: Wayne Messer greeted the
vets at Midway Airport and led the
group in the National Anthem.

Like us on Facebook
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Meet the Member

Agnes Zaicek Zabik, Lodge Laurel
No. 452, Ashford, Connecticut, has been
a lifelong member of CSA. Agnes is a
first generation American on her mom’s
side. It was her mom who bought policies for her three children and who
knew the importance of honoring cultural traditions. Agnes grew up on the
family farm in Ashford, Connecticut.
Her family settled in Ashford after
Slovakian neighbors who immigrated
first told them about property for sale.
They had all come from the small village of Pernek, near Bratislava.
Three generations of the family,
which included the children, worked on
the farm. They raised 15,000 chickens,
about 30 head of dairy cattle, silage
corn, hay, and vegetables. So, hard
work was instilled in Agnes at an early
age. There was always plenty of work
to be done.
Agnes went to the University of
Connecticut and studied Biology, and
then did further studying to become a
clinical laboratory scientist at Hartford
16 — www.csalife.com - JUNE 2022

Hospital. Through the years, her specialty became Clinical Microbiology,
being registered with ASCP (American
Society for Clinical Pathology).
Recently, she retired after 30 years of
working in that same field.
Agnes stayed and helped on the farm
until she got married. She married
Joseph Zabik soon after finishing her
schooling at UCONN and Hartford
Hospital. Agnes and Joe would occasionally come over to the farm to help
her brother with the milking. There was
one instance when they were late in
coming to do the evening milking. The
cows were not waiting at the gate to
come into the barn. They had left and
wandered far across the pastures to the
other side of the farm. Joe had to coax
the herd back to the barn with a pail of
grain. Agnes saw Joe first, running
across the fields and through the stream,
with the bull chasing him, then all the
cows in tow!
Agnes did take some time off from
her career after her son Matthew was

born. Matthew was named after his
great-grandfather who first settled in
Ashford and started Lakeview Farm.
Eventually, the road on which the farm
is situated was named Zaicek Road,
after Matthew Zaicek. The word
“zaicek” means little rabbit or bunny in
Slovak.
Agnes’ son, Matthew, always enjoyed
visiting the farm. His grandmother,
Amalia, kept the Slovak traditions alive
and evident in her house. She had a
large collection of Pernek pottery, cut
glass crystal pieces, hand embroidered
linens, and dolls dressed in traditional
costumes (kroj). Being very artistic,
Amalia would love to hand paint eggs
for Easter. She also sewed Slovak costumes for Agnes and Matthew, which
they would wear when they performed
in the local Czechoslovak choral group.
Agnes and Joe continued to teach
Matthew about Slovakia as he was
growing up. In 2000, the family, including Amalia, visited Slovakia to meet the
relatives. This was a follow up trip to
Agnes’ first trip with her mom in 1995.
They stayed at the original family residence in Pernek, now owned by a
cousin. They were also fortunate to visit
the breathtaking Tatra Mountains and
many other very special sights throughout Slovakia. Agnes would love to go
back sometime soon.
Through these visits, Agnes continues her mom’s collections that are
proudly displayed in her house today.
Her other hobbies include gardening,
hiking, baking, and reading. Now that
she’s retired, she enjoys helping at the
local soup kitchen, at the town food
bank, and helping at her church. Agnes’
favorite ethnic food is kolache—poppyseed, walnut, and various fruit fillings.
She makes it with her sister-in-law and
with Lodge Laurel. Making kolache is
one activity that they do together as a
lodge for special occasions and
fundraisers.
Agnes’ motto to live by: Treat everyone kindly, be helpful, and don’t judge
others. And Lodge Laurel No. 452
agrees that she portrays all these characteristics at every meeting.

Lodge Happenings
Egg Demonstration at Czech Cultural Club

Lodge Washington No. 30, St. Louis,
Missouri – Jenny Zeman was the guest
speaker at the April meeting of the
Czech Cultural Club, demonstrating the
Easter egg decorating techniques she
uses. She showed the various steps for
the “batik” method so that everyone
could see what it takes to go from the
plain, raw egg all the way to the final,
multi-colored result. She also did a
quick sample of the “drop-pull” method
that her family has done for generations,
with paraffin and a single dye bath. It
was a very well-received presentation!
These sessions are always interesting
and informative, and all members in the
St. Louis area are encouraged to stop by
the ACEC on the first Saturday of the
month to enjoy the program, starting at
10:00 a.m.
Two visitors were at the event –
David and Maribeth (Michalek)
Wronkiewicz made the trip from Rolla,
Missouri, and it turned out we have an
interesting connection. Maribeth told us
that she danced with the kids’ groups in
the United Moravian Societies as a
youngster in Chicago, and she remembered several of her fellow dancers, who
are still active with UMS. Her former
dance partner, Joe Chalupa, was also my
singing partner for a few years. It was
nice to visit with her, and we hope she
and David will come back for future
events at the Center.
Our Lodge will be sending a goodsized delegation to this year’s GetTogether, and we are so excited at the
prospects of seeing our fellow CSA
members and friends from all over the
country. We’ve missed the fellowship
and fraternalism, and we can’t wait to
spend time with everyone again!
With a painting project happening at
the American-Czech Education Center,
our large collection of event posters had
to be taken down for safekeeping. What
great memories they conjured up –
dances, picnics, and dinners sponsored
by CSA lodges, Sokol St. Louis, and the
CSA Mixed Bowling League, along
with Get-Togethers and National Sports
Tournaments held here. The majority of

