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On the Cover 
This issue’s cover features clovers as a celebration of St. Patrick’s 
Day but the theme this month is Namesake Day. Why are clovers 
called shamrocks? A symbol of Ireland, St. Patrick used clover as a 
metaphor for the Christian Holy Trinity. Shamrock comes from the 
Irish word seamair and means “young clover.”  
For more on names and their meanings, see pages 12 - 15.
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      Happy 169th!

      CSA Fraternal Life!

President’s Piece
Celebrating 169 Years!
Brothers and Sisters, 
Happy March! I hope everyone is 
healthy and doing well. 
     As I mention frequently, we’re usu-
ally pretty busy around here in the 
Home Office.  Once again, March 
2023 is no different. 
     As I write this, we’re just complet-
ing the Accounting for 2022.   The 
numbers are in the process of being 
blessed by the actuaries, but I’m 
happy to report that we’ll be showing 
a net gain from Operations for the 
11th consecutive year!  Our total capi-
tal will be well above $5 million, and 
the other significant metrics are also 
up.  I’ll fill you in more next month on 
exactly where we’re at. 
     March is, of course, a very impor-
tant month for CSA Fraternal Life as 
it was in March 1854 when our soci-
ety was founded.   We’re up to 169 

years old.  Happy Anniversary to us!  
We continue to be strong, as we wind 
through the current world here in the 
2020’s.   
     Later in the year, not that far away, 
in August, will be our annual Get- 
Together.   As we’ve communicated, 
it’ll be in Denver, Colorado this year, 
and I know it’ll be a great time.   If 
you’re available, I encourage you to 
make plans to be there with us.   
     Any number of other things are 
keeping everyone busy here in 
Lombard.  From the Sales area, to our 
Fraternal area, to our Operations area, 
we’re here to help you, so reach out if 
you need us.   
     Happy Spring season to you all, 
and until next month… 

     Fraternally, 
John J. Kielczewski, CLU, FLMI 

President  
John J. Kielczewski 

President
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Upcoming Events 

March 15 
Deadline for CSA Scholarship Applications & Transcripts 
 
Thursdays, March 24 through May 26, 2023  
Beginners Czech Class  
Group Online Courses - Language and Culture 1  
Anna Cookova - CzechTalk, 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. (CT)  
Course materials included. Maximum 20 students.  
A systematic approach using parts of speech  
Czechoslovak Genealogical Society Intl.  
CGSI Member: $220 / Non Member $245  
Easy online access, 10 weeks/15 hours  
Learn to read, write, and speak in Czech - Czechtalk.com 
annacookova@gmail.com or 715-651-7044  
 
March 25 
Deadline for Photo Contest Entries 
 
March 30 
Deadline for Bowl-o-Rama Entries 
 
March 31 
Lodge Financial & Election Forms Due in Home Office 
 
April 1 - 20 
Bowl-o-Rama Month 
 
April 7 
Home Office Closed for Good Friday 
 
May 6 
Join Hands Day 
 
May 29 
Home Office Closed for Memorial Day 
 
May 31 
Deadline for Bowl-o-Rama Scores 
 
June 11 
Deadline for Miss CSA Application & Photos 
 
June 11 
Deadline for Fraternalist of the Year Application 
 
July 2 
Deadline for Kropik Scholarship Applications 
 
July 2 
Recipient Information Form for CSA Scholarship 
 
August 4 - 6 
86th CSA Get-Together in Denver, Colorado 
 



Today’s Fraternal
Welcome to March
Greetings! 
 
We made it to March.  In March, we cel-
ebrate St. Patrick’s Day, welcome spring 
and, most importantly, CSA celebrates 
its anniversary.  How many companies 
have been around for 169 years?  Let’s 
work together for another 169 years! 
 
This month marks a full year of me 
being the Fraternal Programs Manager.  
It was a year of firsts for me.  This past 
year I attended and was part of a 
Convention and a Get-Together.  I ran 
the Miss CSA Contest, tried Czech food, 
and attended Czech festivals.  I’ve 
learned what a Fraternal Department 
does and how important it is to maintain 
the bonds between our lodges.  I appre-
ciate all the help and suggestions that I 
have received from the CSA members 
and my Home Office coworkers.  I have 
learned a lot in one year and value this 
fantastic opportunity to work with 
everyone. 
 
Hopefully, all of you have heard about 
our new Hope Starts with CSA initia-
tive.   This program will allow our local 
lodges to partner with local women’s 
shelters.  Our lodges will find out what 
items are needed at these shelters and 
help battered women and their children 
recover after experiencing hardships.  If 
you have any questions regarding this 
program, please get in touch with me at 
kdeegan@csalife.com.  I’d be happy to 
answer your inquiries. 
 
In February, the Get-Together 
Committee was busy working on the 
upcoming festivities in Denver this 
August.  The theme for the Friday Night 
dinner will be Denim and Diamonds.  
So, gather your bedazzled jeans and pre-
pare for a fun evening.  The Miss CSA 
Contest is one of the Get-Together high-
lights.  If you know of a young lady 
who would like to participate in the con-
test, please have her contact me, and I 
can give her all the details. Encourage 
her to read Miss CSA’s article on page 8 

and the article about former Miss CSA 
Sydney Rieckhoff on page 9. 
 
I also attended my first T-Fest in 
February.  I was surprised at how many 
people attended.  Everyone had a good 
time, and I look forward to the event 
next year. 
 
Happy Anniversary, CSA! 
 

Fraternally, 
Kelly Deegan 

Fraternal Programs Manager 
Lodge DuPage Pioneers/Edison No. 409 
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Please send lodge articles to: 

csajournaleditor@gmail.com by the 12th of the month prior. 
(You will receive a confirmation email.) 

 
Please address all Fraternal inquiries to: 

Kelly Deegan at kdeegan@csalife.com 
1.800.543.3272 x 4307 
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Message from the Secretary

 
Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 
 
What’s in a name?  Were you named after a relative or some-
one famous?  I was named after my father, who was named 
after his father, who was named after his father, and so on and 
so on.  My oldest son was named after me.  This issue of the 
Journal is focused on National Namesake Day.  Namesake 
Day encourages everyone to discover what inspired their par-
ents as they named them. 
 
What are your first thoughts when you hear the name CSA?  
Some of us may think of volunteering, and others may think 
of security.  Still, others may think of fellowship. Each of 
those words is an excellent descriptor of CSA.  But what does 
the acronym CSA actually stand for?  Our society is The 
Czechoslovak Society of America, founded by Czechoslovak 
immigrants who wanted to provide financial security to fami-
lies when their loved ones passed away.  The society pre-
served the Czechoslovak heritage and allowed people of com-
mon backgrounds to socialize and help others in their commu-
nities.  Fast forward to today, and little has changed.  We still 
celebrate our heritage and help others in need.  We should all 
be proud of CSA’s long history. 
 
As we celebrate our pride in the history of CSA, we should 

also look to the future of our society.  Introducing our children 
to the joys of being a member of a fraternal benefit society is 
important.  If everyone brought their children and grandchil-
dren to lodge meetings, volunteering activities, or Get- 
Togethers, we would create lifelong members who understand 
the meaning of fraternal service and would want to introduce 
the importance of the fraternal system to the next generation.  
So, as you plan your next lodge meeting or outing, consider 
inviting the youngest members of our society to join in the 
fun. 
 
Speaking of fun, the 2023 Get-Together Committee is busily 
working on another fantastic weekend in August.  They are 
planning themed banquet dinners, ensuring the venue is ready 
for our group, and looking for family-friendly activities all 
around Denver.  We hope you will join us in Denver this 
August 4 – 6 to crown another Miss CSA, celebrate the 
Fraternalist of the Year, and explore a new city with old 
friends. 
 
At this writing, Heather and I just returned from another fun-
filled evening at Vining, Iowa’s T-Fest.  We always have a 
good time; believe me, you don’t have to go to sample the 
menu, and you can go to have a good time with friends.  Next 
February, make the trip to Vining, and you won’t be disap-
pointed. 
 

Matthew Koski 
Executive Secretary/COO/CRO 

 
 
 

Matthew Koski 
Executive Secretary/COO/CRO

What Does CSA Stand For?

Velký Raffle 

The American-Czech Educational Center (ACEC) in St. 
Louis, Missouri, is a cultural icon—it is home to CSA 
Lodge Missouri No. 1, CSA Lodge Washington No. 30, 
CSA Lodge Spirit of St. Louis No. 157, CSA District 
Council No. 13, and Sokol St. Louis.  
 
The ACEC building sustained critical expenditures for 
necessary water and sewer repairs in 2022.  Proceeds 
from the Velký Raffle will be used to help offset the sig-
nificant expense for the repairs.  
 
Your support of the Velký Raffle would be greatly appre-
ciated.  
 
