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President’s Piece
Lots of Things Going On!
Brothers and Sisters,

Happy March and happy Spring to all!
I hope everyone is healthy and doing
well. As I mention frequently, we’re
usually pretty busy around here in the
Home Office. Sure enough, March
2022 is no different.

We just finished wrapping up the
accounting for 2021, and I’m happy to
report that for the 10th year in a row,
we’ve completed a year with a net
gain from our Operations. Our surplus
is now over $4.2 million, with our
total capital nearly $5 million. We’re
doing well, we’re in a way better position than we were a decade ago, but as
I always remind anyone who listens,
there continues to be challenges
ahead. With that said, I have full confidence that our Officers, our Staff,
and our Board of Directors will continue to lead us in our renaissance.

Of course, with it being March, we
have to wish ourselves a Happy CSA
Birthday. We were founded 168 years
ago at Mottl’s Tavern in St. Louis.
That meeting at Mottl’s led to the
wonderful organization that we now
know as CSA Fraternal Life,
America’s oldest Fraternal Benefit
Society. So, Happy Birthday to us!

With it being 2022, we are only
months away from our 42nd
Quadrennial Convention. While our
Conventions have changed over the
years, it’s still the heart and soul of
who we are. Your Board of Directors
will be elected and we will be voting
on potential changes to our Bylaws. In
addition to the Convention, we’ll have
our Annual Get-Together, which we
all know is loads of fun. So, hopefully
you will be able to make some time to
be in Oak Brook, Illinois in early
August of this year to either be a part
of the Convention, or the GetTogether, or both!

Of course, it couldn’t be a Journal
article without some mention of
COVID, or post-COVID thoughts. I
do want to give another “shout out” to
our staff, who have been great over
these last two years. From going fully
remote in early COVID times, to
mostly back in the office in the summer of ‘21, back to mostly remote, to
now, with us evolving into a hybrid
model. We haven’t missed a beat,
which, in large part, is due to having
great people here in the office. So,
again thank you to them!

John J. Kielczewski
President

out if you have any questions, and as
always, thanks for your support over
the years.

Until next time...
Fraternally,
John J. Kielczewski, CLU, FLMI
President
CSA Fraternal Life

We’ll continue to plug away here in
Lombard. As always, feel free to reach

CSA Fraternal LifeCelebrating 168 Years!

Like us on Facebook
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Today’s Fraternal
All Good Things Must Come to an End
Dearest Brothers and Sisters,

Well, it is with a heavy heart that I have to say my goodbyes… or more so, see you later! As of March 4, I have formally departed from CSA Fraternal Life as Fraternal Director.
After spending 7 years in the Fraternal Department, I felt it
was time for new adventures and challenges. Making this
decision was not easy, and I have been filled with many emotions!

Our little organization here was established in 1854 as a way
to help lower to middle class Czechoslovak immigrants who
came to this country with very little. It was an invaluable
resource for my own family as well, who came to the United
States from then-Czechoslovakia five generations ago. So you
see, CSA Fraternal Life means a lot to me. I’m sure many of
you can relate, and you probably have your own personal stories, too!

When I think about it, March was an important month for me
during my time at the Home Office. I began working as
Fraternal Coordinator in March 2015, was promoted to
Fraternal Director following Gerri Romanelli’s retirement in
March 2017, and now in March 2022, I am embarking on a
new adventure. It almost feels like everything has come full
circle.
I have met some wonderful people along the way, and there
are so many to acknowledge for their assistance over the
years. I would be remiss if I did not recognize John
Kielczewski, Matt Koski, Helen Gaydusek, Gerri Romanelli,
Cynthia Hall, and the entire Board of Directors.

As a lifelong member of CSA Fraternal Life, I won’t be a
stranger. You might catch me at a future Get-Together,
Convention, or lodge meeting. In the meantime, if you’d like
to stay in touch, my email is amandasuelovell@gmail.com.
I’d love to hear from you!
Fraternally,
Sis. Amanda Sue Lovell
Fraternal Director
Lodge Kruh Osvojenych-Zen A Panu No. 121

Please send all lodge articles to:
csajournaleditor@gmail.com
by the 12th of the month prior.

Please address all fraternal inquiries to:
Kelly Deegan
kdeegan@csalife.com
1.800.543.3272 x 4307
Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com
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Message from the Secretary
How Many Companies Can Beat That Feat!
Greetings Brothers and Sisters,

CSA’s 168th anniversary is this
month. How many Fraternal Benefit
Societies or companies, in general,
can boast about that monumental feat?
CSA was founded before telephones
and automobiles, but even without
these conveniences, CSA still grew.
We should be proud and never forget
our founders. We are so used to picking up our cellphones to call, text, or
post. Our ability to communicate has
never been more effortless. Kudos to
those who came before us and displayed so much tenacity and were able
to spread CSA’s message!
The Home Office has seen a flurry of
activity the past month. We are wrapping up the yearend numbers, and as I
write this article, we are ready to
report them to various regulatory bodies. While that is easy for me to say,
the amount of work behind my statement is immense, and I offer my
appreciation to the folks in our
accounting, operations, and compliance areas for their focused effort. I
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must also mention the work provided
by our actuary and investment advisor.
These partners truly understand CSA’s
mission.

Let us strengthen our bond this year.
Please consider joining your fellow
members in Oak Brook, Illinois this
August for the fun of the Get-Together
that will be preceded by the business
of the Convention. Join us as a delegate or as an observer in the gallery.
The GTG Committee is hard at work
preparing for your arrival.

Heather and I had the pleasure of
attending the T-Fest in Vining, Iowa
last month. We were surprised at how
many people attended. All in attendance were happy to assemble for this
annual festivity and were reluctant to
leave. It was great to see that things
are starting to get back to normal.
Hopefully, we will see more events
begin to resurface in the coming
months.
It is March, so by the end of the
month, we should be able to get back

Matthew Koski
Executive Secretary/COO/CRO

outside and enjoy the weather. Join me
in raising a glass of Pilsner and saying
congratulations in honor of CSA’s
anniversary.

Fraternally,
Matthew Koski

Dome After Dark

Dobry Den Brothers and Sisters,
What an eventful month February was!
Tom and Loretta Ledvina organized the TFestival in Vining, Iowa. Unfortunately, I
was exposed to COVID, so I could not
attend, but I was told I missed a great
event and they had a huge crowd!
Although I had to miss the event this year,
I have already marked my calendar to
attend next year!
Classes are now in full swing, and I
have completed my midterm exams in
almost all my classes! This semester I
have some very interesting classes, including IE 348, where we learn about welding,
casting, and modeling. We just finished
our welding labs, where we got to try
MIG, TIG, Submerged Arc, and Flux Core
welding. I liked TIG and Flux Core the
best, and during the Flux Core lab, my
weld was the only one in our group to survive the tensile stress test, which pulls

Miss CSA

apart the welded material until the base
metal or the weld breaks. My weldment
broke in the base metal, which means that
my weld was strong!
In addition to classes, I have been interviewing for different summer internship
positions, and I just accepted a summer
internship with Collins Aerospace as a
Quality Engineer Intern! I am very excited, and I am looking forward to the opportunity to explore a new position at Collins!
Although this month has been very
busy, it hasn’t been all work and no play.
One weekend, my friends and I went to
the Des Moines Botanical Garden for

Dome after Dark. This is an event hosted
by the botanical garden where you get to
visit the garden at night! It was so much
fun to see the garden at night. They decorated the area with colorful lights, and the
reflection of the lights on the dome’s ceiling made it look like you were staring at
the stars.
I hope you all have a good month and
for a quick transition to spring as we leave
these winter months!
Fraternally,
Emily Nejdl
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85th Annual Get-Together

Oak Brook, Illinois, August 5 –7, 2022

There are only a few
months left until our
42nd Quadrennial
Convention (August 4)
and 85th Annual GetTogether (August 5 – 7),
and boy, is time moving fast!
We are very excited for these
events and hope you are planning to attend.