the posters were created by our dear
member, the late Bill Shana, whose
artistic talent resulted in program book
covers, placemats, and all kinds of signs
promoting our activities. Some of them
show pricing for food and admission.
Would you believe that we once charged
$2.50 for a sausage dinner?
Save the date: Our Czech Festival
returns on Saturday, October 22, at the

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com

American-Czech Education Center,
4690 Lansdowne Avenue in St. Louis.
It’s been a while since we were able to
host a big crowd for any kind of event,
and we’re all looking forward to seeing
old friends and new faces again. Our
first planning meeting will be held
shortly, and more details will come.
Fraternally,
Deborah Zeman
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Lodge Happenings
Ukrainian Relief Donation
Lodge Harrison/Hus/Garfield, No.
378, Cicero, Illinois – A cool wet
spring has hit the area but the flowers
are popping up and we can see our
lawns turning green. And, baseball
starts.
The April meeting was our
Installation of Officers and we invited
Matt Koski, Secretary/COO, to do that
honor, which was excellently done.

In March, the lodge donated $200
toward the Ukrainian Relief Project at
CSA. The upcoming Convention and
GTG was discussed with our delegates
so they will be aware of the dates and
hours of the meetings.
Matt had discussions with members
on annuities and answered specific
questions. Thank you, Matt.
At the May meeting, we discussed

our CSA Serves and other donations.
We received a thank-you from our
young member Stanley Sommers for the
Valentine gift.
Fraternally,
Ken Dvorsky

Lodge Paramount/Southgate No. 372,
Bedford, Ohio – Our meeting was held
on April 28 at the DTJ in Taborville,
Ohio on a 50-degree, on and off rainy
day, with seven members: Mary Ann
Toncar, Diane DiBianca, Donna Stepka,
Kris and Bruce Marek, Johnny Weiss,
and me.
Join Hands Day was on May 26 following our meeting. Those who had a
bucket and some rags brought them
along.
The Bus Trip will be on June 22 at
The Rivers Casino. We will meet before
8 a.m. at the Levin Furniture parking lot,
23100 Broadway Ave., 44146 Oakwood
Village, Ohio. The bus will leave at 8
a.m. and the fun will begin on the bus
with games, a Horse Race, snacks, and
beverages. The bus will leave the casino at 3:30 to return to Levin’s around 6
p.m. Tickets will be $40; the casino is
giving $20 for slot play and $5 towards

food. If you’d like to join us, call Diane
for tickets at (216) 392-9074.
Member Lou Sounik was thankful to
Mary Ann and her daughter Michelle
Wallette who visited three times with
food and to socialize as he hasn’t been
able to get to the meetings.
Thank A Driver gift cards were given
to delivery drivers: Eddie (pictured
below, left) and Trevor (pictured below,
right).
DTJ is hosting the following events:
Chicken & Duck Dinners on the fourth
Saturday of the month; Gymnastics
Exhibition on June 5; 99th Cesky Den
(Czech Day) on July 10, Cruise In- Cars
& Bikes, July 18 and August 15; 88th
Obzinky (Harvest Festival), August 14;
Annual DTJ Clambake, September 18;
“A Night at the Races”, October 8; Roll
Bakery pick up, November 20; and
Christmas Bread “Vanocka” pick up,
December 18. Go to:

https://www.dtjtaborville.com/events.htm

Many Upcoming Events

for more details.
Congrats to the 50/50 winners:
Diane, who won twice, and Donna.
Thank you, Mary Ann, for the
DiGiorno’s pizza, salad, and bread pudding for our snack. As always, all was
tasty.
Keep washing your hands, using
hand sanitizer, social distancing, and
wearing a mask. Also keep calling, texting, and, if allowed, visiting, or however you feel safe, to stay in touch with
your family and friends.
Our next meetings will be at the DTJ
at 10:30 on: June 22 (Bus Trip), new
date for District Picnic, July 21, August
25, September 22, October 27,
November 17, and December 15.
Come to a meeting, reconnect with
friends, and have a tasty snack.
Fraternally,
Annette Reichman

Fraternal
Well Wishes

Gary Lovell
Lodge Kruh Osvojenych Zen a Panu
No. 121

Delores Shinkarow
Lodge Kruh Osvojenych Zen a Panu
No. 121
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Lodge Happenings
Ukraine Donations and Bowling Event