See details on page 7.
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Miss CSA

Hello Again, 
I hope you all are keeping warm in the tail-end of winter. 
Honestly, the weather hasn’t been that bad here in Pittsburgh. 
Today, it’s going to be 65 degrees out (mind you, it’s still 
February as I’m writing this). That’s a little warm for this time 
of year, even for Pitt, but I’m not complaining! I do enjoy 
winter, though, and I like the snow, so I’m hoping for at least 
one more cold spell. 
     I’ve been keeping busy with the spring semester underway. 
I’m taking Ecology, Inorganic Chemistry, Spanish III, and 
Writing. I’m also really excited because this past week, I 
joined the women’s lacrosse team here at Westminster. They 
needed an extra player and I happened to run into the head 
coach on the sidewalk one day. We started talking and she 
convinced me to join. I played a little in high school but will 
probably have some rust to shake off. Luckily, I think a lot of 
the hand and movement skills in hockey and lacrosse are simi-
lar so I’m hoping that my abilities will translate well from the 
ice to the field! Honestly, I think my competitive side was 
starting to miss sports, so I’m excited to get my cleats this 
weekend and hopefully start practicing next week!  
     During winter break, I was able to attend a few CSA events 
over the past month, so here’s a little update on what I’ve been 
up to. At the beginning of January, I was able to visit Lodge 
Groveton No. 004 to attend one of their meetings. They were 
so welcoming and I enjoyed going from table to table and get-
ting to know everyone. They had a great meal with some deli-

cious chocolate cake (I’m a big cake lover), and I even got to 
swear in their officers for 2023. It was really nice of them to 
let me do that, so I wanted to thank them for how welcoming 
they were! 
     A few days after, I was able to attend the monthly meeting 
with my home lodge, No. 121 in Dillonvale, Ohio. I had been 
wanting to go to a meeting for quite some time but I kept hav-
ing scheduling conflicts with school, so it was great to finally 
be there. I was treated to a delicious meal at a locally loved 
Italian restaurant, enjoyed catching up with those who I knew, 
and also got to meet some new faces. We were having such a 
good time talking, that the owner had to come out and kindly 
ask when we were leaving! Haha, seriously though, thank you 
to Lodge No. 121 and especially to Wendy Lovell. She is 
always checking in with me and is such a genuine, kindheart-
ed person. I am proud to represent our lodge and these people! 
     And finally, this past weekend, I traveled to Vining, Iowa 
and attended the T-fest… and had a great time! I’ll never for-
get when I was crowned in August, and someone walked up to 
me and said, “You have to go to T-fest in February!” I 
thought, “Oh, they have a tea festival. That will be nice and 
quaint, like a tea party.” And then I discovered what the T 
really meant! I’ve got to say though, they were pretty yummy. 
I mean, I ate 15 of them… I couldn’t help it! They just kept 
giving me more and I thought, “Man, these little guys are pret-
ty good! Who would’ve thought?!” I’m thinking I’m going to 
have to make a suggestion to my local fire hall for them to 
start adding more options on the menu for the spring fish 
fries! I really enjoyed the event and was amazed at the amount 
of people that came that night. Everyone was super friendly 
and I got to help with selling raffle tickets and dealing dollars 
at the chuck-a-luck table. I even got my very own T-fest t-shirt 
that says, “I had a ball at the hall,” in big bold letters. I’m def-
initely going to wear it all the time. Thank you to everyone 
who hosted the event, including Tom and Loretta Ledvina for 
your kindness, and to Matt and Heather Koski and Kelly 
Deegan for taking care of me over the weekend and making it 
even more fun. 
     During my time in Iowa, I also got to meet Ms. Dorothy as 
she kindly invited us into her home and taught us how to bake 
her delicious Apple Bars! She did an excellent job making the 
video (in one take!) that will be the latest episode in the 
“Baking with Babi” series, so definitely be sure to check that 
out! They were amazing, Dorothy! 
     Well, that’s all I have for this month! Until next time, I’m 
hoping to attend more events in the future and keep updated 
with all CSA happenings. Thank you for the kindness you 
have been showing me. You all have really made me feel so 
special! Be well and take care. Spring is coming! 

Fraternally, 
Aubree Sutelle 

 

From T-Fest to Baking with Babi
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U.S. Senator Joni Ernst (R-Iowa), 
Ranking Member of the Senate Small 
Business Committee, welcomed Sydney 
Rieckhoff to the U.S. Capitol as her 
guest for the State of the Union. Sydney 
is the CEO and Co-founder of Almost 
Famous Popcorn, a family-owned, 
gourmet, ready-to-eat popcorn company 
based in Cedar Rapids. 
 
“Our job creators and entrepreneurs are 
the backbone of Iowa’s economy, with 
small businesses making up 98 percent 
of businesses across our state. As 
Ranking Member of the Senate Small 
Business Committee, I am thrilled to 
have Sydney, a fellow Iowan, join me in 
Washington to highlight her successes 
and discuss solutions to her challenges,” 
Ernst said. 
 
Sydney, former Miss CSA, shared her 
thoughts on the impact of her reign.  
 
How did you learn about the Miss 
CSA contest?  
I grew up attending a variety of CSA 
events, and in the process was able to 
meet some of the former Miss CSAs and 
discuss their experiences. In addition, 
my aunt, Chris Vanous Schissel, was 
Miss CSA when she was in college and 
she encouraged me to run. I also 
enjoyed reading the articles from Miss 
CSAs in the Journal each month.   
  
Did anyone encourage you to run?  
Yes. My aunt, a former Miss CSA her-
self; my mom; and my grandpa - who is 
incredibly proud of his Czech heritage 
and community.   
  
What made you decide to participate?  
Growing up, I had known I wanted to 
run for Miss CSA. Once I was old 
enough to be eligible, I signed up for the 
contest. Overall, I knew the Miss CSA 
contest would be a great way to connect 
with other members of the Czech com-
munity and to push myself outside of 
my comfort zone.   
  
What was your favorite part of the 
contest?  
My favorite part of the contest was 

meeting all of the people. This included 
the other contestants, but also other 
CSA members supportive of the process. 
One of these people was Joe Konecny, 
who sadly passed away this past month. 
I was inspired by his dedication and 
excitement for CSA. The support from 
people like Joe made me feel like I was 
really making an impact through the 
contest and ultimately through my reign 
as Miss CSA.  
  
What were some highlights of your 
reign?  
Getting to share my experiences in the 
Journal: I loved the opportunity to high-
light my life as a college sophomore and 
the events I got to take part in as Miss 
CSA.   
  
Traveling to events like The Virginia 
Czech and Slovak Folklife Festival and 
getting to meet so many people: I espe-
cially liked meeting the young girls who 
would proudly say they planned to be 
Miss CSA one day.   
  
What did you enjoy about the Get-
Together and what advice would you 
give to potential contestants?  
The Get-Together was a great opportu-
nity to meet new people from across dif-
ferent age groups who are proud of their 
Czech heritage. As someone who grew 
up attending CSA events and reading the 
Journal – but not knowing much about 
the organization itself – the Get-
Together provided a great opportunity to 
better understand all that CSA encom-
passes.   
  
The advice I’ll give to potential contes-
tants is the same advice I’d give to my 
younger cousin who I’m trying to con-
vince to run for Miss CSA – do it. It 
sounds intimidating, but what you’ll 
really find is a great collection of sup-
portive people who are proud and excit-
ed that you are taking your time to sup-
port this longstanding tradition. The 
Miss CSA contest is a great way to push 
yourself out of your comfort zone in a 
safe environment. Through the Miss 
CSA contest and then my time as Miss 
CSA, I learned so much about myself, 

made fantastic friendships, and had 
experiences unlike any of my college 
classmates. Plus, the crown was pretty 
cool, too.   
  
Did serving as Miss CSA help you in 
your career?   
Yes. The Miss CSA experience helped 
me to build and polish my public speak-
ing and relationship skills. It allowed me 
a safe and supportive environment to 
practice pushing myself out of my com-
fort zone – which I’ve been able to take 
with me to push myself as I’ve begun 
my career.   
  
If you could go back, would you run 
for Miss CSA again?  
Definitely. In fact, if I could have had a 
second term as Miss CSA I would have 
taken it. The entire experience was 
unique and fun and I felt incredibly 
proud to be able to serve as Miss CSA. 
 
Sydney, you represented CSA well dur-
ing your reign and continue to do so! 
Congratulations on your success as 
CEO and Co-founder of Almost Famous 
Popcorn.  CSA is so proud of your 
accomplishments and your ability to 
represent Small Business at the State of 
the Union.