Registration packets will be mailed out in the near future to
each lodge. Each packet will contain a cover letter, registration form, deadline and payment sheet, advertisement form,
and raffle tickets. Please copy and share this information with
your lodge members. A copy of the registration form will also
be included in the Journal in the months ahead, and you will
be able to download the entire registration packet from the
CSA website (www.csalife.com) once available.

We encourage you to start your planning now for the 2022
Get-Together. Secure your hotel room(s) by contacting the
Chicago Marriott Oak Brook, (630) 573-8555, pass code
CSA. Our group room rate is $129 per night for single-occu-
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pancy rooms and $139 per night for double-occupancy rooms
(plus tax).

Our hotel is just steps away from the Oakbrook Shopping
Center, which has about 180 stores for you to enjoy. Feeling
hungry? There are over 60 different restaurants within walking distance of Greater Oak Brook’s corporate, hotel, and
shopping corridor. Visit www.oakbrookcenter.com to plan
your trip. We are also near the Oakbrook Terrace, Cantigny
Park, the Brookfield Zoo, the Drury Lane Theatre, and the
Morton Arboretum. Commuting through the city is made easy,
as we are just a short drive from Chicago O’Hare International
Airport, the Pace Bus Station, and the Metro Train Station.
More details and information will be provided in future
Journal issues. Call Director Ken Dvorsky at (708) 442-8513
if you have any questions as you make your plans for the 2022
Get-Together! We are looking forward to seeing you in
Chicagoland!
Warmest wishes,
2022 Get-Together Committee

85th Annual Get-Together
Discover Cantigny Park

Located in Wheaton, Illinois, Cantigny Park is the 500-acre
former estate of Colonel Robert R. McCormick, the longtime
editor and publisher of the Chicago Tribune. Robert R.
McCormick, born in 1880, lived on the grounds from the
1920s until his death in 1955. Cantigny is open to the public
and part of the Robert R. McCormick Foundation, a nonprofit
public charity based in Chicago. It was named after a small
village in France, where Colonel McCormick commanded an
artillery battalion in 1918 as a member of the U.S. Army’s
First Division. The Battle of Cantigny was America’s first victory in World War I.

Robert R. McCormick died in 1955 at age 74. His will established the Robert R. McCormick Charitable Trust and designated Cantigny as a public space for education and recreation.
This extraordinary gift, now part of the McCormick
Foundation, enriches the local community every day and is
enjoyed by more than 300,000 visitors each year. While many
people call the park “can-TIG-nee,” the proper pronunciation
is “can-TEE-nee.” The word is French and the “g” is silent.

Cantigny Park opened to the public in 1958. It is home to:
• The Robert R. McCormick Museum, a historic house museum interpreting the life and legacy of the Colonel. The mansion reveals the public and private sides of one of America’s
wealthiest and most philanthropic families. Note: the museum
is currently under renovation and will reopen in 2022.
• The First Division Museum, dedicated to the history of the

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com

“Big Red One,” the famed 1st Infantry Division of the U.S.
Army. Many exhibits are interactive and all of them provide
fascinating insights about America’s military, past and present.
• Cantigny Gardens, created in 1967 by renowned landscape
architect Franz Lipp. Nearly 30 acres of display gardens,
theme plantings and statuary render exceptional beauty in all
seasons.
• Visitors Center, featuring a popular scale model of the estate,
100-seat theater with welcome film, Le Jardin at Cantigny
Park (for banquets and weddings), Bertie’s Café, and the
Cantigny Shop.
• Education Center, a prairie-style building opened in 2010
that serves as the hub for more than 300 children’s programs,
youth group activities, Golden Oak Club meetings (for
seniors), fitness classes, horticulture workshops, art classes,
and more.
• Walking trails (nearly 3 miles) and spacious picnic area.
• Cantigny Golf, designed by Roger Packard and opened for
play in 1989. The 300-acre complex includes 27 scenic holes,
the year-round Cantigny Golf Academy, the 9-hole Cantigny
Youth Links and a full-service clubhouse with dining and banquet facilities.

Throughout the year, Cantigny is a host to numerous special
events, concerts, weddings, garden tours, museum tours, lectures, horticulture workshops, fitness classes, and more. Park
hours, directions, and a calendar of upcoming events can be
found online at www.cantigny.org. You are invited to enjoy
the Colonel’s gift! Visit Cantigny Park and walk through history, enjoy nature, and create lasting family memories while at
the 2022 Get-Together in Oak Brook, Illinois.
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Celebrating 168 Years of CSA

In the early months of 1854, Franklin
Pierce was president of the U.S. The
Civil War was seven years in the future.
Only 17 states within the eastern half of
the U.S. were settled; the rest of the
country was unorganized territory, and
large portions of Arizona and New
Mexico were still part of the Republic of
Mexico. The pony express was the
fastest method of communication, the
covered wagon was a major form of
transportation, and in St. Louis,
Missouri, an event would occur in
March that would affect the lives of
numerous Czechoslovak immigrants.

The port city of St. Louis was the center
of Czech life in America, mostly
because the Mississippi River was the
best river connection of the Eastern
seaboard and because there was an
established German community that the
early Czech settlers could relate to. A
group of 27 Czech immigrant men had
been using a local tavern called Mottl’s
(pictured below) as a gathering place to
talk about the issues of the day. One of
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those issues was that they realized a
need to provide some benefits for the
widows and orphans among themselves,
and another was the need for some
social activity for all the Czech immigrants in the St. Louis area. So on
March 4, 1854, these 27 men agreed to
form a mutual benefit society called the
Cesko-Slovanske
Podporujici
Spolecnost, which translates somewhat
as the Czecho-Slovak Protective
Society.

ideals of “Harmony, Equality, and
Fraternity,” just as the founders did.
Membership in CSA is open to all individuals of good character who meet certain age requirements, but we also continue to embrace our Czech and Slovak
roots.

Although the earliest requirement for
admission to the society was Czech heritage and a belief in a Supreme Being,
CSA’s current membership requirement
is that the individual should be of sound
character and be willing to uphold the

At the beginning of this article, there
was mention of the Civil War. There’s
an interesting sidenote to that. CSPS
postponed assessments and extended

In the early 1930s, representatives from
five Czech societies in the U.S. decided
to merge their operations into one large
organization, which was established as
the Czechoslovak Society of America,
and our name was changed to CSA
Fraternal Life in 1982.

Over time, our Czechoslovak Heritage
Museum, library, and archives grew,
with donations submitted by our faithful
members. It was founded in 1974 based
on a suggestion from CSA’s President at
the time, Frank Vodrazka, and one of
our Directors, Lillian Picha. Our collection included costumes, crystal, ceramics, crafts, art, historical items, and a
vast collection of the archives of CSA
and the other societies that merged with
us over the years.

(Continued on page 11.)

Celebrating 168 Years of CSA
(Continued from page 10.)
payment-due periods for all members
serving the U.S. during the Civil War—
which no other fraternal benefit society
can claim—and since that time we have
waived premiums for all CSA members
serving the U.S. during all wars and
major military conflicts.