Lodge Prokop Velky No. 137, Cedar
Rapids, Iowa – A few of our lodge
members - Rai Ann Stratton, Peg Zach,
Dorothy Ditch, and Marj Nejdl - took a
road trip to the Home Office to present a
$1,000 donation from Lodge No. 137 to
the Ukraine Fund. We send special
thanks for their personal donations, too.
We are all praying for the people of
Ukraine. While at the Home Office, we
also got to visit with a sister lodge that
was having their meeting. It was great
to meet some new faces.
On May 1, we held our bowling
event. We had quite a little group of
bowlers along with some older teens. I
was impressed with how well some of
the little ones bowled. There may be a
pro or two in our future. It was a great
pleasure to have Miss CSA Emily Nejdl
join us to bowl. After bowling, the kids
were treated to chicken and pizza at the
Pizza Ranch. Everyone had a great
time.
Saturday, May 7 was Join Hands
Day. We cleaned up at the Czech
National Cemetery. Thanks to those
who participated and brought rakes and
gloves. Refreshments were provided.
Hopefully, we’ll be able to enjoy
Spring with some warmer weather, less
rain, and less wind.
Fraternally yours,
Rai Ann Stratton

Like us on Facebook
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Lodge Happenings
Morel Mushrooms

Lodge Mile-Hi Czechs, No. 432,
Lakewood, Colorado – On May 5,
2022, Lodge Mile-Hi Czechs members
met at St. Bernadette Church in
Lakewood for our monthly meeting. In
one way, it seems strange to be meeting
in person. During the pandemic, we
shared a few Zoom meetings with
Marion Varga and Lodge Laurel members. We had lots of emails and phone
calls between members. COVID is still
here, but the levels are much lower, so
we can meet in person. We had eight
members in attendance.
The program was presented by Irma
Farrell on Morel mushrooms. Irma
Wolff suggested the lodge have a program about them. Irma went to work
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and produced lot of information to present to the group. It was highly informative. There are so many kinds of mushroom and, I for one, have no idea which
is which. John Payer took John Farrell
mushroom hunting in the Colorado
mountains. My dad used to pick them at
the Denver city dump, which is now
Ruby Hill Park. I wonder if there are
still mushroom there.
The lodge provided a pizza lunch for
those who attended. If you did not
attend, you missed a great lunch.
The lodge donated to the Home
Office for Ukraine Relief. It is hard to
watch TV and see the devastation and
loss of life in Ukraine. I hope our small
donation, combined with others to the
Home Office, will help.

May was the month we had a paper
shower for the Marisol Homes. Lodge
members brought paper products and
the lodge purchased more for them. It
was a wonderful way to help women
and children who need help and stay at
the home.
Lodge member Beth Egan lost her
husband Les Egan in April. Les enjoyed
coming to lodge events that served food
and fun.
We are looking forward to next
month’s program by retired member Dr.
Sandra Marsh Doe. She will present a
review of poetry books she has published and her many years teaching at
MSU.
Fraternally,
Maryellen Hruska Vialpando

Lodge Happenings
A Flight to Remember

Lodge Woodrow Wilson No. 377,
Brookfield, Illinois – Last month, you
heard about Vladimir Vanek’s imminent
adventure with Honor Flight Chicago,
and this month I can tell you (straight
from Laddie himself!) that it was a great
trip. A particularly special event, this
100th Chicago Honor Flight took place
on April 13. The flight carrying veterans, guardians, and medical crew
departed early morning and returned late
at night after visiting the WWII,
Lincoln, Korean, and Vietnam memorials in our nation’s capital. From ceremo-

Throwback salute to 1st Sgt.
Vladimir Vanek

Laddie with grandson Richard.

nial send-off to celebratory welcome
home, the group comprising three
WWII, 11 Korean War, and 102
Vietnam veterans was treated with welldeserved honor for their service to our
country. First Sgt. Vanek, a Korean veteran, was accompanied on the trip by his
grandson, Richard Jones, and greeted by
wife Lorraine with daughters Valerie,
Vicky, and Leane upon return – among a
large cheering crowd in Midway
Airport. Vlad told me that the entire
experience was very moving and memorable, and we’re so happy that he had
this opportunity! (See more photos in
the Meet the Member section on page
15.)

The weather is (too quickly!) getting
very warm. (So, whatever happened to
the concept of Spring weather?) We are
planning and hoping for some in-person
lodge gatherings this summer – whether
indoors or outdoors – and I hope that
you might be able to join us! If you have
any questions about our meetings or
events, please don’t hesitate to let me
know.
Wishing everyone good health and
sunny days!
Fraternally,
Jean Hemzáček Laukant
hemzacek.j@gmail.com
630-915-9745

Just a sampling of the welcome-back crowd; Vlad’s family is front and center!