Former Miss CSA Attends State of the Union 
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Bowl-o-Rama  
Month - April 2023 
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The celebration of name days has been a tradition in Catholic 
and Eastern Orthodox countries since the Middle Ages, and 
has also continued in some measure in countries, such as the 
Scandinavian countries, whose Protestant established church 
retains certain Catholic traditions. The name days originate in 
the list of holidays celebrated in commemoration of saints and 
martyrs of the church. For example, the name Karl or Carl is 
celebrated in Sweden on January 28, the anniversary of the 
death of Charlemagne (Charles Magnus, i.e., “the great”). The 
church promoted the celebration of name days (or rather 
saints’ feast days) over birthdays, as the latter was seen as a 
pagan tradition. 
 
Where name days occur, official lists contain the current 
assignations of names to days. There are different lists for 
Finnish, Swedish, Sámi, and other countries that celebrate 
name days, though some names are celebrated on the same 
day in many countries. From the 18th century and onwards the 
list of name days has been modified in Sweden and Finland. 
 
In the Czech Republic, each day of the year, except national 
holidays, corresponds to a personal name. People celebrate 
their name day (“svátek”—or more formally “jmeniny”, but 
that term isn’t usually used) on the date corresponding to their 
own given name. 
 
In the past, parents were not allowed to choose just any name 
for a child. This has changed, although it is still common to 

choose the name from the name day “calendar”, and any high-
ly unusual name has to be approved by a special office. The 
original list was the Roman Catholic calendar of saints, but 
many changes were made to reflect the present-day usage of 
names. 
 
The name day is commonly of less importance than birthdays 
to Czech people. The celebration can be held together with 
friends or co-workers of the same name and in this way, it can 
grow in size and ‘importance’. 
 
In Slovakia, name days (Slovak: meniny) are widely celebrat-
ed. Name days are more often celebrated than birthdays in 
workplaces, presumably because it is simpler to know the date 
since most calendars contain a list of name days, which can 
also be found in the header of daily newspapers. Celebrations 
in elementary schools are different from those within the fam-
ily, as the celebrant gives candies to his or her classmates. 
Within the family, birthday-like celebrations are often held 
with cakes, presents, and flowers. Flowers are sometimes sold 
out for popular name days. As in the Czech Republic, the past 
laws did not allow parents to choose any name for their child. 
That has changed, although it is still common to choose but 
name from the name day list in the calendar. 
 

 Name Day  

On an unusually warm day on March 4, 1854, 29 Czech immi-
grant men met in the back room of Jacob Mottl’s tavern in St. 
Louis, Missouri. They felt a need for mutual support in times 
of sickness and a way to provide for widows and children. 
They also wanted some suitable social activity and a gathering 
place to discuss their problems. 
 
These men formed a mutual benefit society to gain security 
and to make sure that if one of them died, the funeral would 
be paid for by the society, and the wife and children would be 
helped by the members in their immediate needs. This organi-
zation, the Czecho-Slovak Protective Society (CSPS), laid the 
groundwork for a modern fraternal in this country, which 
served as a model for many other fraternal benefit societies in 
America organized in later years. 
 
In 1861, the Society had 96 members, twenty-three of whom 

volunteered to defend the Union in the Civil War. 
 
By 1932, there were many Czech fraternals across the country. 
On January 1, 1933, the parent body of the CSPS was joined 
by four others: the Society of Taborites; the Bohemian-
Slavonic Fraternal Benefit Union; the Bohemian-Slavonic 
Union; and the Bohemian American Foresters. At this time the 
Czecho-Slovak Protective Society adopted a new name, 
Czechoslovak Society of America, and maintained the original 
Charter of the CSPS thus continuing as the oldest fraternal 
benefit society in the United States. 
 
In 1982, the Czechoslovak Society of America adopted a new 
name, CSA Fraternal Life. In New York, we remain 
Czechoslovak Society of America as the State of New York 
did not recognize the name change.

How Did CSA Get Its Name? 
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 Name Day in the Czech Republic 

1. New Year’s Day 
2. Karina 
3. Radmila 
4. Diana 
5. Dalimil 
6. Tři králové 
7. Vilma 
8. Čestmír 
9. Vladan 
10. Břetislav 
11. Bohdana 

12. Pravoslav 
13. Edita 
14. Radovan 
15. Alice 
16. Ctirad 
17. Drahoslav 
18. Vladislav 
19. Doubravka 
20. Ilona 
21. Běla 
22. Slavomír 

23. Zdeněk 
24. Milena 
25. Miloš 
26. Zora 
27. Ingrid 
28. Otýlie 
29. Zdislava 
30. Robin 
31. Marika 
 
 

1. Hynek/Jasmína 
2. Nela, Hromnice 
3. Blažej 
4. Jarmila 
5. Dobromila 
6. Vanda/Arjuna 
7. Veronika 
8. Milada 
9. Apolena 
10. Mojmír 

11. Božena 
12. Slavěna 
13. Věnceslav 
14. Valentýn 
15. Jiřina 
16. Ljuba 
17. Miloslava 
18. Gizela 
19. Patrik 
20. Oldřich 

21. Lenka 
22. Petr 
23. Svatopluk 
24. Matěj 
25. Liliana 
26. Dorota 
27. Alexandr 
28. Lumír 
29. Horymír 
 

1. Bedřich 
2. Anežka 
3. Kamil 
4. Stela 
5. Kazimír 
6. Miroslav 
7. Tomáš 
8. Gabriela 
9. Františka 
10. Viktorie 
11. Anděla 

12. Řehoř 
13. Růžena 
14. Rút/Matylda 
15. Ida 
16. Elena/Herbert 
17. Vlastimil 
18. Eduard 
19. Josef 
20. Světlana 
21. Radek 
22. Leona 

23. Ivona 
24. Gabriel 
25. Marián 
26. Emanuel 
27. Dita 
28. Soňa 
29. Taťána 
30. Arnošt 
31. Kvido 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1. Hugo 
2. Erika 
3. Richard 
4. Ivana 
5. Miroslava 
6. Vendula 
7. Heřman 
8. Ema 
9. Dušan 
10. Darja 

11. Izabela 
12. Julius 
13. Aleš 
14. Vincenc 
15. Anastázie 
16. Irena 
17. Rudolf 
18. Valérie 
19. Rostislav 
20. Marcela 

21. Alexandra 
22. Evženie 
23. Vojtěch 
24. Jiří 
25. Marek 
26. Oto 
27. Jaroslav 
28. Vlastislav 
29. Robert 
30. Blahoslav 
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 Name Day in the Czech Republic
1. Labor Day (May 

Day) 
2. Zikmund 
3. Alexej 
4. Květoslav 
5. Klaudie 
6. Radoslav 
7. Stanislav 
8. National holiday 
9. Ctibor 
10. Blažena 

11. Svatava 
12. Pankrác 
13. Servác 
14. Bonifác 
15. Žofie 
16. Přemysl 
17. Aneta 
18. Nataša 
19. Ivo a Engelbert 
20. Zbyšek 
21. Monika 

22. Emil 
23. Vladimír 
24. Jana 
25. Viola 
26. Filip 
27. Valdemar 
28. Vilém 
29. Maxmilián 
30. Ferdinand 
31. Kamila 
 

1. Jaroslava 
2. Patricie 
3. Radomír 
4. Prokop 
5. National holiday 
6. National holiday 

(Jan Hus, 1415) 
7. Bohuslava 
8. Nora 
9. Drahoslava 
10. Libuše/Amálie 

11. Olga 
12. Bořek 
13. Markéta 
14. Karolína 
15. Jindřich 
16. Luboš 
17. Martina 
18. Drahomíra 
19. Čeněk 
20. Ilja 
21. Vítězslav 

22. Magdaléna 
23. Libor 
24. Kristýna 
25. Jakub 
26. Anna 
27. Věroslav 
28. Viktor 
29. Marta 
30. Bořivoj 
31. Ignác 
 

1. Oskar 
2. Gustav 
3. Miluše 
4. Dominik 
5. Kristián 
6. Oldřiška 
7. Lada 
8. Soběslav 
9. Roman 
10. Vavřinec 
11. Zuzana 

12. Klára 
13. Alena 
14. Alan 
15. Hana 
16. Jáchym 
17. Petra 
18. Helena 
19. Ludvík 
20. Bernard 
21. Johana 
22. Bohuslav 

23. Sandra 
24. Bartoloměj 
25. Radim 
26. Luděk 
27. Otakar 
28. Augustýn 
29. Evelína 
30. Vladěna 
31. Pavlína 
 
 

1. Laura 
2. Jarmil 
3. Tamara 
4. Dalibor 
5. Dobroslav 
6. Norbert 
7. Iveta 
8. Medard 
9. Stanislava 
10. Gita 

11. Bruno 
12. Antonie 
13. Antonín 
14. Roland 
15. Vít 
16. Zbyněk 
17. Adolf 
18. Milan 
19. Leoš 
20. Květa/Květuše 

21. Alois 
22. Pavla 
23. Zdeňka 
24. Jan 
25. Ivan 
26. Adriana 
27. Ladislav 
28. Lubomír 
29. Petr a Pavel 
30. Šárka 
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 Name Day in the Czech Republic
1. Linda/Samuel 
2. Adéla 
3. Bronislav/ 