It was probably in the 1950s and 60s
that a concentrated effort was made to
create a strong fraternal program that
would appeal to younger members at
that time. Up to that point, lodges were
responsible for their own activities and
local committees took care of things like
the National Bowling Tournament and
the annual meeting of English-speaking
Journal correspondents—an event that
morphed into the Get-Together, which
we still partake in today. This is where
the major changes have occurred in
CSA’s benefits to its members and to the
communities those members live in.

Like us on Facebook

Our original society was founded 168
years ago to provide its members financial protection and some social activity.
Since 1854, those two original principles haven’t changed. Being a nonprofit
fraternal, we can offer a lot of different
things that you just won’t find in any
insurance company. We don’t have
stockholders; we turn our profits into
more benefits for our members. If you

have friends or family members who are
thinking about purchasing life insurance
or looking for a worthy nonprofit organization to join, consider mentioning us
to them.

Cheers to 168 more
years of fraternalism!
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St. Joseph’s Day

Josef, or Joseph, is one of the most common names in the Czech Republic and
at one point was the most popular. This
was particularly true for the village of
Josefovice, which used to have at least
one Josef living in every one of its houses. The name is not on the top of name
popularity charts anymore, having given
way to names like Jakub, Adam, Tomáš,
Matyáš, or Filip. Around 200,000 Czech
men are still named Josef though, and
that makes it the sixth most used Czech
male name in general.
For these reasons, St. Joseph’s Day (Den
Svatého Josefa) or the Feast Day of St.
Joseph became a popular day of celebration for Czechs.
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St. Joseph’s Day

The holiday is more common in Europe
than America and Czechs share the holiday with the Polish and Italians, particularly Sicilians.

The feast of St. Joseph is celebrated
annually on March 19 in honor of St.
Joseph, the husband of Mary and stepfather of Jesus. This holiday takes place
during Lent, a time of fasting, and the
holiday is traditionally a meatless feast
in Europe. The tables may be filled with
dishes such as stuffed artichokes, pasta,
some fish, breads, cookies, pastries,
cakes, and other delicacies. The dishes
represent the same crops that St. Joseph
helped save for his people.

The Czech St. Joseph’s Day is historically a more subdued version of the
Irish St. Patrick’s Day and is celebrated
around the same time in March every
year. In contrast to the green of St.
Patrick’s Day, Czechs wear red, the
national color. In Cedar Rapids, Iowa,
festivities have occurred on the Saturday
closest to St. Joseph’s Day. The displayed photos were taken at the St.
Joseph’s Day Parade from 1981 and
1983.
“Saint Joseph’s Day.”
MyCzechRepublic.com. Web. 20 Feb
2022.

“St. Joseph’s Day in the Czech
Republic.” Clans410 on Wordpress. 18
Mar 2013. Web. 20 Feb 2022.

“What is St. Joseph’s Day?.” National
Czech and Slovak Museum & Library
(NCSML). Web. 20 Feb 2022.

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.com
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Casimir Pulaski Day

hold special events and outreach programs to commemorate the annual
observation.

Pulaski was born in Warsaw, Poland on
March 4, 1747. His father was one of
the founding members of the
Confederation of Bar, which began in
1768 and took up arms against Russia,
which controlled Poland at the time.
After his father’s death, Casimir took
over military command and his brilliance earned him an impressive reputation. However, it was not long before he
was accused of being involved in a plot
to kill the king and was forced into
exile.

On the first Monday of March we
remember Casimir Pulaski (March 6,
1745 – October 11, 1779), a
Revolutionary War cavalry officer born
in Poland as Kazimierz Pułaski. He is
praised for his contributions to the U.S.
military in the American Revolution and
is known as “the father of the American
cavalry.”
Casimir Pulaski Day is a legal observation in Indiana, Rhode Island,
Wisconsin, and especially in Illinois.
Although this is not a public holiday
where government and public offices,
businesses, and schools are closed for
the day, many cities and organizations
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Pulaski traveled to Paris and met
Benjamin Franklin, who enlisted him to
help in the American Revolution in
North America. He soon joined George
Washington’s army. His first military
engagement against the British troops
was at the Battle of Brandywine on
September 11, 1777. After a dashing
charge at Brandywine that allowed the
American army to escape from the
British, he was rewarded with a commission as brigadier general and the
command of all American cavalry.

In 1779, Pulaski and his troops broke
the British siege of Charleston, South
Carolina. He was then sent to Savannah
in a joint campaign with French allies.

Seeing the French attack failing, Pulaski
went into battle to rally the soldiers and
was hit by a shot from a cannon. He
died two days later (October 11, 1779)
and was buried at sea. The United States
Congress passed a joint resolution conferring honorary US citizenship on
Pulaski in 2009, sending it to the president for approval. President Barack
Obama signed the bill on November 6,
2009.
“Casimir Pulaski Day in the United
States.” Timeanddate.com. Web. 19 Feb
2022.

The History of St. Patrick

St. Patrick is known as the patron saint
of Ireland, and yet, he wasn’t born Irish.
He became an important part of the Irish
heritage, however, for his service across
Ireland in the 5th century.

St. Patrick was born to wealthy parents
in the latter half of the 4th century AD in
an English village called Bannavem
Taburniae. Although born into a
Christian family, St. Patrick had little
interest in religion. That would soon
change.

At the age of 16, Patrick was kidnapped
by a group of Irish raiders attacking his
family’s estate. He spent six years in
captivity as a sheepherder. He was lonely and scared, of course, so he turned to
his family’s religion for solace and
became a devout Christian.

He believed that God spoke to him in a
dream and told him to leave Ireland.
Patrick walked nearly 200 miles to the

coast to sail home to Britain. He was
reunited with his family, but he couldn’t
get the thought of Ireland and its people
out of his mind. In another dream, an
angel told him to return to Ireland to
spread the word of Christianity. After
over 15 years of religious training, he
returned to Ireland and began ministering and converting the Irish—who were
mostly Celtic Pagans—to Christianity.

The remarkable and respectful part of
this tale is that Patrick chose to incorporate traditionally Irish rituals into his
lessons of Christianity, therefore uniting
the two groups. For instance, he used
bonfires to celebrate Easter, considering
the Irish honored their gods with fire. He
also superimposed a sun—a powerful
Irish symbol—onto the Christian cross
to create the Celtic cross. St. Patrick
passed away on March 17, 461, but his
legend continued to spread. He became
a somewhat superhero of the Christian
faith and a symbol of Irish pride.

Did St.
Patrick Drive
the Snakes
Out of
Ireland?
St. Patrick’s Day celebrates the Irish
saint who supposedly chased Ireland’s
snakes into the sea. Is this true?

Although Ireland is one of the few
places on earth with no snakes, it’s an
unlikely tale. According to Nigel
Monoghan, expert in natural history at
the National Museum of Ireland, after
examining fossils and other evidence,
there were actually never any snakes
in Ireland.

Animals that reached Ireland before
the sea became an impassable barrier
included brown bears, wild boars, and
lynx, but snakes never made it. The
climate was simply too cold for reptiles.

This legend is most likely an allegory,
since snakes are symbols of evil. St.
Patrick came to Ireland to eradicate
“evil” pagan practices and spread
Christianity. However, no one or place
is ever safe. These loathsome reptiles
may be in Ireland’s future if pet owners accidently (or intentionally)
release them into the environment.
Owen, James. “Did St. Patrick Really
Drive Snakes Out of Ireland?.”
National Geographic. 15 Mar 2014.
Web. 20 Feb 2022.

“Who Was St. Patrick?.” History.com.
1 Mar 2019. Web. 20 Feb 2022.

Like us on Facebook
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Texas Independence Day

On March 2, Texans celebrate the adoption of the state’s independence declaration. It is an annual legal holiday in the
state of Texas, where it is a day off for
the general population, and schools and
most businesses are closed. March 2
also marks Texas Flag Day and Sam
Houston Day, although these are special
observances rather than legal holidays.