'Freedom One' - a special plane for a special flight
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Lodge Happenings
Old Crows Take First Place

Lodge Cleveland Chapter No. 219,
Cleveland, Ohio – We finally have
warm weather in the Cleveland area! We
had 12 members attend our May meeting.
Many things were discussed and
done at this meeting. As a reminder,
District summer picnic will be on July
21 at noon at the DTJ facility.
Our June meeting will be at 11:30
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a.m. at the Fuji Grill restaurant on Snow
Road. This is our Mother/Father’s day
luncheon.
Also, our July meeting will be at the
Parma Snow Library instead of our
usual Parma Heights Library due to a
scheduling conflict.
We discussed the Lodge Recognition
Program and we are working to reach
our Platinum goals.
Bowling season is over and our own
Joan Sapp’s team, The Old Crows, have
won first place! Way to go, Joanie and
teammates! Our August bowling signup day is August 17 at noon.
We are putting in a half-page advertisement in the Get-Together booklet.
The Get-Together is August 5 through 7
in Oak Brook, Illinois. We hope many
can make it out there! Registration
information is in the Journal, see page
8.
After our lunch, we had the great
pleasure to conduct a Baby Naming
Ceremony for Lucas, the grandson of

Jan Rusell. Lucas’s dad, grandpa Rick,
and Lucas’s other grandma from
California also attended. It was a very
touching ceremony that Tony Genco,
presided over. And Lucas was a very
good boy. Karen Buzek made a beautiful cake in his honor, even though it was
her birthday that day.
We all sang “Happy Birthday” to
Karen and thanked her for the yummy
cake. On May 1, it was Tony and Judy
Genco’s 46 year wedding anniversary.
Everyone congratulated them.
After the ceremony, we all chipped in
to make baskets for upcoming events at
the DTJ facility. Freddie Shima graciously provided the contents of the baskets and scratch-off tickets. Thank you,
Freddie!
Our 50/50 raffle was won by Judith
and Tony.
Happy Father’s Day to all you men!
Fraternally yours,
Judy (Sevcik) Genco

Lodge Happenings
NEFA Board Meeting, Join Hands Day, June
Meeting with CSA Sales Director
Lodge Laurel No. 452, StorrsMansfield, Connecticut – On April 9,
we hosted the New England Fraternal
Alliance Spring Board Meeting at
Knowlton Memorial Hall in Ashford.
Members baked desserts, and helped
with set up, serving lunch, and clean up.
Pictured are Mason Varga, Laura VargaKnowlton, Kirsten Varga, and Agnes
Zabik. Also helping that day were Bob
and Gail Zaicek, Margaret Varga, and
CSA representative to the NEFA Marion
Varga. NEFA members were all very
appreciative of our efforts and the delicious lunch we provided.
We joined hands distantly with the
Windham/Tolland 4-H Camp and
Eversource in early April. Eversource
is our local power company and on
April 12 many Eversource workers
spent the day volunteering at the camp.
The camp provided lunch and snacks for
them. Lodge Laurel’s part was to bake
and purchase desserts and to provide
beverages. These were packaged and
delivered to the camp by Sister Margaret
Varga. Pictured are some of the desserts

Like us on Facebook

we provided. The Camp and the workers all enjoyed and appreciated our contributions.
On June 26, we will have the honor
to welcome CSA Sales Director Julie
Souza along with CT Sales
Representative Stephanie Brilla to our
meeting. If you have policy questions

or are looking to increase or add to your
policies, please be sure to join us for this
meeting. Contact the lodge at:
laurel452@msn.com or at 860-429-6322
for more information.
Fraternally,
Marion Varga
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Lodge Happenings
June Novalich Helps Researchers With
Environmental Biology and Ecology

Lodge R.T. Crane Jr. No. 7, Berwyn, Illinois – In honor of
World Environment Day, this month we’d like to share about
the weekly volunteer work of Lodge R.T. Crane member June
Novalich. June transcribes specimen data that can be a big
help to researchers who study different topics in environmental biology and ecology.
For centuries, scientists have explored and documented the
natural world, collecting the billions of specimens housed in
museums, universities, and field stations worldwide. And
now, the University of Tennessee and other institutions across
the globe want to help make that information available to the
general public.
But they need help. That’s where community scientists like
lodge member June Novalich come in!

Since February 2022, the University of Tennessee
Herbarium has hosted a weekly virtual transcription event
each Friday. During these events, volunteers like June help to
transcribe data from images taken during the project.
Transcription transforms the often handwritten or typewritten
data sequestered on the labels of plant and fungi specimens
into an open, globally accessible, digital resource.
“Natural history collections are a physical record of our
planet’s biodiversity across space and time,” says Dr. Jessica
Budke, who is an assistant professor in the UT Department of
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology. “These specimens not
only serve as records of the past, but they are a critical
resource for our future. They help us to answer important
questions surrounding invasive species, conservation biology,
and help us to describe species that are new to science.”
The University of Tennessee Herbarium (TENN) is a member of The GLOBAL Bryophyte & Lichen Thematic
Collections Network (TCN). This collaboration of 25 universities, museums, and botanical gardens located across the
United States is funded by the National Science Foundation
(NSF) with the goal of digitizing almost 1.2 million bryophyte
(moss) and lichen specimens. These specimens document the
distribution and natural variation of species that form the basis
for important ecological communities across the globe.
Digitized data is shared freely online, making these specimens
available to researchers, teachers, students, and communities
around the world.
Anyone interested in joining the volunteer team and learning how to transcribe herbarium specimens is welcome to
attend the weekly virtual events, held each Friday from 1:303:00 p.m. EST. More information and how to register can be
found here: https://globaltcn.utk.edu/crowdsourcing/.
Fraternally,
Alix Fron