Bronislava 
4. Jindřiška 
5. Boris 
6. Boleslav 
7. Regina/Regína 
8. Mariana 
9. Daniela 
10. Irma 

11. Denisa 
12. Marie 
13. Lubor 
14. Radka 
15. Jolana 
16. Ludmila 
17. Naděžda 
18. Kryštof 
19. Zita 
20. Oleg 
21. Matouš 

22. Darina 
23. Berta 
24. Jaromír 
25. Zlata 
26. Andrea 
27. Jonáš 
28. Václav 
29. Michal 
30. Jeroným 
 

1. Igor 
2. Olívie/Oliver 
3. Bohumil 
4. František 
5. Eliška 
6. Hanuš 
7. Justýna 
8. Věra 
9. Štefan/Sára 
10. Marina 
11. Andrej 

12. Marcel 
13. Renáta 
14. Agáta 
15. Tereza 
16. Havel 
17. Hedvika 
18. Lukáš 
19. Michala 
20. Vendelín 
21. Brigita 
22. Sabina 

23. Teodor 
24. Nina 
25. Beáta 
26. Erik 
27. Šarlota/Zoe 
28. National holiday 
29. Silvie 
30. Tadeáš 
31. Štěpánka 
 

1. Felix, Kani 
2. All Souls’ Day 
3. Hubert 
4. Karel 
5. Miriam 
6. Liběna 
7. Saskie 
8. Bohumír 
9. Bohdan 
10. Evžen 

11. Martin 
12. Benedikt 
13. Tibor 
14. Sáva 
15. Leopold 
16. Otmar 
17. Mahulena 
18. Romana 
19. Alžběta 
20. Nikola 

21. Albert 
22. Cecílie 
23. Klement 
24. Emílie 
25. Kateřina 
26. Artur 
27. Xenie 
28. René 
29. Zina 
30. Ondřej 

 

1. Iva 
2. Blanka 
3. Svatoslav 
4. Barbora 
5. Jitka 
6. Mikuláš 
7. Ambrož 
8. Květoslava 
9. Vratislav 
10. Julie 
11. Dana 
12. Simona 

13. Lucie 
14. Lýdie 
15. Radana 
16. Albína 
17. Daniel 
18. Miloslav 
19. Ester 
20. Dagmar 
21. Natálie 
22. Šimon 
23. Vlasta 
24. Adam/Eva,  

Christmas Eve 
25. 1st Christmas  

Holiday 
26. Štěpán (2nd  

Christmas  
Holiday) 

27. Žaneta 
28. Bohumila 
29. Judita 
30. David 
31. Silvestr



16 — www.csalife.com - MARCH �0�3

Make Your St. Patrick’s Day Spread Green with Envy 

 
Freshen up your St. Patrick’s Day menu with easy, light sandwiches inspired by the traditional color of the festivities. These 
open-faced noshes can be perfect for lunch, snack time, or even as an appetizer for get-togethers with friends and family.  
 
Layered with a smooth cream cheese and mozzarella mixture then topped with crisp cucumber and a stem of green bell pepper, 
these St. Patrick’s Day Sandwiches are easy and cute, which makes them a fan favorite at nearly any green gathering. They’re 
also sprinkled with lemon juice to add a little acidity and create a nice, light bite.  
 
Plus, this recipe is quick to make. When you’re in a rush to get everything on the table for the party, it’s easy to throw together 
and get on the platter in next to no time.  
 
The sandwiches pop off the plate with their bright, seasonal garnishes. While sure to attract attention and have your loved ones 
asking “Where did you get this idea?” they’re also an easy way to sneak a few vegetables into your kids’ diets.  

 
For more festive recipes and ideas at Culinary.net. 

 

St. Patrick’s Day Sandwiches 

Yield: 8 sandwiches 
 
8 ounces plain cream cheese spread, softened 
1 cup finely shredded mozzarella cheese 
salt 
4  English muffins 
24 slices cucumber 
8 thin slices green pepper 
fresh cilantro leaves 
lemon juice 
lemon slices, for garnish (optional) 
 
In bowl, mix cream cheese spread and mozzarella 
cheese and salt well. 
 
Split English muffins in half. Cut each muffin half into 
shamrock shape. 
 
Spread cheese mixture over each muffin half. 
 
Place three cucumbers on each “shamrock,” one on 
each “leaf.” Use green pepper slice as stem. Place 
cilantro leaf on top of each sandwich.  
 
Sprinkle sandwiches with lemon juice and add lemon 
slices, for garnish, if desired.  
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Lucky Mint Brownie Perfection 

How lucky you must be to come across this recipe just in time for St. Patrick’s Day. This one is a twisted combination of mint 
and sweet chocolate that’s sure to have almost anyone’s taste buds screaming “yum.” This dessert might just be the pot of gold 
at the end of your rainbow this year.  
 
These mint brownies have three delicious layers. First, a supreme brownie on bottom. Then a fluffy, green mint layer that’s full 
of flavor and color. Last, but definitely not least, a chocolate layer on top made with chocolate chips, butter and a little whipping 
cream. All of these layers create a smooth, sweet, minty, bite-sized dessert perfect for any occasion but especially St. Patrick’s 
Day. The green mint color really pops off the plate, giving it some extra flare and an appetizing glow.  
 
To start, create the soft, chocolate filled brownie. Combine brownie mix, vegetable oil, one egg, water and the chocolate syrup 
pouch. Bake and cool completely. Then it’s time for some colorful, festive fun. Make the filling with powdered sugar, butter, 
whipping cream, softened cream cheese, a splash of peppermint extract and a few drops of green food coloring. Beat and pour 
over the cooled brownie pan. The last layer is simple. In a saucepan, melt whipping cream, chocolate chips, and butter until 
smooth. When it’s cooled to lukewarm, pour it over the filling for the final layer.  
 
Refrigerate the mint brownies for two hours before serving. Cut them into bite-size pieces for small chunks that will melt in 
your mouth.  
 

Find more seasonal dessert recipes at Culinary.net. 
Mint Brownies 
Servings: 9-12 
 
Nonstick cooking spray 
1 box supreme brownie mix with chocolate 
syrup pouch  
3 tablespoons water 
1/3 cup vegetable oil  
1 egg  
 
Filling: 
3 1/2 cups powdered sugar 
1/4 cup butter, softened 
1/4 cup whipping cream 
5 ounces cream cheese, softened 
1/2 teaspoon peppermint extract 
5 drops green food color 
 
Topping: 
1/2 cup whipping cream 
1 bag (12 ounces) chocolate chips 
1/2 cup butter  
 
Heat oven to 350 F. Spray 8-by-8-inch pan with nonstick cooking spray.  
 
In large bowl, mix brownie mix, water, oil, and egg until combined. Pour into prepared baking pan. Bake 35 minutes. Cool 
completely, about 1 hour. 
 
To make filling: In large bowl, beat powdered sugar, butter, whipping cream, cream cheese, peppermint extract, and food color-
ing. Spread over cooled brownies. Refrigerate 1 hour, or until set. 
 
To make topping: In saucepan, melt whipping cream, chocolate chips, and butter until smooth. Cool until lukewarm, about 10 
minutes. Pour over filling; spread to cover. Refrigerate 2 hours, or until set. 
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Interested in Bowling? 
    

We need  
bowlers  

for the  
National  
Bowling  

Congress.   
 

Email  
kdeegan@csalife.com

The leprechaun has been classed as a “solitary fairy” by the 
writer and amateur folklorist William Butler Yeats. Yeats was 
part of the revivalist literary movement greatly influential in 
“calling attention to the leprechaun” in the late 19th century. 
 
It is stressed that the leprechaun, though some may call it 
fairy, is clearly to be distinguished from the Aos Sí (or the 
‘good people’) of the fairy mounds. The leprachaun is thought 
to only engage in pranks on the level of mischief, and requir-
ing special caution, but in contrast, the Aos Sí may carry out 
deeds more menacing to humans. 
 
This identification of leprechaun as a fairy has been consigned 
to popular notion by modern folklorist Diarmuid Ó Giolláin. Ó 
Giolláin observes that the dwarf of Teutonic and other tradi-
tions as well as the household familiar are more amenable to 
comparison. 
 
According to William Butler Yeats, the great wealth of these 
fairies comes from the “treasure-crocks, buried of old in war-

time,” which they have 
uncovered and appropriated. 
According to David Russell 
McAnally the leprechaun is 
the son of an “evil spirit” 
and a “degenerate fairy” and 
is “not wholly good nor wholly 
evil.” 
 