Texas Independence Day celebrations
are held in many cities and towns
throughout the state. The day is celebrated with festivals that include children’s activities, re-enactments, music,
and chili cook-offs. Other activities
include story-telling sessions about how
Texas won its independence from

Mexico and became a republic during
the 19th century. Many schools have
classroom lessons and activities about
the Texas Declaration of Independence
during this time of the year.

This holiday commemorates the adoption of the Texas Declaration of
Independence on March 2, 1836. This
event marked Texas’ independence from
Mexico. Sixty delegates from all over
Texas signed the declaration. Its language, in many ways, parallels the 1776
Declaration of Independence of the
United States, which is observed on
Independence Day (the Fourth of July).
The Republic of Texas was annexed to

the U.S. by joint resolution of the U.S.
Congress nine years after the Texas
Declaration of Independence was
signed. Congress then admitted Texas as
a constituent state of the Union on
December
29,
1845.
Texas
Independence Day is an official holiday
in Texas.

As mentioned previously, Sam Houston
Day is also observed on March 2, marking the birthday of the man who led the
Texans to victory over Mexican troops
at the battle of San Jacinto.

An important state historic site is the
Casa Navarro in San Antonio, Texas. It
was the home of Tejano patriot Jose
Antonio Navarro, who was influential in
the fight for Texas’ independence.
Another important site is the San Jacinto
Monument in La Porte, Texas, which is
built on the actual battleground where
Texas won its independence from
Mexico.
“Texas Independence Day in the United
States.” Timeanddate.com. Web. 20 Feb
2022.
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District Council
No Formal Bowl-o-Rama,
Please Bowl On Your Own

Northern Ohio Sports Committee – The Junior Bowl-oRama was scheduled for Sunday, April 24 at Yorktown Lanes.
Unfortunately, Yorktown has the city Masters Bowling
Tournament taking place that day. We tried to reschedule but
the earliest date they have available is in the middle of May.
We looked into holding it at another location. It was decided
that we do not have enough time to plan and coordinate a
proper event. Therefore, the decision was made that we will
not hold a formal Bowl-o-Rama this year. Children are still

encouraged to go out and bowl on their own. Entry forms can
be found on the back page of the Journal.
The Sports Committee is also looking for additional members to join us. Most of our committee members are getting
up in years and we are looking for some younger folks to take
over in the future.
Fraternally submitted,
Dusty Clark
President Northern Ohio Sports Committee

District Council No. 9, Southeastern, Ohio – Greetings from
District Council No. 9 in Southeastern Ohio! Our group came
together on February 13 at our usual meeting place. We were
happy to have Brother Director Terry Placek, along with his
wife, Kathy, and mother, Jean, in attendance with us. During
the business portion of our meeting, Brother Placek gave his
report. A discussion followed regarding the upcoming
Convention and Get-Together. Delegates will be receiving
more information in the upcoming weeks.
Terry was able to conduct our annual Installation of
Officers Ceremony at the conclusion of the meeting. Officers
of D.C. No. 9 and the other lodges represented were all
installed for the 2022 year. At the end of our meeting, we all
enjoyed some delicious Valentine’s cake made for us by Sister
Jean Placek. Thank you for your generosity, Jean! We hope
you enjoyed a happy Valentine’s Day!
Our deepest well wishes go out to Jean and Spike
Hendershot who weren’t able to attend our meeting. We hope

to see you at our next meeting which will be held Sunday,
May 15, at 1:00 p.m. in the Pizza Hut Social Room in St.
Clairsville, Ohio. All members are encouraged and welcome
to attend.
As we prepared to depart to our respective homes, lodge
members turned in pop tabs and pill bottles to Terry Placek for
his lodge and the Home Office respectively. We continue to
participate in these charitable collections. In closing, we
would like to wish all of you a happy, greatly anticipated onset
of spring.
Fraternally,
Sister Wendy Kurtz Lovell

Installation of Officers
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Lodge Happenings
Retirement Well Wishes to Frank Francis

Lodge Sokol Plzen No. 434, Oak Brook, Illinois – Our
lodge held a meeting on February 13, 2022 at the Malusa
home. Lodge President Andy Bultas congratulated Vice
President Frank Francis on his retirement. Bultas also discussed the 2021 Lodge Recognition Program. After completion of the paperwork required for the program, the lodge
qualified for the Gold Star Award which meant the lodge
would receive $350. Everyone was very pleased with the
results.
The next item discussed was the 42nd Quadrennial
Convention on August 4 and the 85th Annual Get-Together on
August 5–7 at Oak Brook, Illinois. The members were asked
to decide who would like to attend.
The meeting was then turned over to Vice President Frank
Francis. Frank talked about his retirement and what he wanted
to do. The most important thing was to enjoy spending time
with his grandchildren and great grandchildren. Included is a
photo of three of his younger granddaughters, Ava, Mia, and
Ella.
Fraternally,
Andy Bultas
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Lodge Happenings
Annual Gift Increased

Lodge DuPage Pioneers/Edison No.
409, Lombard, Illinois – We kicked off
our Valentine’s Day February meeting
on Zoom by going through the new fraternal documents and programs for 2022
via a packet of materials sent from
Fraternal Director Amanda Lovell.
Lodge President Linda Burton mentioned there was a good chance our
lodge had completed requirements for
the Platinum Award in the Lodge
Recognition Program! She also urged
members to participate in the Photo
Contest and possibly win a great prize
and gain points in this year’s Lodge
Recognition Program. There was discussion on possible activities we could host
once the weather breaks. Depending on
COVID, weather, and attendance, members would like to go back to Patriot’s
Park for a meeting, lunch, possible
games, and a raffle.
Lodge members decided to increase
our annual gift to our juvenile members.
The gifts will be sent in time for Easter.
We also agreed to support the following
charities this year: The DuPage

Township Food Pantry, West Suburban
Community Food Pantry, and CSA’s
Scholarship Fund. After a call for suggestions, it was decided the lodge would
purchase socks for the homeless and
other needy organizations in the DuPage
area.
On the agenda for our March meeting, we look forward to Jim and Judy
Wozniak’s report on their trip west to
visit relatives and their stop at the Czech
Museum in Iowa.
John and Joann Nekolny reported
that granddaughter Karen Nekolny,
recipient of CSA and Kropik
Scholarships, has made the Dean’s List
at the University of Cincinnati!
Congrats to Karen, and keep up the
good work! Birthday greetings went out
to Gerri Romanelli and Ed Cervenka.
Our March meeting is scheduled at
the CSA Home Office where lunch will
be served. Consider joining us!
Fraternally,
Gerri Romanelli

Read the Journal online at: www.csalife.org

MARCH 2022 — CSA JOURNAL — 21

49th Annual Pingree Bowling Social

Lodge Pingree No. 366, Dearborn
Heights, Michigan – Hello Sisters and
Brothers. Nazdar! I hope everyone is
doing well and staying healthy. We only
have three members participating in the
Food Pantry operations at His Church
Anglican and could always use some
help. We generally have our monthly
meeting right afterwards; it’s every third
Saturday of the month in the morning.
Please join us in charity and fraternal

endeavors. It will put a smile on your
face!
We are once again hosting the 49th
Annual Pingree Bowling Social at Town
and County Lanes on Saturday, May 14
at noon. The cost is $18.00 for members
of Pingree and $20.00 for guests. Lunch
is only $6.00. We need at least four
members to attend in order to qualify for
Lodge Recognition Program points, so
please join us!