Do You Have One of These?
Lodge Betsy Ross No. 151, Lombard, Illinois – Does any
Betsy Ross member still have one of these strainers? They
were given as favors at one of our special programs during the
1980s. It’s absolutely one of the most used items in my
kitchen!
Nancy Reagan
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Lodge Happenings
Just “Czechin’ In”

Lodge Kruh Osvojenych Zen a Panu
No. 121, Dillonvale, Ohio – Hi, friends!
It’s going to be a short article this month
as our lodge meeting hasn’t taken place
yet. In our part of Ohio, the weather has
really turned around with most of our
days being warm and beautiful. The
grass is growing and the lawnmowers
are roaring! Mother Nature has been
kind to us with new and colorful vegetation emerging all around. I dare not
mention the “A” word…as we call it in
school. However, “allergy” season is in
full swing! To those of you suffering
(myself included), hang in there!
Hopefully, the rain will come and keep
some of that pollen in check.
At the time this article was written,
our members were looking forward to
attending some of their community
Memorial Day celebrations. Our Join
Hands Day monetary donations this year

went to our local American Legion and
its Auxiliary Unit to help with
Dillonvale’s Memorial Day celebration.
We will publish further information
regarding the event next month.
We are happy to welcome Elijah
Lovell home after completing his sophomore year at Ohio Northern University.
He will be interning at Apothecare
Pharmacy in St. Clairsville this summer
in addition to completing two biochemistry classes.
Bailey Ebright will be busy working
at a local nursing home and making
plans to attend Kent State University in
the fall after graduating from high
school. Skyler and Christopher Ebright
are excited to continue their conditioning and weight training for the upcoming football season at Buckeye Local
High School. They will also be taking
care of their 4-H animals with competi-

tions to take place later in the season at
the Jefferson County Fair. We hope our
youth members enjoy the summer
months!
We would like to wish all the men a
Happy Father’s Day! None of us ever
really know just how much influence we
have over others. I can think of many
men, in addition to my wonderful father,
who were positive influences in my life:
my grandfather, godfather, brother,
uncles, cousins, family friends, pastors,
teachers, and co-workers. Thank you,
dads, for being the positive role models
you are!
In closing, we are anxiously looking
forward to the Convention and GetTogether. We can’t wait to see all of
you! Remember to check on someone
you love today.
Fraternally,
Sister Wendy Kurtz Lovell

Lodge Century of Progress/Bila Hora
No. 231, Cicero, Illinois – Yeah! I’m
writing this on what seems to be Spring,
at last. Thought I’d never see the sun
again…thought I’d never feel the warmth
again! While enjoying this beautiful
weather, let’s get down to business!
Our lodge meeting convened on April
13, 2022 at the T. G. Masaryk School in
Cicero, Illinois. The usual protocols
were observed with the minutes being
read and accepted and the Treasurer’s
report accepted. Contributions were
approved to the Ukrainian Children’s
Fund and to the T. G. Masaryk School.
Incidentally, the T. G. Masaryk School is
to be our Lodge’s “project of the year.”
As a result, the CSA Home Office will
contribute some funding as well.
Roberta Kulik reported on activities
scheduled for the school in the future.
She mentioned that after a two-year hiatus, there was an “Over-Nighter” in April
for the school children with readings
from Hans Christian Anderson among
others. The children brought their own
bed rolls and spent the night at the
school. They were picked up by their

parents after breakfast the next day.
It was reported that there were no
meetings of the Cultural Division and of
District Council No. 12 to date.
Further activities of the school - the
10th Annual Conference for Czech
Schools Without Borders was scheduled
at the T. G. Masaryk School on June 3-5,
2020. This is to be considered as an
honor for the school. This Annual
Conference of Czech Schools in North
America is an opportunity to commemorate the centenary of the institution. The
Czech Minister of Education arrived in
the Czech private jet with security personnel to attend the program. Also arriving by jet was the President of the Senate
of the Czech Republic with his security
personnel. And, attending were the
Ambassadors from Canada and the
District of Columbia.
A program focusing on teaching inherited language in community schools
(community-based heritage language
schools) began on Thursday, June 2 at the
University of Chicago. Additionally, on
June 3, the program included a tour of the
Pilsen District, a meeting with the

Consulate General, and a tour of downtown Chicago. On June 4, there were
lecturers from Czech academia representing a series of educational institutions in
Prague including the Charles University,
The Literary Academy, the Post Bellum
organization, and others. Lunch included
an American BBQ. The program concluded on June 5 and focused on the
exchange of ideas for teachers revealing
tips for proven projects and teaching
methods.
The April issue of the Journal featured the photo contest winners. And, I
am loving the fact that we Scribes have
been given the heads up to the monthly
Journal themes. That’s what I call planning. While I’m at it, I wish to formally
congratulate Cynthia Hall, with whom
I’ve had the pleasure of working with in
the past, for her promotion to Journal
Editor and a huge welcome to Kelly
Deegan. The future editions of the
Journal sound very exciting.
Fraternally,
Elaine Tejcek