Although his dress may vary by region, he is about three feet 
high, and is dressed in a little red jacket or roundabout, with 
red breeches buckled at the knee, gray or black stockings, and 
a hat, cocked in the style of a century ago, over a little, old, 
withered face. Around his neck is an Elizabethan ruff, and 
frills of lace are at his wrists. On the wild west coast, where 
the Atlantic winds bring almost constant rains, he dispenses 
with ruff and frills and wears an overcoat over his pretty red 
suit, so that, unless on the lookout for the cocked hat, one 
might pass a Leprechawn on the road and never know it! 

Lephrechaun or Fairy?
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District Council

District Council No. 9,                    
Southeastern Ohio – Greetings from 
Southeastern Ohio District Council No. 
9!  We met on February 12, Super Bowl 
Sunday (who does that?), for our quar-
terly get-together.  At the time the meet-
ing date was decided, we weren’t aware 
of the significance of that date. The 
meeting was hosted by Lodge Belmont 
No. 251.  Special guests in attendance 
were Brother Director Terry Placek, 
Kathy Placek, Jean Placek, and Vince 
Shulin—all of Lodge Groveton No. 4 in 
Pennsylvania.   
     Brother Placek gave the membership 
an update of the finances, activities, and 
general state of our society.  It sounds as 
if we are moving forward in a positive 
direction.  We were especially excited to 
hear of the newly proposed interest rates 
for annuities.  Do you know someone 
who would benefit from a CSA mem-
bership?  It is a great time to help a 
loved one make that step toward plan-
ning for their future. 
     Lodges gave updates of their recent 
activities and noted some of the charities 
in which they will be doing volunteer 
work in the upcoming year.  Churches, 
food pantries, service to CSA brothers 
and sisters, donations to our scholarship 
fund, and aid to animal shelters, ethnic 
groups, and clubs/teams geared toward 
young people seem to be the most popu-
lar.  All members were encouraged to 

keep up the good work in the new year 
and submit those volunteer hours for 
matching funds.  It’s so great that our 
volunteer hours combined with charita-
ble donations can help yield even more 
money for our charities of choice.  
Thank you, CSA Home Office! 
     We were all surprised with special 
treats that Sis Jean Placek brought in for 
the meeting. Members had their taste 
buds delighted with her Pineapple 
Upside-Down Cake and Angel Food 
Cake served with vanilla crème and 
sautéed blueberries.  Jeanie is always so 
good to our members!  Other delicacies 
she has blessed us with in the past 
include dumplings and sauerkraut, cab-
bage rolls, and strawberry poke cake to 
name a few.  Thanks, “Toots”! 
     Another special treat was the fellow-
ship we got to share with our friend and 
CSA Brother Vince Shulin from 
Pennsylvania.  It’s been some time since 
we had the pleasure of Vince’s company.  
He always has the best stories and often 
takes us down “memory lane” as we 
reminisce of CSA days in our past.  
Brother Vince, a proud United States 
veteran, had the distinguished job of 
holding our flag as we recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance to begin our meet-
ing.  We hope to see you again soon, 
Vince! 
     Lodge No. 121 gifted each family 
represented at the meeting with a 

Valentine’s Day favor.  Members 
received a painted wooden sign with a 
heart saying, “Be Mine!” Please enjoy 
viewing our pictures of Kathy Placek, 
proudly displaying samples of mother-
in-law Jean’s cakes; Terry Placek, 
thoughtfully giving his Director ’s 
Report with wife, Kathy, by his side; 
and Brother Vince, U.S. veteran, proud-
ly displaying our country’s flag.   
     We wish all of you a happy, healthy 
month of March.  Happy St. Patrick’s 
Day!  Happy St. Joseph’s Day!  

Proud to be a CSA member, 
Sister Wendy Kurtz Lovell 

Vice-President 
District Council No. 9 

Visiting with Vince            
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Anyone who has attended Get-Together or Convention in the 
last 20 years knows Frank Zabransky. He was a regular 
attendee. As soon as Frank was settled in the hotel, he would 
seek out a piano and immediately start playing for all who 
were around. He is our “Piano Man”. Everything he plays, 
from Czech songs to classical music and pop tunes, he plays 
from memory. 
 

Frank lived all his life in the house in which he was born in 
Little Ferry, New Jersey. The house was flooded and he lost 
his car in Hurricane Sandy. But the house was repaired and he 
got a new car and continued on. 
 
Frank is a lifelong member of CSA. He served as Vice 
President of Lodge Bratri od Sazavy for several years and 
lodge delegate to Get-Togethers and Conventions. He was 
also an active member of American Sokol Little Ferry as well 
as President of the Little Ferry Historical Society. 
 
During World War II, Frank served in the Army Medical 
Corps. The transport ship he was on from England landed in 
France just after D-Day. After the war he worked for Roche, 
the pharmaceutical company. 
 
A few years ago Frank moved to an assisted living facility in  
Wall, New Jersey, closer to family. We are told that once a 
week he entertains his fellow residents with his amazing piano 
skills. They call him their “Piano Man”, but he is ours. We had 
him first! 
 
We are looking forward to celebrating Frank’s 100th birthday 
in April 2023. 
 
 

Meet the Member

Lodge Mile Hi Czechs No. 432, Lakewood, Colorado – We 
have been setting records for cold weather and snow in 
February. We enjoyed a wonderful annual dinner hosted at the 
home of Irma Farrel assisted by Mary Ellen Vialpondo.  The 
tables were set with tablecloths, cloth napkins, and china.  It 
was very elegant. The menu was astonishing.  Mary Ellen 
made sauerkraut and two kinds of dumplings, Irma made pork 
roasts and red cabbage, and discovered kolache in her freezer 
that turned out to be delicious!  We almost didn’t have it on 
the planned date due to a snowstorm the day before the event. 
But, the sun came out and the snow evaporated and Matt 
Koski was able to attend and install our new officers.  
     Back to ending my story on how and why our members 
joined; it is usually a friend telling a friend.  Mary Lou 
Bennington and Donna and Jack Griffin belonged to 
Friendship Force.  Mary Lou mentioned the lodge to Donna 
and Jack and they came and both joined. Jack is a former 
marine from the Korean War. Donna, at her local swim class, 
chatted with Dot Fox, and she and her husband Ron are mem-
bers. We have several cradle members who had no choice in 
the matter!  Paula Cifka, daughter of Tony and Cecil, became 
a child member as did Sandy Doe and her three siblings.  Her 

father was Dr. Amresh.  Last, but not least joining as a child 
member was Janet Farar, daughter of Anne and Russ Farar.  
All three are still involved!  Oops!  I almost forgot to say how 
I joined the lodge!  My art teacher, Barbara Tobiska, invited 
me to come when she found out I was of Slovak heritage.  I 
was always too busy. After about ten years of invitations, I 
finally attended an annual meeting.  I met so many nice, kind, 
and interesting people that I joined the lodge in 1989! 
      Our tentative 2023 spring schedule is as follows.  The 
February Bingo and popcorn was cancelled due to a funeral at 
St. Bernadette’s, our meeting place.  St. Bernadette’s has been 
hosting the homeless in their basement, giving them a place to 
stay and feeding them, during the sub zero weather we have 
been having.   
     Our March meeting will be at our favorite Italian restau-
rant, and in April, we are going to a new Polish restaurant in 
North Denver to sample their ethnic food. We are all looking 
forward to participating in the Get-Together we are hosting 
the first weekend of August! 
     Stay warm and well, 

Your faithful Scribe, 
Pat Kenning

Friends Telling Friends
Lodge Happenings
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Lodge Woodrow Wilson No. 377, 
Brookfield, Illinois – Sending many 
good wishes to Ray Mentzer as he starts 
a new job at the Smithsonian 
Conservation Biology Institute (SCBI). 
Ray will be a Field Technician in the 
National Ecological Observatory 
Network (NEON) program of the 
National Science Foundation, managed 
by Battelle Institute. SCBI is the 
research arm of the Smithsonian 
National Zoo, conducting conservation 
and educational programs. During this 
9-month position, Ray will be housed on 
the 3200-acre SCBI campus in Front 
Royal, Virginia – just a stone’s throw 
from beautiful Shenandoah National 
Park. Responsibilities of his position 
include small mammal trapping and 
beetle, tick, and mosquito monitoring. 
Ray also is looking forward to exploring 
his new surroundings in that region, 
including visiting our nation’s capital, 
only 1½ hours away. We all join the 
Mentzer/Dropka family in celebrating 
this exciting opportunity for you, Ray! 
     Congratulations to Chris Laukant on 
completing his Bachelor of Science 

degree in Allied Health Science, with 
specialty in Paramedicine, from 
Northern Arizona University! As you 
might guess, I have particular reason to 
be proud of Chris, but especially 
because he accomplished this while also 
working full-time – sometimes multiple 
positions – as a firefighter and para-
medic. You might guess how grueling 
the work schedule of a first responder 
can be, which makes his perseverance to 
complete this degree a truly impressive 
achievement, in my book. Grampa Ray 
Hemzacek, aunt Beth Hemzacek, sister 
Amanda, and parents, Rolf and I, all are 
so very proud to share this news. 
     I hope that we might see some of you 
at upcoming meetings – either in-person 
or via Zoom; please let me know if you 
need to be looped in! 