Welcome Kamryan Noelle

Lodge Paramount/Southgate No. 372,
Maple Heights, Ohio – The January
meeting took place at DTJ Taborville.
Seven members were present to discuss
business. First order up was swearing in
officers for 2022. Kris Marek installed
the officers: President Mary Ann Toncar,
Vice President/Scribe Annette Reichman
(via telephone), Secretary Janet
Dembowski, Treasurer Diane DiBianca,
and Guide John Weiss. I will be the
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LRP coordinator for 2022.
The audit was done on the books and
they were in order. Communications
were read and discussed. We decided
once again to purchase our own gift
cards for the Thank a Driver program.
The cards will be given to a driver delivering to DTJ, a cross country driver
delivering goods, and a local delivery
driver. Jan and Kris will coordinate with
each other for their grandkids to partici-

Matt (oldest son of Cathy and Nick
Nichols of Scottsdale, Arizona) and
Megan did not let the COVID virus stop
them last October as it had in 2020.
Family and friends witnessed them commit their lives to each other on a
California beach with perfect weather
for the occasion. Family and friends
came in from Ireland, New York,
Michigan, and other parts of the U.S. to
celebrate with the young couple. Our
prayers are with you as you enjoy each
other and add to your family. They have
Maya, their dog, already in their family.
By the way, Matt celebrated his birthday
as well that day. What a birthday gift!
Bill Nichols served as his brother’s best
man, pictured next to Matt.
As always, please consider joining us
at an upcoming meeting. We’d love to
see you!
Fraternally,
Jeffrey Teichman

pate in the Junior Bowl-o-Rama.
Looks like we have a new member!
Congratulations to Stacy and Mike
Corrigan on the birth of their daughter
Kamryan Noelle, making an entrance on
Christmas Day. Brothers Michael and
Ben are excited. Great grandparents Jan
and Gene Dembowski are thrilled for
the addition to the family.
DTJ will be having a Reverse Raffle
on April 30, 2022. The main prize is
$1,000 with proceeds going to the Lake
Fund. Tickets are $50.00 and include a
nice dinner, beer, and wash. BYOB.
There will be side boards and a live
band, “Everything Must Go.” Contact
Michelle Wallett or DTJ for tickets and
information.
Mary Ann prepared a nice chili lunch
for us after the winners of the 50/50 –
Bruce, Jan, and I – were called.
Stay warm. Stay connected.
Fraternally,
Diane DiBianca

Lodge Happenings
Welcome Lucas Alan!
Lodge Cleveland Chapter No. 219,
Cleveland, Ohio – Well, the weather
here in Cleveland has sure been snowy.
The city and suburbs were pretty much
closed down for two days in February.
Hopefully, the weather will warm up
soon to melt all this snow.
Our February meeting was held at
the Parma Heights Library on Pearl
Road. We had 11 members attending.
We have decided not to use the Sokol
Ceska Sin Building on Clark Avenue,
due to structural problems. As long as
we can use library meeting rooms, that
is where we will meet. Again, the
March meeting will be at the Parma
Heights Library.
Our sports meeting was held on
February 9. Unfortunately, we are not
holding the Junior Bowl-o-Rama this

year, due to location unavailability.
Our bowling league is doing well. We
have 14 teams and everyone is having a
good time.
In December and January, three of
our members had COVID.
We sang “Happy Birthday” to our
member, Kathy Gawrilow. June and
Joanie won our 50/50 raffle.
The picture shown here is our member, Jan Russel’s son, Stuart Russel with
his new son, Lucas Alan, born on
12/22/21 (6 weeks early). He spent two
weeks in the NICU, but is doing great
now. Congrats!
Easter is coming in April, so we hope
everyone has a blessed Easter.
Fraternally yours,
Judy (Sevcik) Genco

Lodge Woodrow Wilson No. 377,
Brookfield, Illinois – By the time you
read this, we will be on the cusp of
Spring’s arrival – and I personally cannot wait! I love Winter, especially when
the snow is clean, white, and not too
heavy for shoveling. But Spring, with its
promise of hope, renewal, growth, and
colorful blooms, is a very special time
of year – one of my favorites! I’m sending a wish to everyone for all the joy
that the new season can bring.
There’s no real news to report this
month, but I’d like to take the opportunity to thank our active members for

continuing to show their dedication,
despite the challenges of these times.
Our meetings via Zoom are a great way
for us to catch up on how everyone is
doing, and we truly appreciate the
chance to stay connected. Also, as I’ve
mentioned before, one real benefit to
our virtual meetings is the ability to
include members who are more geographically distant, like Jan DeValk (see
February’s meeting photo!) at recent
meetings. This is a real treat for all of
us!
If you are interested in joining us,
whether virtually or at future in-person

Springtime is Nigh

Like us on Facebook

meetings, we still generally meet on the
first Friday evening of each month and
if you reach out to me, I’ll be happy to
make sure to keep you informed about
our virtual meetings as well as any
changes or updates. We do hope to
include in-person meetings as possible
going forward, but we remain dedicated
to ensuring everyone’s safety above all.
Hoping that all in our lodge family are
staying safe and well.
Fraternally,
Jean Hemzáček Laukant
hemzacek.j@gmail.com
630-915-9745
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Lodge Happenings
“Just Judy, A Citizen and Leader for Illinois, and
Czech Heritage”

Lodge Sionilli No. 170, Brookfield,
Illinois – CSA Fraternal Director
Amanda Lovell served as honorary
installing officer at our first meeting of
the year in January, which was virtual.
Lodge Sionilli officers for 2022 are:
President Matthew Schultz, VicePresident Pat Smolucha, Treasurer Stan
Smolucha, Secretary Vera Wilt, SentryGuide John Pritasil, and Scribe Pat
Smolucha. Congratulations and best
wishes to all.
One of our members, Joseph Baar
Topinka, has been able to make many of
our online meetings even though he is
mostly in Texas where his job is located.
This past fall, he organized a panel dis-
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cussion about Czech history in Texas
through the Institutional Inclusive
Excellence program at Texas State
University. Visit: https//inclusion.txstate.edu/students/programs/cultural-celebrations/TxCzech Heritage.html. He
also spoke about his book, “Just Judy, A
Citizen and Leader for Illinois, and
Czech Heritage” on KTSW, Texas State
University’s radio station. In addition,
he spearheaded an effort to get proclamations done in support of Czech
Heritage Month. During the holidays,
he portrayed Mikulas during the annual
Texas Czech Heritage Bexar County
Chapter holiday party.
Our February meeting was held in

person at the Riverside Town Hall. We
addressed envelopes and wrote
Valentine cards to our youth membership. We sent a gift card, for which we
received the check from District Council
No. 12, and included information about
CSA activities for each of our youth
members.
On Saturday, March 19, we look forward to volunteering at 9:00 a.m. at
Operation Support Our Troops America
warehouse which is located at 1989
University Ln., Suite A, Lisle, Illinois.
At that time, we will present them with
a check for $200 for their charity. We
also sent a check to the Bohemian
National Cemetery. After volunteering,
we will meet for lunch at the Bavarian
Lodge for our March business meeting.
We will also meet on April 14 at 7:00
p.m. If you are interested in attending,
please contact our Secretary Vera Wilt
(708-268-9350), for the location of our
April business meeting. We always look
forward to seeing and welcoming our
members!
Fraternally,
Pat Smolucha