Schools Without Borders
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Scholarship Fund Report
April 10, 2022 - May 10, 2022

TO CONTINUE CSA’s TRADITION OF ASSISTING
YOUNG MEMBERS IN PURSUING THEIR
HIGHER EDUCATION
Lodge Empire No. 448
IN MEMORY OF DECEASED MEMBERS:
JAMES TERKAL & MICHAEL VASELAKES
Lodge Belmont No. 251
IN MEMORY OF LES EGAN
Lodge Mile-Hi Czechs No. 432

IN MEMORY OF FRANK AND BLANCHE
WENZEL
Shirley Claggett
Eddy Wenzel
Abby Wenzel

IN MEMORY OF ANTHONY JANDACEK
AND AMANDA PAPUGA
George and Vera Sova

IN MEMORY OF JEROME JAMES KIRCHNER
Lodge Brookfield No. 475

Total Donations

Like us on Facebook

$270.00
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Big Event

Lodge Happenings

Lodge Svetlo No. 277, Caldwell, Texas
– On Thursday, April 14, 2022, New
Tabor Hall (CSA Lodge No. 277 Svetlo
and SPJST Lodge #17 New Tabor) was
a job site for the Caldwell Junior High
School’s Annual Big Event. Six 7th and
8th graders and an adult supervisor
came to our lodge building to do a community service project. Over 250 students were involved in this year’s Big

CSA members, youth and “Butch”!
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Event across our great community.
CSA member Susan Skrabanek had several jobs lined up for the students to perform. They removed staples and tape
off the walls and old decorations from
the ceiling that were left by previous
renters, cleaned up the entry way by
washing the windows and walls, and
cleaned the gazebo of leaves and trash.
They also moved tables and chairs to
their proper location in the hall.
CSA members Susan Skrabanek,
Betty Suehs, Carolyn Doonan, and

Shirley Vavra came out for the event.
The students did a great job. The students gave us a thank you note that stated, “By extending the opportunity to
serve, you have taught the students of
Caldwell Junior High invaluable
lessons. Thanks for helping make this
day possible!”
Our lodge also sponsored a dance for
5th-8th graders on Saturday, April 9.
Ninety-seven youth attended the dance
and over $1500 was raised to assist the
5th Grade Beta Club. Another dance
was held on Friday, May 6. The 5th
Grade Beta students qualified for a
National Competition to be held in
Nashville, Tennessee this summer and
all funds raised will go towards funding
this trip. Our lodge also donated and
additional $250. Lodge President Patsy
Story’s grandson, Branson Castaneda,
and Lodge Secretary Carol Petty’s
granddaughter, Millison Dowell, are
members of the team headed to
Nationals.
Susan Skrabanek

Lodge Happenings
Tall Ship Windy Visit

Lodge Betsy Ross, No. 151, Lombard,
Illinois – Hello, Brothers and Sisters.
This month has been very busy with
family events and milestones for our
lodge members. Nick Kosmas and his
wife Lisa just bought a new car. It is a
hybrid Hyundai Sonata. They are helping the environment while enjoying
their new car.
Anna Trush’s son, Lucas, is graduating from high school and will be attending Illinois State University in the fall.

Congrats, Lucas!
Heather and Matt Koski’s son,
Thomas, is stationed at Fort Campbell
with the 101st Airborne, part of the
101st is heading to Poland this summer
to aid with the Ukraine war. Fortunately,
Thomas has not be deployed at the time
of this writing. Please keep the troops in
your thoughts and prayers.
During our May Lodge meeting, we
discussed the upcoming Get-Together
and Convention. Nick paid a visit to the
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Tall Ship Windy in Chicago in anticipation of the Get-Together. It looks like we
will all have a fun time. We also discussed Matt and Heather’s recent visit to
Michigan when they bowled with Lodge
Pingree.
Happy Father’s Day to all the dads
out there!
Fraternally,
Heather Koski
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Claim
54633
54634
54635
54636
54637
54638
54639
54640
54641
54642
54643
54645
54646
54647
54648
54649
54650
54651
54652
54653
54654
54655
54656
54657
54658
54659
54660
54661
54662
54663
54664
54665
54666
54667

Name
John J. Koutsky
Sanders Frazer
Dorothy Oliver
Lamar Dorsey
Alice Cole
James W. Kantor
Dolores Zitek
Joseph Vavra
Kaye A. Fieseler
Helen B. Hoffmann
Charlotte V. Copeland
John J. Nemec
Ryan I. Krnyaich
Naomi P. Placatka
Doreen M. Wojtasek
James E. Neil
Dorothy Prussner
Jessica M. Shirk
Laura J. Hanke
John Tregner
Dennis A. Doonan
Rose L. Hedrick
Ronald J. Chmelina
Steven H. Arndt
Anita M. Wiles
Barbara E. Shafer
Carla K. Scheall
Margaret J. Roth
Walter Gasdek
Jo Ann Craft
Van B. McCants
Joan E. Klasek
Billie R. Stevens
Lois M. Strzyzewski
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Lodge
7
481
157
450
481
99
77
170
388
452
479
211
310
411
121
4
411
419
157
151
13
251
378
210
419
411
219
479
4
419
481
99
157
13