Fraternally, 
Jean Hemzáček Laukant    
hemzacek.j@gmail.com  

630-915-9745   
 
 
 

Lodge Happenings
Another Round of Good News 

Firefighter-Paramedic and new 
graduate, Chris 

Ray (pictured far right) gets a send-off from (L-R) Mike, Cary, Kamila, and Missy.
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Lodge Happenings
Collecting Children’s Books
Lodge Century of Progress/Bila Hora, 
No. 231, Cicero, Illinois – Our lodge 
met on January 11, 2023 and learned the 
new password for the year.  The minutes 
for our December meeting at PJ 
Klemm’s restaurant were presented and 
accepted without exception.  Also 
accepted was the Treasurer’s Report.  
Valentines, including a little something, 
were sent in February to the children of 
lodge members.  Lodge members voted 
to make contributions to the Honor 
Flights and to the American Friends of 
the Czech Republic. 
     No meetings were held for the 
Bohemian National Cemetery,  Cultural 
Division, and District No. 12.  There 
was a T.G. Masaryk School Board meet-

ing recently. 
     Following the Treasurer’s Report, 
Roberta Kulik who teaches ballet class-
es to children, visited the Hodgkins 
Public Library in Hodgkins, Illinois.  
The purpose of her visit was to collect 
children’s books for her classes, which 
the library distributes free.  She tries to 
get there at least once a month to make 
her selections.  Her ballet classes are so 
appreciative of these happy little gifts. 
To learn more about the library, check 
the internet. 
     It was also learned that Dolores 
Klejko gathered Christmas song books 
and, together with Ed Slavik, led mem-
bers of the St. Alberts Senior group and 
the Seniors on the Go in Christmas 

songs.  Also, during our Christmas 
lodge meeting at Klemm’s, they led our 
group and others in the restaurant in 
song. 
     During this meeting, our officers 
were sworn in by Ken Dvorsky:  
President Dolores Klejko, Vice 
President Nita Natkowski, Secretary Ed 
Slavik, and Treasurer Roberta Kulik 
(pictured). 
     This Scribe learned of the birth of 
Isabella Wren Welk (pictured), born to 
Alexander (Roberta’s grandson) and 
Sara Welk on September 21, 2022 .  
This child is Roberta’s sixth great-
grandchild.  Wow! 

Respectfully submitted, 
Elaine Tejcek 
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Yankee-Jungmann No. 77, North Riverside, Illinois 
– Our January meeting was held via Zoom. There were 12 
members total in attendance. With the holidays winding down, 
we started to talk about events for the coming year, including 

the CSA Photo Contest and the CSA Get-Together. 
     Once again, our lodge sent out Valentines to its youth 
members, 46 this year. Thanks to Chuck Janda for making the 
copies. Also, thanks to Kathy Riha and Cathy Riha for stuff-
ing, addressing, and stamping the envelopes. 
     Wedding bells were ringing for the Dory (Calek) family in 
the fall of 2022. Congratulations to Matthew Dory and his 
bride, Alyssa Iadanza, who got married in September (pic-
tured bottom left). The intimate and elegant ceremony and 
reception were held in historic Mt. Vernon in the heart of 
Baltimore, MD. Matthew’s younger brother Daniel Dory and 
his bride Morgan (Walgamuth) were married a few weeks 
later in October (pictured bottom right). Their wedding was 
held in a rustic setting along the banks of the Apple River in 
Somerset, WI. Friends and family, including Anne Calek and 
husband David Lockery, Joe Calek, and parents of the grooms, 
Rich and Alice Dory, attended the weddings. Matt and Dan are 
the grandsons of Mildred Calek (deceased June 2022).  

Fraternally, 
Mary Ellen Janda 

Wedding Bells Were Ringing - Twice!
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Groveton No. 4, Coraopolis, Pennsylvania – Hello 
Brothers and Sisters.   
     Congratulations to Michael ‘Big Mic’ Lewicki on his 
retirement after almost 40 years of dedication and hard work! 
His company even threw a big party to celebrate this mile-
stone! Mic was joined by his wife, Tammy, and their children, 
Krystle and Mickey. Happy retirement, Big Mic! Now, 
Fridays aren’t the best day of the week anymore… they all 
are! We hope your retirement is filled with nothing but joy, 

happiness, and spending more time with your grandkids!  
     Lodge Groveton meets at 7 p.m. the first Wednesday of 
every month at Groveton Firehall. Our March meeting 
involved a Soup Cookoff, and the winner will be revealed in 
next month’s Journal! For more information on lodge meet-
ings, please contact Terry Placek at tfpplace@verizon.net.  
     We hope everyone stays safe and healthy.   

Fraternally,   
Sis. Hunter Rae Yurkovich  

Happy Retirement, Big Mic! 
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Sokol Pilsen No. 434, Oak Brook, Illinois – The 
month of January 2023 was a very active month for Lodge 
Sokol Pilsen. We celebrated our Vice President’s wife’s birth-
day. The birthday party was attended by the Vice President’s 
family, which is about 90 percent of Lodge Sokol Pilsen.  It 
was a great party and what made it great was that Vice 
President Frank Francis and his wife Mary Lou’s grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren attended. That is the generations 
that attended Mary Lou’s birthday.    
     The next event was the baptism of our lodge member Mike 
Malusa Jr.’s daughter, Sienna.  The family attending this bap-
tism again was comprised of about 90 percent of Lodge Sokol 
Pilsen members.  Everyone had an enjoyable time. 
     The third event was two-fold. Lodge Sokol Pilsen gained a 
new member, Cooper Anderson Bultas, and made a donation 
to T. G. Masaryk Czech School in Cicero, Illinois, to help con-
tinue educating our children in the Czech language and cul-
ture. A new teacher from the Czech Republic, Kristyna 
Horackova, has started a new class, Klub Masarýček, for 
preschool children.  Visit T. G. Masaryk on Facebook to see 
all the activities the school provides. The school has 70 chil-
dren and over 50 adults being taught online and in classrooms. 
The online students are from Minnesota, Texas, and Canada.   
     March 12, 2023 will mark the one year anniversary of 
Amanda Papuga’s death. A few weeks before her death, 
Amanda received an offer from a publishing company to write 
a book about her right to play basketball at Lyons Township 

High School, the school she transferred to her junior year. The 
book title is “The Tale of Two Courts.” More about Amanda’s 
story in upcoming issue. She is very missed. 
     The month of January 2023 was quite eventful! 

Andy Bultas     

Event Filled Start of the New Year
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Lodge Kruh Osvojenych Zen a Panu 
No. 121, Dillonvale, Ohio – “What’s in 
a name?  That which we call a rose by 
any other name would smell as sweet.” 
So goes the famous quote from 
Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet.”  As a 
high school senior back in the day, I can 
still see the essay question on Mrs. 
Goodrich’s Literature test—asking what 
that quote meant to me.  At that time, 
my immediate thoughts were of my dad 
who was named James Michael Kurtz.  
He was named after his father, James.  
My Grandma Kurtz called him 
“Jimmy”—which was how I always 
remember her addressing him.  Dad’s 
friends called him, “Shammy” because 
my dad was a true “car guy” and spent 
all his free time shining up his ’57 
Chevy with a clean, soft Shammy rag.  
As for my mom, she just called him Jim.  
To his nephews, Rusty and Christopher, 
he was Uncle Jim.  And to his sister, 
Mariann, he was Brother.  Some of my 
brother Brad’s friends even called him 
“Sarge”—because, well, he liked to be 
in charge.  His grandchildren, Amanda 
and Elijah, lovingly called him 
“Poppie.”  This one man was known by 
so many different names.  How many 
people do you know that have more than 
one name that they answer to? 
     When we met back in February for 
our lodge meeting (after the D.C. No. 9 
meeting), our lodge brother, “Jack” 
(John) Snider enjoyed sharing the fea-
tures of his new home camera system 
with us.  Living out in the country, as 
many of us do, Jack and his wife, 
Bonnie (Bonita) Snider, felt that having 