Lodge Happenings
Streak Continues With Platinum Award for 2021

Lodge Washington No. 30, St. Louis, Missouri – Little by
little, we’re making plans for our usual list of activities
throughout the year and coming up with new ideas for membership involvement. We’ll head over to the local VFW Hall
later this spring for a rousing evening of bingo; we’ll hold our
annual Bake Sale in November; we hope to engage in some
volunteer work for our chosen “CSA Serves” project; we’ll
send a few delegates to the Get-Together; and we’ll do our
best to keep in touch with members near and far. We’ll also
keep our fingers crossed for a quick end to the health situation
so we can get back to a full schedule of things to do.
There was exciting news about the Lodge Recognition
Program – our Lodge received another Platinum Award for
2021. Like everyone else, we faced some challenges in reaching that goal, but our hard work paid off and we are happy to
maintain our record of receiving an award each year the program has been in effect. Many thanks to Fraternal Director
Amanda Lovell for getting those results to us so quickly.
The awards were announced at the District Council No. 13
Installation of Officers, which was held via Zoom again this
year. We heard a short report from Director Connie Wolf,
remembered all our deceased members in a Memorial Service,
recognized the local members who received their 50-year
pins, and installed all the lodge officers for 2022. Sister Marla
Breidenbach of Lodge Missouri was the surprised recipient of
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the local Merit Award to acknowledge her many years of
involvement and leadership in CSA on the local, district, and
national level. Congratulations! As always, there was a drawing for a “fabulous” attendance prize, and we look forward to
hearing who won.
Several of us at the American-Czech Educational Center
have been part of the I-70 Roundtable Discussions with Czech
Honorary Consul Sharon Valasek and Deputy Consul Ondrej
Pometlo from the Consulate in Chicago. This is a quarterly
forum that brings together representatives from Czech communities in Missouri and Kansas (and there are several!) to
exchange ideas and news. We’re always pleased to let others
know about our upcoming events, including our Czech
Festival on October 22, and the programs at the Czech
Cultural Club. The April 2 presentation will feature our
Lodge President Jenny Zeman demonstrating the art of Czech
Easter egg decorating. She’ll show some different techniques
this time, and all local CSA members are welcome to attend.
It starts at 10:00 a.m. at the ACEC, 4690 Lansdowne Avenue,
St. Louis.
Seems like there’s always something interesting going on
in the CSA community here in “the Lou!”
Fraternally,
Deborah Zeman
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Scholarship Fund Report
January 10, 2022 - February 10, 2022

TO CONTINUE CSA’s TRADITION
OF ASSISTING YOUNG MEMBERS IN
PURSUING THEIR HIGHER EDUCATION
Lodge Kruh Osvojených Žen a Pánu No. 121
Lodge Mile–Hi Czechs No. 432

IN MEMORY OF ALL DECEASED
LODGE MEMBERS
Lodge Kruh Osvojených Žen a Pánů No. 121

IN MEMORY OF DECEASED COUNCIL
MEMBERS
District Council No. 13
Total Donations

$200.00

IN MEMORY OF EDWARD KANDRA
Lodge Brookfield No. 475

Honor Flight

Lodge Century of Progress/Bila Hora
No. 231, Cicero, Illinois – Once again,
Happy New Year (at least I hope so)!
There seems to be a light at the end of
the tunnel, as far as the pandemic is concerned—a small light. Here’s hoping
this new year produces some relief.
However, now we have to fight inflation. Have you recently been to the grocery store or filled up at the gas station?
Yikes! My retirement funding considered some future inflation, but nothing
like this. What’s next?
However, let’s get down to business!
Our meeting was held on January 11,
2022. The Secretary’s minutes and
Treasurer’s report were read and accepted. Thank you notes were received from
St. Barbara’s Pantry and the Bohemian
National Cemetery for Christmas donations made by our lodge. A juvenile allocation was received from District
Council No. 12 for Valentines to be sent
to our youth members. Lodge members
have volunteered to write and send them
out.
After no meetings were held in early
2021, Roberta Kulik reported on a meeting of the Board of the T.G. Masaryk
Building Corporation of the Czech
Freethinking School of Cicero, Illinois
on November 16, 2021. She mentioned
that the Board had received a document

from Maria Pappas congratulating the
Czech Republic on their 103rd anniversary. Roberta went on to say that Vice
President Klara Moldova mentioned that
the observance of the 200th birthday of
Carl Havlicek on Sunday, October 30
was well attended. Ken Dvorsky
reminded us that there had been a lot of
work done to the school the past year;
the good part is that all of it was covered
by fundraising efforts.
Members deliberated and tabled to
the next meeting a donation to the
Honor Flight. An Honor Flight is conducted by nonprofit organizations dedicated to transporting as many United
States military veterans as possible to

2020 Honor Flight Statistics

see memorials of the respective war(s)
they fought in Washington, D.C. at no
cost to the veteran. The organizations
focus on veterans of World War II, the
Korean War, and the Vietnam War.
The veterans are generally escorted
by volunteer guardians who help them
on the flight and around D.C. After
landing, the taxiing airplane may be
saluted by fire trucks, and passengers
are often met by cheering crowds at
D.C. or upon their return flight home.
It was reported that District Council
No. 12 and the Cultural Division had not
met due to COVID restrictions.
Fraternally,
Elaine Tejcek

Total Honor Flight Veterans to D.C. in 2020: 40*
WWII: 0
Korean War: 40
Vietnam: 0
Total Guardians in 2020: 20
Total Veterans to D.C. Since 2005: 245,218

Waiting List as of 12/31/2020**: 50,613
Veterans Who Passed in 2020: 757

*One Honor Flight trip occurred on March 3, 2020, after which all flights were
suspended for the remainder of the year due to COVID-19.
**Three Hubs did not report.
https://www.honorflight.org/uploads/1/2/9/6/129668082/2020_program_stats__final_mlr_srh_edits.pdf
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Lodge Happenings
Excited for the Miss Illinois Latina Pageant

Lodge Brookfield No. 475, Brookfield,
Illinois – Greetings and “ahoj” to all my
brothers and sisters who are checking in
here! It’s been a while since I’ve written

for the Journal. I just wanted to give
you all an update on what’s been happening in my life as well as my family’s!
As many of you remember, my sister
Cassandra Stone was crowned Miss
National CSA in 2018, and I, myself,
ran twice prior to that! As I write this
article in February, I am happy to
announce that I am currently running for
the Miss Illinois Latina pageant later
this month! Aside from that, I have been
working diligently in the Surgical
Intensive Care Unit at Loyola Hospital.
It has been one heck of a ride working
as a nurse during this time.
Working during COVID was definitely an eye-opening experience; I
never realized how precious and short
life can be. Prayer was something I was
able to provide to my patients and their
families during that time, a time I will

never, ever forget. My sister, Cassandra,
has been studying very hard for her
nursing boards, as well as working in a
COVID vaccination clinic. Our mom
and dad are also both doing fabulously
and trying to stay as healthy as possible.
Being part of the CSA family has
truly been a humbling experience, and it
has been an honor becoming part of a
beautiful and welcoming Czech family.
Of course, I would also like to thank
Fraternal Director Amanda Lovell for
always being so sweet and gracious
throughout this whole journey. I hope
each and every one of you all are taking
care of yourselves, practicing good hand
hygiene, and staying safe! To CSA,
thank you for everything you have done
for my me and my family!
S láskou,
Marilyn and the Stone Family

Elected officers for 2022 are as follows: President Barbara Deig, Vice
President Kevin Pileggi, Treasurer
Dolores Chiappetta, Secretary Jerry
Silhan, Sentry John Kielczewski, Guide
Joyce Nemec, and Scribe Kimberly
Silhan. An Installation of Officers ceremony will be held at a later date.
In January and February, we began
planning for the 2022 Lodge
Recognition Program and the upcoming