In Memoriam

Location
ELBURN, IL
FREEHOLD, NJ
O’FALLEN, MO
ROCHESTER, NY
PASSAIC, NJ
ALBUQUERQUE, NM
HAWTHORN WDS., IL
PUNTA GORDA, FL
HOPE MILLS, NC
EAST HADDAM, CT
MT. PLEASANT, PA
PORT ORANGE, FL
SHADYSIDE, OH
BRONSON, MI
ST. CLAIRSVILLE, OH
LATROBE, PA
OWOSSO, MI
OSCEOLA, IN
BILLINGS, MO
CHARLESTON, SC
RACINE, WI
CAMBRIDGE, OH
DOWNERS GROVE, IL
OWATONNA, MN
SOUTH BEND, IN
STEVENSVILLE, MI
PENINSULA, OH
CARNEGIE, PA
LARAMIE, WY
AKRON, IN
PENNSAUKEN, NJ
FLORENCE, SC
CASSVILLE, MO
MT. PLEASANT, WI

Date of Death
12/17/21
05/06/16
03/25/22
04/09/22
04/04/22
01/25/22
03/28/22
02/26/22
08/17/17
08/14/21
03/07/22
01/30/14
03/01/22
03/20/09
04/20/22
04/13/22
01/01/22
03/04/22
04/08/22
05/04/18
04/21/05
03/24/22
04/21/22
04/26/22
04/30/22
10/30/21
07/10/16
04/12/22
12/19/04
05/04/22
04/10/22
04/26/22
03/26/22
03/02/22

Age
77
83
83
42
85
82
88
95
79
99
95
93
49
106
69
92
94
51
74
72
73
72
87
66
77
72
79
80
81
76
85
97
84
91

Lodge Happenings
National Cemetery to Repair “Cheeks”

Lodge DuPage Pioneers/Edison, No.
409, Lombard, Illinois – Our May
meeting was called to order by President
Linda Burton. Present were the
Burtons, the Nekolnys, Gerri Romanelli,
and guest Ken Dvorsky, President of DC
No. 12. The Pledge was said and members remembered our password!
Excused were the Wozniaks and Helen
Gaydusek.
Secretary’s Report: The minutes
from the April meeting were accepted as
read. Sis. Gerri read the Exchange
Register and information on the GTG.
Sis. Linda proudly announced our lodge
had once again won the Lodge
Recognition Program’s Platinum Award.
After discussion, a motion was made
and carried to buy a full-page ad in the
GTG Program Book and to buy raffle
tickets.
President’s Report: Sis. Linda
attended a Zoom meeting of Friends of
Bohemian National Cemetery. A contractor’s estimate was given to the group
for the repair of the “cheeks,” the low
wall surrounding the steps to the
Columbarium. Many private donations
were given and more are needed.
Hopefully, a grant from the Czech
Republic will come through. Friends
estimate they will have the necessary

Like us on Facebook

funds to move forward with the repairs.
DC No. 12 Report: Bro. Dvorsky
gave further details on the Czech
Teachers Conference held the first week
in June at the T.G. Masaryk School.
There were workshops, networking, and
social events. Among attendees were
local and national teachers, the
President of the Czech Senate, Czech
Ambassadors from U.S. and Canada,
and the Council General in Chicago. A
cookout was held at the Masaryk
School.
Our lodge delegates were given
details of Convention events. There will
be an orientation session on Wednesday
facilitated by the Parliamentarian. The
Convention is expected to last one full
business day on Thursday followed by
the traditional Convention banquet.
Bro. Dvorsky reported only two committees will share responsibility for the
conduct of the Convention: Governance
and Finance.
The Get-Together opens on Friday
with Registration and Hospitality. The
Miss CSA Contest will take place at the
evening banquet. A short meeting and
roll call on Saturday morning will precede busses leaving for Navy Pier for a
sailboat cruise on Lake Michigan.
Later, the Coronation banquet includes

the crowning of Miss CSA, the
Fraternalist of the Year Award, and the
Kropik Scholarship recipient. Sunday’s
Farewell Brunch will feature Friends
Chuck Michalek’s lecture and video presentation on Bohemian National
Cemetery.
Ken reminded GTG attendees to
bring their blue CSA t-shirts and to call
the hotel for room reservations for their
stay.
For the Good of the Society:
Birthday wishes were extended to Joann
Nekolny and Happy Anniversary wishes
were sent to John and Joann Nekolny on
50-plus years of marriage! The
Nekolnys are grateful to CSA for scholarships awarded to their children and
grandchildren. Sis. Linda reminded
members that the film “Czechs in
Chicago” will be aired locally on
WTTW, Channel 11. The film made its
long-awaited premier at the Gene Siskal
Theatre in Chicago.
A motion to adjourn was accepted.
Members enjoyed fellowship and
refreshments. Our next meeting is
scheduled for June 15 at the Home
Office.
Fraternally,
Gerri Romanelli
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Best Buddies