a home security system would be a great 
benefit to them.  So, thanks to their son, 
Gary, they got some help setting things 
up and now they can literally see the 
view out their front door—among other 
places on their property.  You can see 
Jack pictured with his cell phone proud-
ly showing us his front door view.  
Thank you, Jack, for reminding us that 
no matter what, we can always learn 
something new!  Thanks for showing us 
the highlights of your new system. 
Enjoy your new toy! 
     Brother Gary Lovell was able to 
“hand-off” our recent pill bottle collec-
tion to Brother Director, Terry Plack, 
and Lodge Brother Vince Shulin who 
both came to visit us representing Lodge 
Groveton No. 4.  Lodge Sisters Jean 
Placek and Kathy Placek were also 
along for the visit.  It was a joy welcom-
ing them and spending the afternoon 
together! 
     Our lodge voted to donate to the 
CSA Scholarship Fund to help get the 
year started off in a positive direction!  
Education is always a great investment!  
Hopefully, all our eligible youth mem-
bers have submitted their scholarship 
applications as we are nearing the dead-
line soon. 
     Lodge No. 121 members were given 
a Valentine’s treat bag in recognition of 
Valentine’s Day and for their participa-
tion in our fraternal activities and 
games.  It’s always a good time when 
we are together!  Treats were also sent 
out to the home of Brother Chuck and 
Sister Mariann Ebright.  We wish them 
both well and are hopeful that they will 

be back with us soon!    
     What really is in a name?  I ended up 
answering that essay question in a way 
that satisfied Mrs. Goodrich and my 
desire for a good test grade.  My 
response went something like this…
Your name matters, but oddly enough-- 
it really doesn’t.  Whether my dad was 
called James, Jimmy, Jim, Shammy, 
Brother, Uncle, Sarge, Dad, or Poppie, 
he was who he truly was at the core.  
Regardless of how someone addresses 
you—your values, beliefs, and personal-
ity remain the same.  Your essence—all 
that makes you who you are—stays con-
stant.  When a new wife takes on her 
husband’s last name, she really doesn’t 
change—only her name does.  So, 
whether your last name is Montegue 
(Romeo) or Capulet (Juliet), you are 
who you are.  Period.  But, as Mrs. 
Goodrich reminded our senior class…
always try to honor those special people 
who share your name by upholding 
good moral character and making posi-
tive choices.  Bless her soul, she really 
tried to help us become good human 
beings!   
     Regardless of your name… Kurtz, 
Ebright, Snider, Shinkarow, Placek, 
Shulin, Lovell — you are special!  
Happy St. Joseph’s Day!  Happy St. 
Patrick’s Day!  Please remember to 
check on someone you love today. 
     Blessings to you and yours, 

Sister Wendy Plechaty Pospisil 
Yodushock Kurtz Lovell 

 
 
 

Lodge Happenings
What’s In a Name?
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TO CONTINUE CSA’S TRADITION OF 
ASSISTING OUR YOUNG MEMBERS 
IN PURSUING THEIR EDUCATION 
      Lodge Svetlo No. 277                                                     
                                                                                              
IN MEMORY OF WAYNE WOLF 
      Emil “Sonny” Wolf, Jr.                                                   
                                                                                                     
 

IN MEMORY OF JAMES F. CROSBY 
      Lodge Brookfield No. 475                                                      
 
Total Donations                                        $610.00 
                                                                                             
                                           
                                                                                 
   
 

Scholarship Fund Report
January 10, 2023 - February 10, 2023

Lodge Brookfield No. 475, Brookfield, 
Illinois – We have elected officers for 
2023 and are preparing for an installa-
tion ceremony at our next meeting.  
Paperwork has been submitted for the 
Lodge Recognition Program and we are 

actively planning activities for the 
upcoming year. 
      Meanwhile, we would like to con-
gratulate Michelina Spano, who current-
ly is a junior at Downers Grove South 
High School.  She has been a member of 
the Varsity dance team since freshman 
year.  Recently, Michelina competed 
with her teammates at a high school 
dance conference of local schools in the 

area.  Her team finished in second place.  
Michelina is the granddaughter of Fred 
and Dolores Chiappetta. 
      Lodge Brookfield has been meeting 
at the CSA Home Office on the second 
Tuesday of the month at noon.  If you 
are in the area, please do drop in. 

Fraternally, 
Kimberly Silhan 

Congratulations, Michelina
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Cleveland Chapter No. 219, 
Cleveland, Ohio – We hope everyone 
had a wonderful Valentine’s Day!  We 
actually had our meeting on Valentine’s 
Day!  A big thank you goes out to 
Freddie for the candy and to Kathy for 
candy and delicious dessert.  We also 

sang “Happy Birthday” to Kathy for her 
February birthday. 
     We took a vote and our two charities 
will be DTJ Taborville and the local bat-
tered women’s facility.  We will also be 
donating school supplies, etc. to 
Providence House in August.  

     Bowling is going very well, but 
Joanie and Judy will not be able to bowl 
for a few weeks.  Everyone has a great 
time bowling and gets along very well.   
     We took a moment of silence for 
three members who have passed away. 
     We received information about a 
Velky Raffle that will help repair the 
American-Czech Educational Center in 
St. Louis, Missouri.  Tickets are $100.00 
each; the Grand prize is $5,000.00.  
Contact Matt Stasa at 314-606-1453 for 
tickets.  The drawing will be on April 
15, 2023. (See page 7 for details.) 
     Our member, Sue Garofalo, brought 
her daughter Meredith to our meeting.  
Meredith is a meteorologist in the New 
York City area.  Welcome, Meredith! 
     Our 50/50 raffle was won by Dolores 
and Sue.  We played some fun rounds of 
bingo with lots of winners. 
    Tony and Judy Genco attended Lodge 
Paramount/Southgate’s meeting in 
January.  They also audited the District 
Council books while there.   
     Our next meeting is on March 14 at 
the Parma Heights Library. 

Fraternally yours, 
Judy (Sevcik) Genco 

 
 

Supporting DTJ Taborville and Battered Women

Fraternal Well 
Wishes 

 
Joanie Sapp 

Lodge Cleveland Chapter  
No. 219 

 
Judy Genco  

Lodge Cleveland Chapter  
No. 219 
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In Memoriam
Claim Name             Lodge Location Date of Death Age   
55042 Unghajer, Naomi M. 4 BRIDGEVILLE, PA 10/17/2022 91 
55044 Tarr, Rodney B. 4 LATROBE, PA 01/15/2023 82 
55054 Laukin, Armella I. 4 BEL AIR, MD 12/22/2022 98 
55055 Moore, Homer M. 4 RECTOR, PA 01/05/2023 86 
55059 Balentine, David S. 4 PITTSBURGH, PA 12/15/2022 91 
55075 Briggs, Paul A. 66 NAPERVILLE, IL 01/25/2023 75 
55039 Domansky, Libbie 77 VACAVILLE, CA 12/12/2022 96 
55048 Wilk, Mila J. 77 HICKORY HILLS, IL 10/26/2022 89 
55065 Gasa, Roger J. 99 POINCINA, FL 11/28/2022 76 
55033 Jeskey, Patricia A. 121 ADENA, OH 12/12/2022 83 
55053 Doty, Marvin C. 137 WILLIAMSBURG, IA 11/03/2022 86 
55060 Sirowy, Roger J. 137 CEDAR RAPIDS, IA 01/14/2023 90 
55070 Skapik, Agnes M. 157 ST. LOUIS, MO 10/20/2022 99 
55041 Chaiko, Theodore 211 HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON, NY 01/02/2023 68 
55043 Slanec, Sharon M. 219 CLEVELAND, OH 03/07/2022 60 
55050 Kawiecki, Walter G. 219 TAMPA, FL 11/14/2022 92 
55057 Slanec, Sharon M. 219 CLEVELAND, OH 03/07/2022 60 
55073 Kolar, Louis C. 219 RENO, NV 07/12/2022 91 
55037 Janacek, Joseph C. 231 BOULDER CITY, NV 05/07/2020 91 
55064 Janusz, Donna L. 231 STICKNEY, IL 11/07/2022 73 
55062 Ledvina, Marilyn A. 279 ELBERON, IA 01/04/2023 90 
55077 Verba, Marian 310 BELLAIRE, OH 02/04/2023 94 
55035 Vallie, Mary L. 366 CHUCKEY, TN 04/10/2019 91 
55068 Wiegand, Janet M. 366 LEONARD, MI 01/18/2023 69 
55058 Kiel, Henry 372 SAGAMORE HILLS, OH 01/07/2023 92 
55032 Ebenroth, Lawrence E. 377 OAK FOREST, IL 01/12/2023 82 
55072 Stoner, Norman 388 NORTH LIBERTY, IA 12/20/2022 87 
55040 Kasnow, Harry 408 SEMINOLE, FL 12/21/2022 95 
55067 Austin, Shirley M. 408 ST. LOUIS, MI 01/26/2023 93 
55051 Kristovic, Robert A. 409 CHICAGO, IL 01/11/2023 75 
55056 Crawford, George 422 NEW YORK, NY 01/21/2023 89 
55063 Belsan, Joseph F. 422 FAIRFAX , VA 01/06/2023 81 
55030 Janiak, William J. 452 KENNEBUNK, ME 12/05/2022 93 
55038 Sears, Christine K. 452 WILLINGTON, CT 12/31/2022 94 
55049 Nudera, Richard 458 CHONBURY THAILAND TH 08/30/2016 71 
55045 Vasicek, Fred F. 459 CORUNNA, MI 12/01/2022 89 
55036 Huggins Sr., Lewis C. 463 ROYAL PALM BEACH, FL 12/19/2022 66 
55069 Kubesh, Arnold 463 GORE, VA 07/14/2022 85 
55034 Falesnik, Bessie M. 479 STOCKBRIDGE, GA 10/26/2022 97 
55052 Brooks, Silvia 481 MOUNT LAUREL, NJ 12/26/2022 83 
55066 Robinson, Irene 481 PLAINFIELD, NJ 12/30/2022 81 
55071 Monczyn, Krystyna 481 TOMS RIVER, NJ 01/25/2023 84 
55076 Linares, Manuel 481 ELIZABETH, NJ 01/15/2023 82 
55061 Hale, Anna 484 DRUMS, PA 07/06/2022 90 
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In Memoriam
Lodge Prokop Velky No. 137 member 
Joseph “Joe” Konecny Jr., 89, of 
Cedar Rapids, passed away Friday, 
February 10, 2023. Burial with military 
honors was held at Czech National 
Cemetery.  
     Survivors include his loving wife of 
69 years, Betty; children, Scott (Laurie), 
Susan and Rick; grandchildren, Brianne 
(Jason), Nicolette and Nicholas (Kaley) 
and great-grandchildren, Maddox and 
Hendrix. 
     Joe was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Joseph Sr. and Rose Konecny, a 