Quadrennial Convention and GetTogether. Our Convention delegates
will be Barbara Deig, Kevin Pileggi,
and Jerry Silhan with alternates Dolores
Chiappetta and Joyce Nemec.
Lodge Brookfield is considering a
change to the time of our monthly meetings but this has yet to be finalized.
Stay tuned for details.
Fraternally,
Kimberly Silhan

Convention Delegates Named

Lodge Brookfield No. 475, Brookfield,
Illinois – We all had lots of fun at our
December lodge meeting and holiday
party. Everyone had the opportunity to
create their own unique Christmas ornament from a plastic cookie cutter.
Following that, we played card games
for nominal small gifts wrapped in festive holiday paper. To further get us
into the holiday spirit, we played a rousing round of Christmas bingo. The
grand prize winner was our honored
guest, District Council No. 12 Board
member Ken Dvorsky.
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Lodge Happenings
Blankets to Bring Comfort and Joy

Lodge R.T. Crane No. 7, Berwyn, Illinois – We are Marching steady through the year and looking forward to the thaw
of winter in the Chicago suburbs so we can get back to some
outdoor meetings. Until then, we have been happy to see each
other’s smiling faces via Zoom. Thanks to CSA President
John Kielczewski for joining us for our January meeting to
install our 2022 officers.
Speaking of cold Chicago weather, Lodge R.T. Crane members once again made fleece tie-blankets to donate to local

nursing homes. Vera Wilt brought a bunch of them to Cantata
(formerly known as the British Home). Jim and Pat Thompson
were even able to make a special delivery of one of the handmade blankets to Mary Lee in her current facility. We hope the
blankets brought comfort and joy to all that received them!
Let’s end on another smile. What do you call a bulletproof
Irishman? Rick O’Shea!
Fraternally,
Alix Fron

Do you know a CSA member who
deserves recognition?
Are they active in the community?

Do they volunteer often or donate
money to charitable organizations?

Send us their photo, a brief description of who they are and what they
do, and we will publish them in the
Journal.
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Claim
54436
54473
54463
54478
54449
54471
54472
54460
54451
54464
54453
54475
54476
54452
54442
54454
54474
54462
54468
54469
54444
54438
54443
54458
54448
54447
54457
54459
54477
54465
54470
54441
54466
54455
54440
54435
54445
54437
54439
54456
54461
54467

Name
Betty L. Randolph
Jean M. Zalecki
Donald F. Tomasek
Judith M. Hahn
Edward J. Paitl
Frank D. Kochever
Minnie A. Carpenter
Lillian H. Tomecek
Laddie F. Srahola
Robert Washington
Sandra M. Brigham
Emily Calamante
Sylvia B. Rehula
Webster H. Grooms
James J. Terhall
Michael J. Vaselakes
Dwayne Cosper
Robert J. Wilson
Elsie Misek
Joseph B. Chocola
Sally A. Dusek
Kay S. Dyal
Darlynne M. Holquist
Joann Moty
Martin R. Danek
Grace Corcoran
Dianne Walker
Barbara J. Piper
Edmond Oriol
Edward J. Henne
Glade E. Cook
Bertha M. Henderson
Loretta M. Kvinlaug
Albert Wargo
Maria Rozalia Baginski
Joseph Kish
Andrea D. Armbrust
Julia R. Soto
William H. Hudgins
Francis Fanelli
Thomas M. Gimbor
Michael Markovchik

Lodge
1
2
4
13
77
121
121
170
211
211
214
219
219
230
251
251
302
366
377
377
378
388
392
409
411
422
422
422
422
428
448
450
450
458
463
479
479
481
481
481
484
484

Lodge Virginia No. 230 mourns the loss of
their former member A.W. “Buzzie”
Skalak, Jr., 88, who passed away peacefully on February 6, 2022. A lifelong resident of Prince George County, Virginia, he
served in the U.S. Army during the
Korean War. He spent many years farming
the family land before retiring. Known all
his life by the nickname “Buzzie,” he was
a quiet and gentle man. Buzzie enjoyed
Native American culture, watching old
Westerns on TV, and walks in the woods
with his nephews.
He is survived by his sister, Doris Vlk;
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In Memoriam

Location
HERCULANEUM, MO
BROOK PARK, OH
SMOCK, PA
CORNUCOPIA, WI
LA GRANGE PK, IL
GRAND RIVER, OH
RAYLAND, OH
OAK PARK, IL
HAMILTON, NJ
ELIZABETH, NJ
ROSCOMMON, MI
SEVEN HILLS, OH
HUXLEY, IA
AMHERST, VA
BELLFONTAINE, OH
HILLIARD, OH
CHICAGO, IL
DEARBORN, MI
CHICAGO, IL
OAK LAWN, IL
STICKNEY, IL
MISSION, TX
ROCKFORD, IL
CRYSTAL LAKE, IL
SANDUSKY, MI
SHENOROCK, NY
BROOKLYN, NY
DOVER PLAINS, NY
QUEENS VILLAGE, NY
CENTREVILLE, MD
MARCY, NY
SCHENECTADY, NY
SHUSHAN, NY
BURBANK, CA
LAKE WORTH, FL
PORT VUE, PA
IRWIN, PA
MINOTOLA, NJ
EGG HARBOR TWP, NJ
TOMS RIVER, NJ
SLATINGTON, PA
LEVITTOWN, PA

Date of Death
12/27/21
01/01/22
10/13/20
01/01/22
01/02/22
10/07/12
01/22/22
12/15/21
08/09/17
01/11/22
01/11/22
01/28/22
07/30/21
12/28/21
12/14/21
01/12/22
09/20/20
12/25/18
12/24/13
12/20/21
02/08/19
12/05/21
12/21/21
08/21/21
01/06/22
12/30/20
01/21/22
01/28/22
09/18/21
10/20/20
01/01/22
12/16/21
12/13/21
11/19/21
12/31/21
09/04/21
01/10/22
12/28/21
05/14/16
08/20/21
01/14/22
04/10/13

In Memoriam

brother-in-law Edward Harvanek; nieces
Kathy Miller and Kim Puryear; and
nephews Mark Harvanek, Donald
Harvanek, Michael Miller, and Bruce Vlk.
He is fondly remembered by his first
cousins Emily Cerny, Mary Zahradka, and
Bill Uhrich, as well as CSA Fraternal Life
Lodge Virginia No. 230. He was preceded
in death by his sister Marie Harvanek and
parents Georgia Skalak and A.W. Skalak,
Sr. A graveside service for family was held
at the historic Blandford Cemetery in
Petersburg, Virginia.