Lodge Happenings

Lodge Sionilli No. 170, North
Riverside, Illinois – Lodge Sionilli’s
April social and business meeting took
place in the heart of Brookfield at
Skadarliya Restaurant, which serves true
Balkan cuisine. Its members were excited to meet and enjoy a traditional
Serbian meal. The favorite mixed meat
platter and salads were enjoyed by all!
The business meeting took place after
dinner. A decision was made to send a
donation in support of Best Buddies.
On April 23, Alix Fron, Adam Wilt,
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and Vera Wilt attended the Best Buddies
Friendship Walk which was held at
Soldier Field in Chicago. Best Buddies
supports the inclusion of people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities. Adam’s team raised $500.
A big “thank you” goes out to all of
Lodge Sionilli’s members who participated in this year ’s photo contest:
Bethany Liska, Frances Riopell,
Rebecca Schneider, and Pat Smolucha.
Congratulations to Bethany Liska and
Frances Riopell for both earning

Honorable Mention for their photo
entries!
The next meetings of Lodge Sionilli
will take place on June 9 at 7:00 p.m. at
the Irish Times Restaurant in
Brookfield. On July 23, we will be volunteering at Operation Support Our
Troops – America at their warehouse
located at 1989 University Lane, Suite
A, Lisle, Illinois, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m.
Fraternally,
Pat Smolucha

Lodge Happenings
Welcome, Cooper!

Lodge Sokol Pilsen No. 434, Oak
Brook, Illinois – On May 15, 2022
Lodge Sokol Pilsen No. 434 met at the
Papuga home. It was a small group.
The group discussed the upcoming
Convention and Get-Together this coming August. Stan is going to be legal
counsel for the Convention and Candy
Papuga and Andy Bultas will be the delegates. We also discussed the ad book
and what we were going to do for the
Hospitality Room at the Get-Together.
The Lodge usually makes a basket
which is raffled off. Also discussed was
the Kropik Scholarship.
After the meeting, we all went to St.
Francis Xavier Church for the blessing
of Amanda Papuga’s ashes.
The lodge also acknowledged our
future member, Matt Bultas’ son Cooper
A. Bultas.
Fraternally,
Andy Bultas

Chuck Michalek to Present at GTG!
Lodge Yankee-Jungmann No. 77,
Lombard, Illinois – Our Lodge has
three delegates going to the CSA
Convention in August. They are Cindy
Bueneman, Eunice Semple, and Frank
Michalek. Some members will also

gather for different events at the GetTogether. At the Sunday brunch, Brother
Chuck Michalek will give a presentation
about the Bohemian National Cemetery.
I made a visit to Sister Millie Calek’s
home and presented a flower from our
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lodge. She says “Hello” to all of our
members.
At our April meeting, Chuck
Michalek gave us an update on the
Bohemian National Cemetery. They
have
a
new
website,
www.bnca1877.com. All outdoor
events at BNC have been canceled due
to COVID. BNC projects this year are
the limestone “cheek” walls and road
repairs in the fall. We also had our annual hot dog dinner, which was absent the
past two years. Thanks to Cindy for
making her famous potato salad for the
lodge.
Just in… I’m happy to announce that
our lodge was awarded the Lodge
Recognition of Platinum this year! Ken
Dvorsky broke the news to us. Thanks
to all our lodge members who made this
possible with all their hard work, especially during COVID.
Fraternally,
Mary Ellen Janda
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Just Kids
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Sweet Summertime

Just
Kids

Send Just Kids your stories, riddles, etc.
Mail: Just Kids, c/o the CSA Journal,

Czech to English

Conserve
Earth
Environment
Graduations
June
Lidice

Recycle
Summer
Vacations
Weddings

Like us on Facebook

Červen………………………………….................……….June (Čer-ven)
Světový den životního prostředí……….......…….World Environment Day
........................................................(svět-ov-ý den živ-ot-ní-ho pros-třed-í)
Klimatická změna………………....climate change (klim-a-tic-ká změ-na)
Velký globální úklid……....great global cleanup (vel-ký glo-bál-ní ú-klid)
Bojovat proti klimatickým změnám změnou stravy….............fight climate
...............................................................................change with diet change
..........................(boj-o-vat pr-ti klim-a-tic-kým změ-nám změ-nou stravy)
Téma Den Země 2022…...Earth Day 2022 theme (té-ma Den Země 2022)
Investovat do naší planet................................................invest in our planet
..................................................................(in-ves-to-vat do na-šý pla-ne-ty)
Konec plastového znečištění.........................................end plastic pollution
............................................................. (ko-nec plas-to-vé-ho zneč-iš-tě-ní)
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Seeking Contestants for
Miss National CSA

at the Annual Get-Together in
Oak Brook, Illinois in August, 2022

Visit https://csalife.com/Default.asp?loc=mforms for contest details.

Hurry! Application deadline is June 15.