brother, and his grandparents. 
     Joe was born March 11, 1933 in rural 
Fairfax.  He graduated from Lisbon 
High School in 1951 and served three 
years in the U.S. Navy Reserves. 
     Joe worked at Lattner Boiler 
Company for 46 years as a receiving 
clerk and plant manager.  In his later 
years, he worked at Banjo Equipment in 
the accounting department. 
     Joe belonged to Lodge 13 W.F.L.A.  
He had also served as president of the 
Czech National Cemetery. 
     Joe played the piano and enjoyed 

singing.  He also enjoyed going to col-
lector shows and displaying his 1961 
Corvette at car shows.  Finally, he 
enjoyed playing cards and watching the 
Boston Red Sox and Green Bay 
Packers. 
     Military graveside services were con-
ducted by the Cedar Valley Detachment 
of the Marine Corps League and the 
Navy Funeral Honor Guard. 
     Memorial contributions may be 
given to Camp Courageous of Iowa. 
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge Svetlo No. 277, Caldwell, Texas 
– We met on Thursday, February 2, 
2023 at the home of Carolyn Vavra 
Doonan.  Six members were present:  
President Patsy Story called the meeting 
to order.  We discussed our Valentine 
charity to the nursing homes.  Susan 
Skrabanek reported that she had submit-
ted the 2022 Lodge Recognition 

Program paperwork to the Home Office 
and we should be receiving the Platinum 
Award.  Susan also brought supplies to 
make Valentine Cards to put in our treat 
bags for the residents at St. Joseph 
Manor and Copperas Hollow Nursing 
Facilities.  After our meeting, we 
enjoyed some delicious treats made by 
Carolyn.   
     Members Betty Suehs, Susan 
Skrabanek, Shirley Vavra, and Patsy 

Story met on Monday, February 13 to 
make the Valentine bags.  We assembled 
135 bags containing bananas, raisins, 
and soft peppermints.  We then enjoyed 
a pizza lunch before going to the facili-
ties to deliver the bags.  Due to health 
concerns, we weren’t able to go into the 
residents’ rooms but we presented them 
to the administrators for them to pass 
out.   

Susan Skrabanek 

Valentine Bags Made for Seniors
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Lodge Happenings

Lodge DuPage Pioneers/Edison, No. 
409, Westmont, Illinois – Our February 
meeting was called to order by President 
Linda Burton with 11 members present.  
Minutes were read along with other 
Committee reports. 
     Our first order of business was to 
decide what charities to support in 2023.  
After discussion, it was decided to 
include the CSA Scholarship Fund, West 
Suburban Food Pantry, Friends of 
Bohemian National Cemetery, and 
Relief for Earthquake Survivors in 
Syria/Turkey.  Dollar amounts will be 
determined at our next meeting. 
     Helene Schaefer and Annmarie Antos 
gave an up-to-date report on the status 
of Tabor Hills.  The former Board 
Secretary has stepped down to assume a 
different role.  The new Secretary, Alicia 
Landrum, was introduced.  The facility 
had a difficult 2022 with over 16 cases 

of COVID.  The situation is much better 
now and all are looking to 2023 for a 
much better year.   
     Tabor Hills’ Spring Luncheon will be 
held on Saturday, April 15.  This annual 
event features a delicious lunch fol-
lowed by entertainment – all for only 
$5.00!  Our newest member, Lisa 
Cassai, inquired about CSA’s relation-
ship with Tabor Hills.  The long history 
of CSA’s involvement in the facility, 
starting with The Bohemian Home in 
the City of Chicago, was explained. 
     Friends of Bohemian National 
Cemetery will hold their annual Spring 
meeting on May 21 at McCook 
Restaurant in McCook, Illinois.  No 
price has been determined as yet.  All 
are invited! You do not have to be a 
member of Friends to attend. New mem-
ber are always welcome.  
     Our Sis. Kelly Deegan was given a 

round of applause for the inclusion of 
the Lodge Recognition Program in the 
January Journal!  What a great idea to 
make the program a handy reference at 
meetings, enabling members to track 
their progress and points.  Thank you, 
Kelly! 
     Members discussed plans for meet-
ing activities in 2023 including food 
competitions, games, and outings.   
     Our Installation of Officers will take 
place at our March 13 meeting at the 
Home Office.  Bro. Matt Koski will do 
the honors. 
     Birthdays were acknowledged and a 
general fraternal discussion followed the 
meeting.  We wish Linda and Dale 
Burton a safe trip to visit her sister in 
Naples, Florida in March. 

Fraternally, 
Gerri Romanelli 

 

Installation of Officers Scheduled

Lodge Prokop Velky No. 137, Cedar Rapids, Iowa – We 
held our monthly meeting on February 2 and had a special 
retirement for our treasurer, Marj Nejdl, who has held this 
office in our lodge for 34 years.  She was presented with some 
beautiful flowers and a special card signed by our members.  
Congratulations to Marj on a lifetime of service to our lodge. 
Now, you can sit back and enjoy the meetings instead of 
working! 
     We had a potluck of soups and desserts.  I have to say my 
favorite was the cheese, broccoli, and cauliflower soup, but 
the potato soup and chili were awesome, too, along with the 
many desserts brought by everyone. 
     We had a couple of guests attending our meeting.  
Hopefully, they enjoyed the meal and meeting and decide to 
join us. 
     Please bring your ideas for a Spring trip so we can all 
decide what we want to get booked.  Also, your ideas on 
whether to stay at the earlier time for a lunch meeting or go 
back to the evening meetings are welcome.   
     See you next month! 

Fraternally Yours, 
Rai Ann Stratton 

Happy Retirement!
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Just Kids
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Czech to English
Send Just Kids your stories, riddles, etc. 

Mail: Just Kids, c/o the CSA Journal,  
P.O. Box 249, Lombard, IL 60148 

JJuusstt       KKiiddss

MARCH 
SHAMROCK 
NAMESDAY 
BIRTHDAY 
ST. PATRICK 

LUCK 
IRISH 
GOLD 
RAINBOW 
GREEN 

SPRING 
LEPRECHAUN

You Name It!

Březen……………………………….......…………….……..March 
January 23, Zdeněk…………………......………..Sidney (Zde-něk) 
February 4, Yarmila……………...….………Geraldine (Yar-mi-la) 
February 8, Milada………………......………….Mildred (Mil-a-da) 
March 12, Růžena………………........……..……..Rose (Rů-že-na) 
Maech 17, Vlastimil……............................…..patriotic (vlas-ti-mil) 
******March 17th is also celebrated as St. Patricks Day)****** 
April 24, Jiří………………….………….............……George (Ji-ří) 
April 27, Jaroslav………........……………………Jerry (Jar-o-slav) 
May 10, Blažena……………………....……….Blanche (bla-že-na) 
November 19, Alžběta………………..………Elizabeth (Alž-bě-ta) 



Participants may send only one (1)  
submission max per each of the four (4) 
categories. A member will only be 
allowed to win up to two (2) categories 
max.

Submitted photograph(s) must be taken 
by a CSA member in the year 2022 or 
2023.  No professional or studio photos 
will be considered, as this is an ama-
teur contest.

You may submit any size photo (up to 
8X10), unmounted, in black and white 
or color. The photo must be submitted 
as is; no retouching or Photoshopping.