Age
87
71
79
75
72
66
86
95
91
84
76
85
92
79
74
85
61
87
96
88
84
87
83
87
77
74
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Lodge Happenings
Our Own “March Madness”

Lodge Kruh Osvojenych Zen A Panu
No. 121, Dillonvale, Ohio – Our members have all been busy heading into the
month of March. At our last meeting, we
spent time getting caught up on all our
recent doctor’s appointments, social
events, and family happenings. Brother
Elijah Lovell joined us via Facetime and
gave us an update on the crazy winter
weather on the ONU campus. It’s been
an interesting winter here in the Ohio
Valley, too. Even amid all the snow and
ice storms, we continue to stay busy and
active!
Our meeting took place at the conclusion of the District Council No. 9
meeting on February 13.
Our officers were installed by
Brother Director Terry Placek. We were
also able to send Terry back to
Pennsylvania with a small collection of
pop tabs and pill bottles which will be
donated for charitable purposes.
Members were all wished a Happy
Valentine’s Day and given a bag of
Hershey’s Kisses to mark the occasion.
As an outreach to our youth members,
we gifted them with Valentine’s Day
treat bags and cards which were delivered by Sister Mariann Ebright. Our
youngsters will be coordinating their
schedules soon so we can choose a date
for the upcoming Bowl-o-Rama. If you
are a youth member of our lodge and are
interested in bowling at the event, please
phone Lodge Secretary Mariann Ebright
at (740) 733-8158 or Lodge President

Wendy Lovell at (740) 769-7511 so we
can complete your registration. Come
and join us for a fun time!
Regarding the Thank a Driver
Program, we will be disbursing the
Amazon gift cards soon. After some discussion, we decided that three of the
families represented at our meeting will
each be responsible for delivering one
of the cards to a deserving driver. An
update will be given in a future Journal
issue. Our members were also encouraged to participate in the upcoming
Photo Contest. We are hopeful that we
can get a few more participants this
year.
Yours truly once again completed our
application for the Lodge Recognition
Program award. It can be a challenge to
meet the requirements for the pro-
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gram—especially since we have such a
small group of active lodge members.
Thankfully, adjustments to the program
during COVID have made reaching the
goals more attainable. This is a fun way
to generate funds for our lodge, which
allows for additional charitable and
social activities.
We hope that you are excited to
usher in a change of season, just as we
are. With all the “madness” here in Ohio
regarding snowstorms, ice storms, and
the inevitable flooding, spring will definitely be a most welcome change.
Hopefully, the sun will be shining in
your neck of the woods again soon!
Remember to check on someone you
love today.
Blessings,
Sister Wendy Kurtz Lovell
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Lodge Happenings
Valentine Treats for Seniors
Lodge Svetlo No. 277, Caldwell, Texas
– Our lodge had a very busy February
meeting. We postponed the meeting

32 — www.csalife.com - MARCH 2022

from the first Thursday of the month to
February 10 instead due to the cold temperatures (23 degrees is cold in Texas!).
We were so glad to have Lodge
Secretary Carol Petty back with us. She
is doing well.
We had eight members and one guest
present. The lodge voted to donate to
the CSA Scholarship Fund in memory
of Gladys Masar Trcalek Hejl who
passed away on Febuary 9, 2022. We
will also be collecting empty medicine
bottles to donate at a later date. Betty
Suehs was nominated as our Fraternalist
of the Year.
After our meeting, we had a craft
night where we made Valentine cards to

go to the local nursing homes. Susan
Skrabanek had all of the supplies we
needed to make some very pretty cards.
We then assembled over 135 bags with
bananas, raisins, and homemade cards to
take to the two local nursing homes for
Valentine’s Day. On Friday, several
members of the lodge delivered the bags
to the facilities.
Consider joining us at one of our
upcoming lodge meetings or at our fraternal events. We’d love to have you!
Fraternally,
Susan Skrabanek

Lodge Happenings
“Santa Fe Trails”

Lodge Mile Hi Czechs No. 432,
Denver, Colorado – It was good to hear
the sounds of laughter and conversation
in February at the Golden Europe
Restaurant. We have been enjoying
Czech and central European cuisine
there for over 15 years. Wiener
schnitzel, red cabbage and dumplings you get the picture. We only have a
meeting there once a year. It is a family
restaurant owned by CSA lodge members Joe and Emily Pallas. Their son,
Joe Jr., has run it for the past few years.
Joe Sr. came from Brno, Slovakia and
Emily is from Moravia, Czech Republic.
They came to Chicago and opened their
first restaurant in Riverside, Illinois.
They had two children there and decided to move to Colorado because it
reminded them of the “Old Country.”
They have been here for over 30 years.
They do a great deal of business with all
age groups and are open four days a
week. Emily always comes out and
greets her friends from the lodge.
At our Annual Meeting, we had 14
people. Two members who were supposed to come were snowed in in
Evergreen, Colorado. We were pleased
and honored to have our National CEO,
John Keilczewski, as our guest, who
thanked us for hosting the Get-Together

in 2023. Irma Farrell is the local chairperson and will be helped by other
members. John greeted everyone and
passed out souvenirs of back scratchers,
at which point Jack Griffen started
scratching his beard to everyone’s
amusement. Pictured at the installation
of officers are: President Irma Farrell,
Vice-President Mary Campe, Secretary
Pat Kenning, Treasurer Mary Ellen
Vialpondo, and Sentry Beth Egan.
Irma proudly announced her nephew
in Nebraska won a silver medal in the
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Para Olympics in rowing. Member
Barbara Tobiscas (96) was invited but
could not come. Dr. Sandy Doe is publishing her 14th book of Poetry: “Sante
Fe Trails.” The schedule for programs in
2022 is not complete yet.
It was good to see all the happy faces
and a good time was had by all.
Fraternally yours,
Pat Kenning
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How many leprechauns
are on page 35?
Answer: 12
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Just Kids

Help Find the Birds!

Just
Kids
Send Just Kids your stories, riddles, etc.
Mail: Just Kids, c/o the CSA Journal,
P.O. Box 249, Lombard, IL 60148
Email to: CSAJournalEditor@gmail.com

Czech to English

Březen……………………………………March (Bře-zen)
Jaro přichází……………..Spring is coming (jar-ro při-chá-zí)
Budou kvést květiny…...........................flowers will be blooming
(bu-dou kvést kvě-ti-ny)
Ptáci budou zpívat.birds will be singing (ptá-ci bu-dou zpí-vat)
Děti si budou hrát venku…...…....children will be playing outside
(dě-ti si bu-dou hrát ven-ku)
Včely budou přecházet z květu na květ….........bees will be going
from flower to flower
(v-čel-y bu-dou pře-cház-et z kvě-tu na květ)
Bude se slavit den Svatého Josefa…............…St. Joseph Day will
be celebrated (bu-de se sa-vit Sva-té-ho Jos-e-fa)
Oslavíme také den Svatého Patrika….…we will also celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day (os-la-ví-me ta-ké den sva-té-jo Pat-ri-ka)
Musíme také pamatovat na Den Casimira Pulaského.....…have to
also remember Casimir Pulaski Day (mu-sí-me ta-ké pa-mat-ovat na Den Ca-si-mira Pul-as-ké-ho)

See page 34 for the answer.
Like us on Facebook
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BOWL-O-RAMA
MONTH

Many lodges or districts hold group events with scorekeepers and
refreshments, but any eligible member can compete regardless if
you live far from a lodge. The only requirement is that the child
bowls three (3) games under the supervision of an adult who can
verify the scores.

Eligibility: 5 – 17 year olds

Guests are welcome to attend. All bowlers receive a souvenir
from the event, but only CSA members are eligible for prizes
for their scores. Each participant competes against members
of the same gender and age group. This is a scratch tournament.

APPLICATION FOR ENTRY IN THE CSA BOWL-O-RAMA
Bowler’s Name

Date of Birth

/

/

Email Address
Bowler’s Address
City

State

Lodge Name

Zip
Lodge No.

Phone No.

Alternative Phone No.

Check one box:  Boy
Bowling with:

 Lodge

 Girl

Needs bumpers?

 Yes

 No

 District

 Independently

CSA Fraternal Life
2050 Finley Road, Suite 70
Attn: Fraternal Department
Lombard, IL 60148

Age Groups (age as of event)
Ages 5-7
Ages 8-11
Ages 12-14
Ages 15-17

Division 1*
Division 2
Division 3
Division 4

*Division 1 bowlers need only bowl 2 games

Submit bowling scores to the CSA Home Office by: May 31, 2022
For more information, email alovell@csalife.com or call (800) LIFE-CSA.

CSABORAD12142021

Return completed form by March 20, 2022 to:

